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CHAP. I, 


Gil Blas fets out for the Afturias ; paffes through Vala 
ladolid, where be wifits bis old mafter doftor San 
grado, and meets, by accident, with Signior Manud . 
apie dire&tor of the bofpital, 
ally WEQHILE I was getting ready for my 

x departure from Madrid, with Sci-+ 

¥8 pio, on my journey to the Aftus 

uy tias, Pope Paul the fifth named 
Weg the duke of Lerma to the ¢ardi- 

Yige nalthip, This pope being defirous 

~ Of eftablifhing the inquifition in 

the Sine of Naples, invefted that minifter with 
the purple, that he might engage him to make 

_king Philip confent to fuch a laudable defign. All 

thofe who were well acquainted with this new 

. member of the facred college, thought, like me, 

that the church had made a fine acquifition. . 
Scipio, who’ would rather have feen me in 2 

brilliant poft at-court, than buried in folitude, 
Vou, IV, B ans 


es - 
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advifed me to prefent myfelf before the cardinal ¢ 
«< Perhaps (faid he) his eminence feeing you out 
of prifon by the king’s order, will think it un- 
‘meceffary to appear any longer irritated againft 
you, and take you into his fervice again.” “ Mr. 
Scipio, (anfwered I) you feem to have forgot that 
I obtained my liberty, on condition that I fhould 
quit the two Caftiles immediately. Befides, do 
you think me already difgufted with my caftle of 
Lirias ? I have told you once, and now repeat it, 
_that if the duke of Lerma would reftere me to his 
good graces, and’ even offer me the place of Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona, I would refufe it. My re- 
folution is taken. I will goin queft of my parents 
at Oviedo, and retire with them to Valencia. As 
for thee, my friend, if thou repenteft of having 
joined thy fortune to mine, fpeak ; I am ready to 
give thee one half of my money, and thou mayeft 
ftay at Madrid, and pufft thy fortune as far as it 
will go.” . aS 
“ How! (replied my fecretary, nettled at my 
words) can you fufpeét me of having any repug- 
“nance to follow you to your retreat? my zeal 
and attachment are injured by your fufpicion. 
What ! Scipio that faithful fervant, who, to thare 
your affiidtion, would have willingly paffed the 
‘yemainder of his days with you in the tower of 
Segovia ; fhall he feel any regret in accompanying 
you to an abode that promifes him a thoufand 
pleafures ? No, ne, I have no defire of, diffuading 
you from your refolution. I muft own I was a 
little mifchievous, when J advifed you to fhew 
yourfelf to the duke of Lerma: TI wanted to found 
you, that I might know if fome feeds of ambition 
did not ftill'remain in your breaft. Well then, 
fince you are fo much detached from pomp and 
cs eee | grandeur, 
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grandeur, let us abandon: the court immediately, 
to go and enjoy thofe innocent and delicious plea- 
fures, of which we have formed fuch charming 
ideas.”” We actually fet out in afew days, mounted 
together in achaife drawn by two good mules, and 
conducted by a young man, with whom I thought 
roper to augment my ‘train. ‘We lay. the firft 
ight at Alcala de Henares, and the fecond at Se- 
govia ; from whence, (without ftaying to vifit the 
generous keeper Tordefillas) we got to Penafiel on 
the Duero; and next day to Valladolid *.. At 
fight of this laft place, I could not help heaving a 
profound figh; and my companion, who perceived | 
it, aking the caufe, ‘f Child, {faid I) I pra@tifed 
phyfick a long time in this city, and my confcience 
upbraids me with it-this moment! methinks all the 
fick people whom I killed, come out of their tombs, 
arid feem ready to tear me in pieces.’” ‘‘ What a 
fancy is this! ({aid my fecretary) truly, Signior 
de Santillane, you are too good... Why fhould you 
repent of having laboured in your vocation? Ob- 
ferve the oldeft phyficians ; do they feel any fuch 
remorfe? No, fure: they ftill go-on in their old 
courfe, with the utmoft. tranquillity, throwing the 
blame of all fatal. accidents on nature, and slaiming 
honour from every lucky event.” 
“* Frue, .(faid 1) door Sangrado, whafe. me- 
thed I faithfully mei was a man of eee cha- 


. © Valladolid is one of the moft beautiful cities of 
4Old Caftile, fituated on the {mall river Efcyeva, which 
divides it in two, and over which isa handfome ftone 
‘bridge of ten or twelve arches. In this place is ani uni- 
verfity, and no lefs than feventy convents, one of which 
is the King’s palace, very much embeltithed by Philip 


the fourth, 


§ 3 racter. 
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racter. Tho’ he faw twenty people die daily a- 
mong his hands, he was fo well convinced of the 
excellence of bleeding at the arm, and plentiful 
draughts of warm water, which he called his two 
fpecificks in all kinds of diftempers, that inftead 


of fufpecting his remedies, he believed that his pa-. 


tients died becaufe they had not drank and been 
blooded enough.” “ Egad! (cried Scipio, burfting 
into a loud laugh) ‘this muft be an incomparable 
perfon!"? “If thow haft any curiofity to fee and 
hear him, (faid I) thou mayett fatisfy it to-morrow 
morning, provided ‘Sangrado be ftill alive, ‘and at 
Valladolid, which I can fcarce believe, for he was 
very old when I left him, and that happened a 
good many yearsago. 

Our firft care, when we arrived at our inn, 
was to enquire about that doctor, who we learned 
‘was not yet dead; but being too old to vifit pa- 
tients, or move about, he had given place to three 
or four doctors, who had acquired reputation by a 
new method of praétice, which did not fucceed a 
whit better than his. We refolved to ftay all 
next day at Valladolid, as well to reft our horfes, 
as to vifit Signior Sangrado, to whofe houfe we 
repaired about ten a-clock in the morning, and 
found him fitting in: an eafy chair, with a book in 
his hand. As foon as he perceived us, he got up, 
and coming towards-me, witha firm ftep, confider- 
ing his age, which was feventy, afked our bufi- 
nefs with him? “Mr. Do@or, (faid I to him) 
don’t you recolle& me? I have the honour to be 
one of your difciples. Don’t you remember a 
young man called Gil Blas, who formérly lived in 
your houfe, and was your deputy 7” ‘* What! 
is it you, Santillane? (anfwered he, embracing 
me) I fhould not ce known you again. Iam very 

glad 
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glad to fee you. What have you been doing 
fince you left me. -You have doubtlefs practifed 
phyfick all along.” ‘‘ I was indeed (faid I) fuffi- 
ciently inclined to that profeffion, which, however, 
fome ftrong reafons have hinderéd me from exer- 
cifing’”, 
“So much the worfe, {replied Sangrado.) 
With the principles which you imbibed from me, 
you would have become an expert phyfici- 
an, provided heaven had given you grace to 
preferve yourfelf from the dangerous love of che- 
miftry. Ah! my fon! (continued he with an air 
of forrow) what a change has happened in phy- 
fick within thefe few years. That art is robbed 
of all its honour and dignity, That art, which 
in all times hath regarded the life of man, is now 
a prey to rafhnefs, prefumption and imperities; for 
their aétions fpeak, and in a little time, the 
wery ftones will cry aloud againft the cabals of 
thefe new practitioners. Lapides clamabunt ! There 
are in this city. phyficians (or fuch as call them- 
felves fo) who are yoked to the triumphal car of 
antimony. Currus triumpbalis antimenit. Truants | 
from the fchool of Paracelfus, adorers of Kermes, | 
accidental curers, who make the whole fcience of 
medicine confift in knowing how to prepare che- 
mical drugs, What fhall I tell you! every thing 
is turned topfy turvy in their method. Bleeding 
at the foot, for example, hitherto fo feldom prac- 
tifed, is now almoft the only evacuation in ufe, 
Thofe purgatives which were formerly gentle ‘and 
benign, are now changed for emeticks and Kermes, 
The whole is a mere chaos, where each does what 
he thinks proper, tranfgreffing thofe bounds of 
order and fagacity which our ancient matters ‘had 
fo wifely prefcribed.”” | P 
Vox. lV. ie @ Whatever 
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Whatever inclination I had to laugh at fucha 
comical declamation, I had power to renft it. IF 
did more. I exclaimed againit Kermcs, withsut 
knowing what it was, and at a vcnture wifhed 
thofe who invented it at the devil. Scipio obferv- 
ing that I made myfelf merry with this fcene, 
had a mind to a¢t in it alfo, ‘* Mr. Doétor, (faid 
he to Sangrado) as I am grand nephew to a phy- 
fician of the old fchool, give me leave to revolt 
with you againft chemical medicines. My late 


grand uncle (reft his foul) was fuch a warm par- _ 


tizan of Hippocrates, that he often batiled wich 
quacks who fpoke difrefpe@tfully of that prince of 
phyfick,. True blood will alwa,s thew ittelf ; I 
would willingly perform the office of exectt.oner to 
thofe ignorant innovators, of whom you complain 
with fuch eloquence and juftice. What diforder 
muft thefe wretches create in civil fociety.”” 

- “ That diforder (replied the doftor) is more ex- 
tenfive than you imagine, My having publifhed 
a book againft the robbers of medicine was of no 
ufe. On the contrary, the mifchief daily increafes. 
The furgeons, mad with the ambition cf ating as 
phyficians, think themfelves fufficiently qualified, 
when there is nothing to be done but to give Kermes 
and ometicks, to which they add bloodirg at the 
foot, according to theirown fancy. They even 
proceed fo far, as to mix Kermes in apozems and 
cordial potions ; and fo they are ona par with 
your celebrated prefcribers. This contagion has 


“{fpread alfo among the cloifters. There are fome - 


monks who aé¢t both as apothecaries and furgeons, 
Thofe apes of medicine apply themfelves to che- 


miftry, and compofe pernicious drugs, with which ~ 


they abridge the lives of their reverend fathers. 
In fine, there are more than fixty monafteries of 
men 
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men and women in Villadolid ; fo you may judge 
what ravazc is made in them, by Kermes united 
with emeticl:s and blooding jn the foot.’ ‘£* Sig- 
nior Sargrado, (faid 1) you have reafon to be in- 
cenfed againft thefe poifoners. J groan in concert 
with you, and fhare your alarms for the lives of 
ma kind, which are fo manifeftly threatned by a 
method fo diiferent from yours. Iam very much 
afrad that chemiftry will one day occafion the 
totai ruin of phyfick ; in the fame manner as falfe 
Maney proves defiructive to kingdoms. Heaven 
grant that the fatal day be not too near,” 

At this part of our converfation, an old maid- 
fervant brought in for the doétor a little light bread 
on a falver, anda glafs with two bottles, one of 
which was filled with water, and the other with 
wine. Afrer he had eaten a morfel of the bread, 
he took a draught of liquor, in which indeed 
there were two thirds of water, but that did 
not fave him from the reproach which he gave 
me a handle to vent againft him, “* Ah! ha! (faid 
1) Mr. Doétor, have I caught you in the fa¢t ? 
You drink wine then! You who have always de- - 
clared againft that liquor: you who, during three 
fourths of your life, have ee nothing but wa- 
ter. How leng have you aéted fo inconfiftently 
with yourfelf? You can’t excufe yourfelf on ac- 
count of your age; finee, in one part of your 
writings, you define old age a natural decay, that 
withers and confames us; and in confequence of 
that definition, deplore the ignorance of thofe peo- 
ple who ftile wine the milk of old men. What there~ 
fore can you fay in. your own juftification ?”’ 

“© You declare war againft me very unjuftly, 
(replied the old phyfician.) Had I drank pure 
wine, you would have had fome reafon to look 

C2 upon 
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upon me as an unfaithful obferver of my own me- 
thod; but you fee that my wine is very much di- 
luted.’” ‘‘ Another inconfiftency, my dear maf- 
ter, (faid 1) don’t you remember that you blam’d 
the Canon Sedillo for drinking wine, altho’ it was 
mixed with a great deal of water? Confefs freely, 
that you are fenfible of your error, and that wine 
is not a fatal Jiquor, as you advanced in your works, 
provided it be drank with moderation.” 

Thefe words perplexed the doGor, who could 
not deny, that he had forbid the ufe of wine un 
his books, but fhame and vanity hindered him from 
owning, that my reproach was juft, and he did 
not know what anfwer to make. To extricate 
him out of this dilemma, I fhifted the difcourfe ; 
and in a moment after, took leave of him, ex- 
horting him to keep his ground ftill againft the 
new practitioners. “ Courage, Signior Sangrado, 


(faid I to him) be indefatigable in decrying Ker-— 


ges, and combat againft blooding in the foot, 
without ceafing. If, in fpite of your zeal and 
phyfical orthodoxy, that empirical race fhould fuc- 
ceed in ruining true difoipline, you will at leaft 


enjoy the confolation, of having done your utmoft | 


to maintain it.”” 

As my fecretary and I returned to the inn, ‘cone 
verfing together about the diverting and original 
character of the doctor, a man of about five and 
fifty or fixty years of age paffed us in the ftreet, 
walking with his eyes fixed upon the ground, and 
a large rofary in his hand. 1 viewed him atten- 
tively, and eafily recolleé&ted him to be Signior 
Manuel Ordonnez, that pious diretor of the hof- 
pital, of whom fuch honourable mention is made 
in the firft volume of my memoirs. I accofted him 


with great demonftrations of. refpect, faying, © 


“* Health 
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mee}. = & Health to the venerable and difcreet ‘Signior 
uch ct Manuel Ordonnez, the moft proper man in the 
at wut world to manage the poor’s money.” At thefe 
1 blan'd words, he eyed me narrowly, and anfwered, that 
it was 


he remembered my features, but could not recol- 
is ively, § Je&t the place where he had feen me, ‘* I was 


hat wise often at your houfe (faid 1) while you had in your 
r works, fervice, a friend of mine called Fabricio Nunnez.”” 

‘ “Ah! I remember you now, (anfwered the 
cou direGtor with a fatirical fmile) by this token, that 
wine in you were both arch lads, and played together 
jim free many tricks of youth. Well, what is become of 
| he dt poor Fabricio? every time I think of him, I am 
eine uneafy about his circumftances.”” 
‘our “© My motive (faid I) for taking the liberty of 
him, e+ ftopping you in the ftreet, was to give you an . 
ain Ue account of him. Fabricio is at Madrid, employed 
agra, in compofing mifcellanies.”’ .‘* What do you call 
ing Kae mifcellanies ?”? (anfwered he.) “ That is, (faid 
he. fort, 1) he writes in profe and verfe. He compofes co- 
pet) and medies and romances ; in a word, he is a young 
quld face fellow of genius, and is very well received in the 
Jatlath,. = belt families.” .“€ But (faid the dire@tor) how 
rum? = ftands he with his baker ?’? ‘ Not quite fo well, 

; (anfwered I) as with people of fathion: Between 
nn, Cole ° you and me, J believe he is as poor as fob."* 
oigial” . $$ Oh! I don’t at all doubt it, (cried Ordonnez.) 
fve and ¢ Let him make his court to noblemen as much as — 
je Atett he pleafes, his complaifance, flattery and cringing 
ind, and . will bring ftill lefs into his pockets than his works. | 
n attell} Remember J prophefy, that you. will one day fee 
Sgt him in the hofpital.’?. 
che hole Y 4 ‘¢ That may very well be, (t replied.) Poetry ; 
js made | has brought many a one to that-cataftrophe. My 
(ted him friend Fabricio would have done much better, had 
faith he remained with your worfhip,. He would by 
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this time have rolled upon gold.’” * At leaft, he 
would have been in very eafy circumftances, 
(faid Manuel.) I had a regard for him, and would 
have, by raifing him from poft to poft, procured 
a folid fettlement for him in the hofpital, had he 
not been whimfical enough to fet up for a wit. 
He compofed a comedy which was aéted by the 
players of this city: The piece facceeded ; and 
from that moment his head turned. He believed 
himfelf another Lope de Vega; and preferring 
the fmoke of publick applaufe to. the real advan- 
tages which my friendfhip prepared for him, de- 
manded his difmiffion. I remonftrated in vain, 
that he was going to quit the fubftance, and run 
after the fhadow, I could not detain this mad- 
man, who was actuated with the fury of writing. 
He did not know his own intereft, (added he.) 
The young man who fucceeded him in my fer- 
vice is a living proof of this. Having more 
judgment and lefs underftanding than Fabricio, 
he applied himfelf wholly to the execution of 
his commiffions, and ftudied to pleafe me. Ac« 


cordingly, I have promoted him as he deferved, — 


and he now aétually enjoys two employments at 

the hofpital, the leaft of which is more than fufe 

ficient to maintain an honeft man, encumbered 
with a large family.” — i 

, N 

CHAP, II. 

Gil Blas continues bis journey, and arrives fafely at 

_ Ovsedo, The condition in which be found bis parents, 
The death of bis father, and the confequences thereof. 


ROM Valladolid, we got in four days to 
Oviedo, without meeting with any bad acci- 
dent on the road, notwithftanding the proverb, 
which 
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which fays, that robbers fmell the money of tra- 
vellers afar off. We fhould have been, however, 
a pretty good booty ; and two inhabitants of the 
cavern would have been fufficient to carry off our 
doubloons with eafe ; for I had not learned to grow 
valiant at court ; and Bertrand, my Moco de Mulas*, 
did not feem of ‘a humour to die i in defence of. his 
mafter’s purfe : Scipio was the only HeGor among us. 
It being night when we arrived in town, we 
went to lodge at an inn hard by the houfe of my 
uncle the Canon Gil Perez. I was willing to un- 
derfiand the fituation of my parents, before I 
fhould appear as their fon : and for this piece of 
information, I could not apply to a more proper 
perfon than my landlord or his wife, who I knew 
to be people who were very well acquainted with 


- the affairs of their neighbours,. In effeét, the 


landlord, after having eyed me with attention, 
recolle&ting, my face, cried, “* By St. Antonio de 
Padua ! this is the fon of honeft Uther Blas of San- 
tillane. oo Yes truly, (faid his wife) it is he i in- 
deed! he is very little altered: it is the fame little 
brifk Gil Blas, who had always more fpirit in his 
heart than beef on his bones, I think I fee him 
ftill coming to this houfe, with his bottle, for 
wine to his uncle’s fupper.’” 
s¢ Madam, (faid I) you have a very happy me- 
mory : but pray tell me news -of my‘family ; my 
father and mother are, doubtlefs, in no very agree- 
able fituation.” ‘* That is but too true : (replied 
the landlady) how bad foever you may think their 
condition is, you cannot conceive them more di- 
ftreffed than they are. Gil Perez, honeft man, has 
loft the ufe of one half of his body, by the palfy ; 
and; in all appearance, cannot laft long: your fa- 


® Moco de Mulas, a mule-driyer. 
7 va is ther, 
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ther, who has lived of late with the candén, has 
got a defluxion in his breaft, or rather, is at this 
moment in the agonies of death); and your mc-. 
ther, though far-from being well, is obliged to 
ferve as a nurfe to both,’’ 


On this report, which made me feel that Iwas _ 


a fon, I left Bertrand with my equipage at the 
inn ; and, attended by my fecretary, who would 
not quit me, repaired to my uncle’s houfe, As 
foon as I appeared before my mother, an emotion 
which I caufed in her, fignified my prefence, be~ 
fore. her eyes had diftinguithed my features, ‘‘ Son, 
(faid the, with a melancholy air, after fhe had em- 


braced me) come and fee your father breathe his — 


laft: you are come time enough fo be ftruck with 
that cruel fpeétacle.”” So faying, fhe carried me 
into a chamber where the unfortunate Blas of San- 
tillane, lying on a bed that too: well denoted thé 
poverty of an ufher,- drew near his exit, Though 
he was environed by the fhades of death, his fenfes 
had not quite forfaken him. . “* My dear friend, 
(faid my mother to him) here is your fon Gil Blas, 
\. ho -begs--your forgivenefs for the forrows he has 
occafioned, ‘and afks your. bleffing.’”’’ At thefe 
words, my father opening his eyes, which death 
had begun to clofe, fixed them upom me ; and ob- 
ferving, in fpite of his own lamentable condition, 


that I was very much affeéted with the lofs of - 


him, feemed moved with my grief, and attempted. 


to fpeak ; but had not firength cnough to utter . . 
one word. I took hold of one of his hands; and ~ 


while I bathed it with my tears, unable to pro- 


nounce a fyllable, he expired, as if he wai'ed for — 


my arrival, before he would breathe his laft. 


My mother was too well prepared for his death, oe 


to be immoderately afflicted at it; and I was, per- 
. haps, 
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GIL BLAS.” 13 
haps, more grieved than fhe, although my fa- 
ther had never given me the feaft mark of friend- 
fhip in his life. My being his fon was a fuffici- 
ent caufe for me to lament him; befides, I up- 
braided myfelf for not having affiftcd him in his 
diftrefs : and when I refie&@ed on my hard-heart- 
ednefs, looked upon myfelf as a monfter of ingra- 
titude, or rather, as a downright parricide. My 
uncle, whom I afterwards beheld ftretched on a 
truckle-bed, and in a miferable condition, made me 
feel frefh remorfe. ‘* Unnatural fon! (faid I to 
myfelf ) contemplate, for thy punifhment, the mi- 
fery of thy parents, If thou hadft given them a 
fmall fhare of the fuperfluity which was in thy pof- 
feffion, before thou waft imprifoned, they would 
have enjoyed conveniencies which the revenue of 
the prebend could not afford ; and, perhaps, thou 
wouldit have prolonged the life of thy father.”’ 

The unfortunate Gil Perez was become a child 
again, having loft both his memory and judgment. 
In vain did I prefs him in my arms, with marks of 
real affection ; he feemed infenfible of what I did. 
When my mother told him, that I was his ne- 
phew Gil Blas, he looked at me with an unmean- 
ing eye, and made no anfwer. Though blood and 
gratitude had not obliged me to lament an uncle 
to whom I owed fo much, f could not have beheld 
him in a condition fo worthy of pity, without feel- 
ing the emotions of compaffion. 

All this time Scipio remained in a melancholy 
filence, partook of my affiiction, and, through 
friendfhip, mingled his fighs with mine. As I 
concluded that my mother, after fuch a long ab- 
fence, wanted to converfe with me, and that fhe 
might be uneafy at the prefence of a man whom 
fhe did not know, I took him afide, - and mie 

O» 
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** Go, my child, go, and repofe-thyfelf at the inn,’ 
and leave me here with my mother,. who perhaps 
will think thee one too many in a converfation that 
will wholly turn on family-affairs.” Scipio, ra- 


ther than put us under any conftraint, retired; - 


and I actually difcourfed with my mother the beft 
part of the night. We gave one another a faith- 
ful account of what had happened to us fince my 
‘departure from Qviedo: the was minute in the 
detail of thofe mortifications fhe had fuffered in 
the families where fhe had been duenna, and to!d 
me an infinite number of things on that fubje@, 
which I was glad my fecretary did not hear, though 
he was entrufted with all my fecrets, With all the 
refpe& that 1 owe to the memory of a mother, I 
muft own that the goed lady was a little prolix in 
her narrations ; and fhe would have fpared me 
three fourths of her hiftory, had the fuppreffed all 
the trivial circumftances of it: fhe concluded: at 
Jength, and I began mine. _I paffed lightly over all 
my adventures ; but when I came to the vifit which 
I received at Madrid from the fon of Bertrand Muf- 
cada, the grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that 
article: “ I own, (faid I to my mother) I gave 
that young man a-very bad reception ; who, to be 
revenged, has, doybtlefs, drawn a very frightful 
picture of me.”” ‘ In that he did not fail: (an- 
{wered fhe) he told us that he found you fo proud 
of the favour of the prime minifter, that you fcarce 
deigned to recolle&@ him: and when he defcribed 
our diftrefs, heard:him with the utmoft indiffe. 
rence. As parents (added fhe) always endea- 
vour to find excufes for the behaviour of their 
children, we could not believe that you had fuch a 
bad heart: your arrival at Oviedo juftifies our good 
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opinion of you, and your prefent forrow confirms 
your apology.”’ 
- & You judge too favourably of me ; (I replied) 
there is a great deal of troth in young Mufcada’s 
report : when he vifited me, I was wholly engrof- 
fed by the care ef making my fortune; and the 
ambition that poffeffed me would not permit me to 
think of my parents. It muft not therefore be 
wondered at, if, in this difpofition, I gave an un- 
welcome reception to a man, who, accofting me 
rudely, told me in a brutal manner, that, hearing 
I was richer than a Jew, he came to advife me to 
fend you fome money, of which you ftood in great 
need: he even reproached my indifference for my 
family in very indecent terms. I was fhocked at 
his freedom ; and lofing patience, pufhted bim by 
the fhoulders out of my clofet. I own I was to 
blame in this rencounter: I ought to have reflected, 
that it was not your fault, if the grocer wanted 
manners ; and that his advice was never the worfe 
for its being brutally deliver 

This was what I reprefented to myfelf imme- 
diately after I had fent Mufcada about his bufinefs, 
My blood fpoke in your behalf; I recalled all my 
duty to my parents; and blufhing for fhame for 
having performed it fo fll, felt remorfe, which, 
neverthelefs, can do me no honour with you, be- 
caufe it was foon ftifled by avarice and ambition : 
but having been afterwards imprifoned, by the 
king’s order, in the tower of Segovia, I fell. dan- 
geroufly ill, and that happy diftemper hath reftored 


* your fon to you: yes, it was my difeafe and im- 


prifonment that made nature refume all her rights, 
and entirely detached me from court. I now 
thirft after folitude ; and my fole motive for coming 
to the Afturias, was to-intreat you to -fhare with 


<€ 
16 The ADVENTURES of 


me the {weets of a retired life. if you don’t re- 
fufe my requeft, I will conduét you to an eftate 
which I have in the kingdom of Valencia, where 
we fhall live at our eafe. ‘You may believe, I in- 
tended to carry my father thither alfo; but fincg 
heaven hath ordained it otherwife, let me have the 
fatisfaGtion of enjoying my mother’s company, 
and of making amends to her for my paft negle&, 
by all imaginable care.’” ** Iam very much ob- 
liged to your laudable intention, (faid my mother) 
and would go with you without hefitation, if I 
faw no objections in the: cafe ; but I will not leave 
my brother, your uncle, in this deplorable condi- 
tion: and I am fo much ufed to this country, that 
I cannot now quit it. However, as the thing de- 
ferves due confideration, I will think .of it at lei-+ 
fure: let us at prefent take care of your father’s 
funeral’? ‘© That (faid I) fhall be ordered by the 
young man whom you faw along with me; he 
js my fecretary, and has fuch zeal and underftand~ 
ing, that we may depend upon his care.”’ 

Scarce had I pronounced _ thefe words, when 
Scipio returned, it being already day ; and atking 


if we had any occafion for his fervice in our pere 


 ensil I told him that he came vefy feafonably 
o receive an important order which I had to give. 
When he knew what the bufinefs was, *‘ Enough, 
(faid he) I have already contrived the whole cere- 
mony, and you may truft to my difcretion.”® 
¢* Beware (faid my mother) of making a pom- 
pous burial: it cannot be too modeft for my huf- 
- band, whom all the town knew to be a very in- 
digent ufher.”” ‘ Madam, (replied Scipio) had 
he been ftill more needy than he was, I would 
not abate two farthings of the expence: for in this 
J regatd my mafter only ; he has been the duke of 
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- Lerma’s favourite 3 and his father ought to be no- 


bly interred.”” 

I approved of my fecretary’s defign, and even 

defired him to {pare no coft: the remains of va- 
nity, which I ftill preferved, broke out on this 
occafion : I flattered myfelf, that in being at a great 
expence upon a father who left.me no inheritance, 
I fhould make the world admire my generous beha- 
viour, My mother, for her part, whatever mo- 
defty the affected, was not ill pleafed to fee her 
hufband buried in fplendour. We therefore gave 
acharte blanche to Scipio, who, without lofs of 
time, took all necefary meafures for. a fuperb 
funeral. 

He fucceeded but too well ;. and performed fach 
magnificent obfequies, that he brought the whole 
city and fuburbs on my back ; all the inhabitants 
of Oviedo, from the higheft to the loweft, being 
fhocked at my oftentation.. ‘ This minifter (faid 
one) is in a great hurry to lay out money on his 
father’s interment 3 3 but he was in none to main- 
tain him.’* ‘ He would have done: better, (faid 
another) had he fuccoured his father while: he was 
alive, than to honour him fo much, now that he is 
dead.’” In thort, reproaches were not fpared.; 
every one had a fling at me: but they did not ftop 
here ;_ they ‘infulted Scipio, -Bertrand and me, , 4s 
we came out of the church, loaded us with, re- 
vilings, hooted us as we walked along, and con- 
duéted Bertrand to the inn with a fhower of ftoneg. 

To difperfe the mob that was gathered before 
my uncle’s houfe, there was. a neceffity for my 
mother’s fhewing herfelf, and declaring that fhe 
was perfedtly well fatisfied with my conduct. Some 
ran to the public houfe, in order to demolifh my 
chaife ; and this they certainly would have done, 
' Vou, IV, - QQ at 
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if the landlord and his wife had not found. means 
to appeafe their fury, and diffuade them from their 
defign. 

All thefe affronts, which were the effects of 
the young grocer’s report of me through the city, 
‘infpired me with fuch averfion for my townfmen, 
‘that I determined fpeedily to leave Ovieda, where, 
othérwife,' I thould perhaps have ttaid a good 
‘while. This I plainly told my mother, who be- 
ing: very much mortified at the reception with which 
‘the people had regaled me, did not oppofe my de- 
‘parture. What remained now, was to know how 
¥ fhould difpofe of her, ‘ Mother, (faid I) fince 
my uncle wants your affiftance, 1 will not prefs 
you to go along with me at prefent ; but as, in all 
appearance, he has not long to live, you muft pro- 
‘mife to come to my: ‘eftate immediately after his 
deceafe.””’ | 

* | will make no fuch promife, (anfwered my 
mother) being refolved to pafs the reft of my days 
‘m the Afturias, in perfe& independance.” “* Will 
‘not you always (faid I) be miftrefs in my houfe ?’° 
«© T don’t know that: (fhe refumed) you may 
‘fall in love with fome young girl, and marry her ; 
‘then I fhall be her mother-in-law ; confequently, 


we cannot live together.” ‘* You forefee misfor= | 


tune (faid I) at too great a diftance: I have no - 
intention to'marry 5 but if the fancy fhould ftrike 
me, depend upon it, I will oblige my wife to be 
implicitely fubmiffive to your will.’ ‘* That is 
-promifing too much, (refumed my mother) I theuld 
want fecurity for my bondfman ; and would not 
even fwear, that, in our difputes, you would not - 
take the part of your wife rather than mine, how 
far foever fhe might be in the wrong,” 


** You 


GIL BLAS, -— 19 
You talk reafonably, Madam, (cried my fe- 
cretary, joining in the converfation) Iam of your 
opinion, that fubmiffive daughters-in-law are very. 
rate. In the mean time, to accommodate matters 
between you and my matter, fince you are abfo- 
lutely refolved to live in the Afturias, and he in - 
the kingdom of Valencia, he muft: grant .you an 
allowance of one hundred piftoles, which I thall 
bring hither every year. By thefe means, the mo- 
ther and fon will live very happy at the diftance of 
two hundred leagues from one another.’’ The, 
parties concerned approved of the propofal : I paid 
the firft year’s annuity per advance, and quitted 
Oviedo next morning before break of day, that I 
mightnot be treated by the populace like another 
St.Stephen. Such was the reception I met with. 
ipmy Own country. An excellant leffon for thofe 
people of the common rank, who, after having 
gota fortune abroad, return. to the place of their 
nativity, and affect the gentlemen of pmportance, 
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Gil Blas departs for the kingdom of Valencia, and at 
length arrives at Lirias, A defcription of bis boufe. . 
His reception; with an account of the people be found 
there... 


E took the road to Leon, then to Palencia 3: 

and continuing our journey, by {mall ftages, 

in ten days arrived at the city: of Segorba:. from 
whence, -next morning, we repaired to my eftate, 
which is but three leagues diitant from it,. As we 
drew near this place, my fecretary obferved, with 
great attention, all the country-feats that pre- 
fented themfelves to his view, on the right and 


left ; and when he perceived one of(aogrand ap- 
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pearance, he always pointed to it with his finger, 
and faid, *¢ I with that was our retreat.” I don’t 
know, friend, (faid I to him) what idea thou haft 
formed of our habitation ; but if you hoc that, 
it is a magnificent houfe¢, like that of fome great 
robleman’s eftate, I tell you before-hand, that 
you are furioufly miftaken. , 

‘ If thou haft nota mind to be. the dupe of thy 
own imagination, réprefent to thyfelf the fmall 
hhoufe which Horace enjoyed in the country of the 
Sabines, near the Tyber, and which he received in 


a prefent from Maecenas,” ‘* Then Imuft expect 


to fee a cottage !**. (cried Scipio) ** Remember, 
(I replied) that I have always given you a very 
modeft defcription of it 5 and this moment, thou 
mayft thyfelf judge, whether or not I'am a faith- 
ful painter, Caft thy eyes towards the Guadala- 
viar, and obferve on its banks, hard by that fmall 
hamlet, the houfe confifting of four little pavilions ; 


that is my caftle.”” “ How the devil! (faid my « 


fecretary, with furprize) that houfe is a ~perfect 
jewel ! Befides, the noble air that thefe pavilions 
give it, it is extremely Well built, and furrounded 
by a more charming country than even the neigh- 
_bourhood of Seville, which is called, by way of 
excellence, the terreftrial paradife. Had we chofen 
our abode, it could not have been more to my 


tafte; a river waters it with its ftream, and a. 


thick wood lends its fhade, when we are inclined 
to walk in the middle of the day. What an ami- 
able folitude this is! Ah, my dear mafter, in all 
appearance, we fhall not quit this placein 4 hurry.” 
“< T am overjoyed, (anfwered I) that thou art fo 
well fatisfied with our afylum, which is more agree- 
able ftill than you imagine.”? Converfing in this 
manner, we appieaened the houfe; the gate of 

which 
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which was thrown open, as foon as Scipio figni-. 
fied that it was Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, who 
came to take poffeffion of his caftle. -A¢ that 
name, fo refpected by thofe who heard it prog. 
nounced, my chaife was admitted into a large. 
court, where I alighted: then leaning on Scipio, 
and taking ftate to myfelf, I went to a hall, where 
I was fcarce arrived, when feven or eight fervants 
appeared, They faid they came to prefent their 
homage to their new matter ; that Don -Cafar and 
Don Alphonfo de Leyva had chofen them for my. 
fervice ; one in quality of cook, another as cook's 
affiftant, a third as fcullipn, a fourth as porter, 
and the reft as lacqueys, with orders to receive no 
money from me.; thefe two noklemen intending to 
defray all the expence of my houfe-keeping ; Maf- 
ter Joachin the cook, who was the principal, and 
fpokefman of thefe domefticks, gave me to under- 
ftand, that he had laid in a large ftock of the beft 
wines in Spain ; and told me, that as to eating, he 
hoped a young fellow, like him, who had been 
cook fix years to the archbifhop of Valencia, mutt 
know how to compofe ragouts that would tickle 
my palate. “ I will (added he) fall. prefently to 
work, and produce a fample of my fkill, Takea 
walk, Signior, while dinner is getting ready; vifit 
your caftle, and fee if it be in an habitable condition.” 

I leave the reader to judge whether or not I 
neglected this vifit; and Scipio, ftiJl more curious 
than },. dragged me from room to room. We fure 
veyed the whole houfe from top to bottom ; the 
leaft corner, as we imagined, did not efcape our 
interefted curiofity ; and I bad.every where occa- 
fion to admire the ‘bounty of Don Cefar’ and his 
fon. Among other things, I was ftrack with the 
appearance of two) apartnients, which were as 
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well furnifhed as they poffibly could be, without 
magnificence : ‘one of them was hung with Arras 
tapeftry, and had‘in it a bed and chairs of velvet, 
Rill very handfome, though made while the Moors 
poffefiéd the kingdom of Valencia. The furniture 
of the other was in the fame tafte, confifting of 
hangings made of old yellow Genoa damafk, ‘with 
a bed and elbow-chairs of the fame ftuff, adorned 
with fringes of blue filk, All thefe effe€ts, which 
would: have béen little valued in an inventory, 
appeared there very confiderable, After having 
thoroughly examined every thing, my fecretary 
and I returned to the hall, where the cloth was 
laid with two covers. We fet down at table, and 
im a moment was brought in an olla podrida, fo de- 
ficious, that we pitied the archbifhop of Valencia 
for having loft ‘the cook’ that compofed it. At 
every morfel we dte, my new lacqueys prefented 
to us large glafies filled to the brims with wine of 
a moft exquifite relifh, Scipio, net daring to 
fhew before them the interior fatisfa€tion that he 
felt, expreffed himfelf to me by eloquent looks: and 
¥ gave him to underftand, by the fame language, 
that I was as well fatisfied as he. A dith of roaft 
meat, compofed ‘of two fat quails, which flanked a 
Feveret of an admirable fumet, made us quit the olio, 
and finifhed our repaft, When we had eaten like 
«we gormandizers, and drank in proportion, we got 
tp from table, and walked into the garden, to enjoy 
a voluptuous /iefa*, in fome cool agreeable place, 

’ Jf my fecretary feemed hitherto fatisfied with 
what he had feen, he was fill more fo, when he 
_ ® Siefay Hiterally fignifies the heat of the day, from 
hoon forwards ; but is here ufed to exprefs the afternoon’s 
Bap, enjoyed every day by the inhabitants of hot climates, 
7 a oe ~ beheld 
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beheld the garden, which he thought comparable 


. even to that of the Efcurial, It is true, Don Cefar, 


who came frequently to Lirias, took pleafure in - 


|. having it cultivated and embellithed: the walks 


well gravelled, and bordered with orange-trees, 
agreat bafon of white marble, in the middle of 
which a brazen lion vomited out great gufhes of 
water, the beauty of the flowers, the variety of 
fruits, all thefe obje@&s ravifhed Scipio; but he 
was in a particular manner enehanted with a long 
walk that led by a gentle defcent all the way to a 
farmer’s houfe, and was fhaded by the interwoven 
boughs of the trees planted on each fide. Here 
we ftopt to make the elogium of a place fo pro- 
per for an afylum againft the heat of the day ;.and 
fitting down at the root of a young elm, fleep ea- 
fily furprifed two merry boys, who had i made 
fuch a good dinner, ~ 
Two hours after, we ftarted up, awakened by 
the noife of feveral thot, which feemed fo near, 
at we were frightened. ‘We got up in a hurry, 
and repaired to the farmer’s houfe, where we 
und eight or ten peafants, all inhabitants of the 
hamlet, who had fcoured and fired their fufils, to 
eelebrate my arrival, of which they had got no- 
jtice. The greateft part of them knew me, having 
'feen me more than once, at the caftle, in the exer 
\cife of my ftewardthip. They no fooner perceived 
me, than they cried all together, ‘ Long life to 
_our.new mafter, who is welcome to Lisias.”” Then 
_they loaded their pieces, and regaled me with a 
‘ general difcharge. I received them as courteoufly 
‘ as I could ; preferving my. gravity, however ; think- 
| ing it improper to be too familiar with them. 
| affured them of my proteétion, left twenty. piftoles 


"y | among them; and this, ok they did not loek. 


j 
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upon as the moft difagreeable part of my behaviour, « | 


¥ afterwards left them at liberty to fpend more 
powder, and retired with my fecretary’ into the 
wood, where we ftrolled about till night, without 
being tired with beholding the groves ; fo charm- 
‘ing is the firft view of a new poffeffion. 


The cook, his affiftant, and fcullion, were not 


idle in the mean time ; they were bufy in preparing 
_a repaft, even fupetior to that which we had eaten ; 
and we were a¢tually aftonifhed, when returning 


into the fame hall where we had dined, we faw . 


_ them place upon the table a dith of roatted par- 

tridges, with a cive * of rabbit, on one fide; and 
on the other, a capon in ragout. The next courfe 
of daintjes confifted of pig’s ears, pickled chicks, 
and cream chocolate. We drank plentifully of 
Lucena, and feveral forts of excellent wine ; and 
when we found we could drink’ no more, without 
expofing eur healths, we thought of going to bed. 
_ Then my lacqueys, taking lights, conducted 
me to the beft apartment, where they were very 
officious in undreffing me: but when they gave 
me my. gown and night-cap, I difmiffed them ; 
faying, with a magifterial air, “* Leave me, gentle- 
men ; I have no farther gccafion for you to- night’? 

I fent them all away; and keeping Scipio: for 
a little converfation, afked what he thought of the 
_ treatment I received by order of the noblemen of 
Leyva j > “ In faith, (anfwered he) I think you 
can’t be treated better ; ; IT only with that this may 
Jaft.”” °“ ¥ entertain no fuch with (I replied ;) it 
ill becomes me, to let my benefa€tors be at fuch 
an expence on my account t this were to abufe 


; sit, Civ? is a fayce made of the entrails of a hare or 
rabbit. 
we their 
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. their generofity ; befides, I can’t put up with fer-. 
, vants who are paid by another; I fhould not be- 
. lieve myfelf in my own houfe. Neither am I come 


hither to live in a buftle ; we have no occafion for 
fuch a great number of domefticks ; we want no 
more than Bertrand, a cook, a feullion, and lac- 
quey. Although my fecretary would not have 
been forry to live always at the expence of the 
governor of Valencia, he did not oppofe my deli- 
cacy in this affair ; but conforming himfelf to my 
fentiments, approved of the reform I intended to 
make. This being determined, he left me, and 
retired into his own apartment. | 


CHAP, Iv. : 
He departs for Valencia, to vifit the noblemen of Leyva. 
_ His converfation with them, and the kind a a be 
met with from Serapbina. | 


Undreffed, and went to bed ; where feeling no 

inclination to fleep, I abandoned myfelf to re- 
fiction. I reprefented to myfelf the friendthip 
with which the noblemen of Leyva repaid my at- 
tachment to them ; and, penetrated. with thofe 
new marks of their affection, refolved to go, the 
very next day, and fatisfy the longing impatience 
I had of feeing and thanking them for their fa- 
vours. I Jikewife enjoyed, by anticipation, the 
pleafure of feeing Seraphina again ; but that plea- 
fure was not pure: I could not, ‘without uneafi- 
nefs, confider, that I muft, at the fame time, fup- 
port the looks of Dame, Lorenga Sephora, who, 
perhaps, remembring the adventure of the box on 
the ear, would not be overjoyed at fight of me. 
Fatigued with all thefe different ideas, § at Iength 
fell afleep, and did not wake till after fun-rife. : 
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I was foon a-foot; and, wholly engroffed by’ 


my intended journey, dreffed myfelf in a hurry, 
Juft as I had done adjufting myfelf, my fecretary 
coming into my chamber, “ Scipio, (faid 1) you. 
fee me ready to fet out for Valencia; I cannot 
make too much hafte in going to falute the noble- 
men to whom I owe my fmall fortune ; every mo- 
ment that I delay to acquit myfelf of this duty, 
feems to accufe me of ingratitude. As for thee, 


my friend, I difpenfe with thy attendasice; ftay 


here in my abfence, and I will come back to thee 
in eight days.*’ ‘Go, Sir, (he replied) pay your 
refpe&ts to Don Alphonfo and his father, who 
feem fo fenfible of your zeal, and grateful for the 
fervices you have done them: perfons of quality, 
of that character, are fo rare, that they cannot be 
too much efteemed.”” I ordered Bertrand to get 
ready for our departure; and while he yoked the 
mules I drank my chocolate : then I got into my 
Chaife, after having laid injunétions upon my peo- 
ple to regard my fecretary as my other felf, and 
_ to follow his orders as if they were my own, | 

I arrived at Valencia in lefs than four hours ; 
and going ftraight to the governor’s ftables, there 
alighted, left my equipage, and was conduéted ‘to 
the apartment of that nobleman, who was then 
with his father Don Czfar. I opened the door, 
and entering without ceremony, accofted them in 
thefe words; ‘* It does not become valets to fend 
in their names to their mafters: here is one of 
your old fervants come to pay his refpeéts.”” So 
faying, I would have kneeled before them ; but 
they hindered me from fo doing, and embraced 
me, one after another, with all the expreffions of 
genuine affetion. ‘ Well, my dear Santillane, 
(faid Don Alphonfo) have you, been at»Lirlas, to 


take. 


a ee 
O° id SG 


oe ‘ee 
r : 
Por) = 


GIL BLAS, ae 


take poffeffion of your eftate?’’ ‘ Yes, Signior, 
(f replied) and I hope you will give me leave to 
reftore it.” ‘‘ For what reafon? (faid he) Is there 
any thing difagreeable about it, that gives you dif- 
guft?’’ “© Not in itfelf: (I refumed) on the cone 
trary, I am enchanted with it. All that difpleafes 
me in it, is, to fee cooks of an archbifhop, with 
three times more fervants than I want; which 
only ferve to put you to an expence equally ufelefs . 
and confiderable.”’ 

** If (faid Don Cefar). you had accepted the 
annuity of two thoufand ducats which we offered 
at Madrid, we fhould have been contented -with 
giving you the houfe furnifhed as it is; but you 
know, you refufed the penfion; and we thought 
we could do no lefs than make you fome other re- 
compence."* ‘* This is too much (I replied :) your 
generofity ought to have been confined to the pre- 
fent of the eftate, which is enough to crown my 
wifhes, . But, exclufive of your coft in maintaining 
fo many people, at a great expence, ¥ declare, 


that thefe people incommode and plague me. In 


aword, my lords, take back your eftate, or al- 
ow me to enjay it according to my own defire,”” 
i pronounced thefe laft words with fuch a determi- 
ned air, that the father and fon, who did not at 
all intend to lay me under any conftraint, promi- 
fed, at length, that I fhould live as I pleated i in 
my own houfe. | 

I thanked them for having: granted me that li- 
berty, without which I could not be happy ; when 
Don Alphonfo interrupted me, faying, ‘‘ My dear 


Gil Blas, I will introduce you to a lady, who will 


be overjoyed to fee you.” With thefe words, he 
took me by the hand, and led me into the apart- 


ment of Seraphina, who {creamed with joy ss 
6 
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the faw me. ‘* Madam, (faid the governor) I be- 
lieve the arrival of our friend Santillane at Valencia 
is as agreeable to you as to me.” ‘ That is what 
he ought to be convinced of : (anfwered fhe) time 
Nas not made mie lofe the remembrance of the fer- 
vice he did me; and to the gratitude I myfelf owe 


him, I add that which I ought to have on your ac-. 


count.” I told the lady governefs, that I was but 
too well requited for the danger I had fhared with 
her deliverers, in expofing my life for her fake. And, 
after many mutual compliments, Don Alphonfo 
brought me back from Seraphina’s apartment ; and 
we rejoin’d Don Czfar, whom we found in a hall with 
feveral perfons of quality, who came there to dinner, 

All thefe gentlemen faluted me with great po- 
litenefs ; and were the more civil to me, becaufe 
Don Czfar had told them, that I was once one of 
the duke of Lerma’s principal fecretaries. Perhaps, 
likewife, the greateft part of them knew, it was by 
my credit that Don Alphonfo had obtained the go- 
vernment of Valencia ; for every thing is known. Be 
that as it will, when we were at table, the new car- 


dinal was the whole fubjeét of the difcourfe. Some ~ 


gave, or affected to give, him great commendations 3 
while others feafoned their praife with fomefévere 
{neers. - . 

From hence 1 concluded,. that. they wanted I 
fhould enlarge upon his eminence, and make them 
merry at his expence. I had fome inclination to 
difclofe my fentiments of him ; but I reftrained my 
tongue: and this filence made me pafs, in the opinion 
of the company, for a man of great difcretion.. 

After dinner, the guefts retired to take their 
 fiefta’s at their own homes: Don Czfar and his 

fon, feized with the fame defire, fhut themfelves 
up in their apartments: and J, impatient to fee & 

ie citys 
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city, the beauty of which I had heard fo much exs 
tolled, weht out of tlie governor’s palace, with a 
defign td ftrole through the ftreets. At the gate, 
I thet 4 man, who accofted mie in thefe words : 
“Signior dé Saritillane, give me leave to falute you.”®. 
When I atked who he was, “I am now, (faid he) 
Don Cefar’s valet de chambre; but was one of his 
lacqueys, while’ you was his fteward: I made my. 
court to you every morning, becaufe you was very 
kind to me; and I informed you of every thing 
that happened in the houfe. Don’t you remem- 
ber, that I one day gave you notice, that the fur. 
gedn of the village of Leyva was privately admit 
ted into the cliamber of Dame Lorenga Sephora ?"”. 
“* Ihave not forgot it (I replied :) but 2-propos; 
what is become of that duenna?”? Alas i (faid he) 
after yout departure, the poor creature pined away, 
and died, more regretted by Sefaphina than by Don 
Alphonfo, who feemed vefy little afflided at her 
death,” | | 

Don Cefat’s valet dé chambre, having thus ins 
formed me of Sephota’s melancholy end, made an. 
apology for having ftopt me ; and I continued my - 
walk; fighing at the rémembrance of that unfor-. 
tunate , duenna, afd lamenting her fate; which I 
imputed to myfelf; without confidering, that it 
was. more owing to her own cahcer than to my 
cruelty, 7 

I obférved, with pleafure, all that was worth. - 
feeitig in this city ; the marble palace of the arch- 
bifhop agreeably entertained iny view; a8 well as. 
the fine portico’s of thé exchange; but a large 
houfe, which I difcetned at a diftance, and which 
Ifaw a great number of people enter, attra@ed my 
atcention. I approached it, in order to know the 
reafon of-fuch a great concourfe of mer and womep ; 
and was foen fatisfie i, wh2n I read (thefe,| words, 

Vou, IV, E writ- 
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written in golden letters, on a ftone of black 
marble placed’over the gate, * La pofada des los ree 
prefantes, And the players advertifed in their bill, 
that they wouid that day, for the firft time, a& a 
new tragedy, compofed by Don Gabriel] Triaquero, 


CHAP. V. Po 


Gil Blas goes to the play, where be fees a new tragedy 
ated, The fucccfs of that performance, with the 
- public tafte of Valencia, 


Stopt fome minutes at the door, to view the 

people who went in ; and obferved, that they 
confifted of all ranks. I faw cavaliers of a gen- 
tee! mien, and richly drefied, and fome figures as 
ordinary as the clothes they wore. I perceived 
ladies of quality alight from their coaches, and go 
to the boxes, which they had ordered to be be- 
fpoke; and female adventureres goin with a view, 
of alluring cullies. This concourfe of all forts of 
fpe€tators made me defirous of increafing the num- 
ber. Juft as I was going to take a ticket, the go- 
vernor and his lady afriving, difcerned me in the 
croud ; and ordeting me to be called, carried me 
into their box, where I placed myfelf behind them, 
fo as to be able to fpeak to both with eafe., I 
found the houfe full of people from top to bottom, 
the pit very much fhronged, and the ftage loaded 
with knights of the three military orders. ‘‘ Here 
is (faid I to Pon Alphonfo) a very numerous af- 
fembly.”” ‘* You muft not be furprized at thar: 
(anfwered he) the tragedy to be reprefented, is the 
compofition of Don Gabriei Triaquero, firnamed 
the modifh poct. As foon as the. play-bills advere 
tifed a new thing, written by that author, . the 
: © The play-houfe. ye 4g 
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whole city of Valencia was in a flutter: the men, 
as well as. the women, talk of nothing but this 
piece ; all the boxes are befpoke: and it being 
the firft day of its reprefentation, people are 
{queezed to death, endeavouring to enter ; although 
every place is double filled, except the pit, which 


they dare not difoblige.” -‘* Such madnefs! (faid 


1 to the governor) that eagér curiofity of-the pub- - 
lick, that furious impatience to fee every new pro- 
duction of Gabriel, gives.me-an high idea of the 
poet’s genius.”’ pee = 28 oe Oe oe 

In this part of our converfation, the actors ap- 
peared ; and we left off {peaking immediately, in 
order to liften with attention, . The applaufes be- 
gan with the prologue ; every verfe was attended 
‘with a * broubaba ! and at ‘the end of each a@, 
there was fuch a clapping of hands, that one would 
shave thought the houfe was falling. After the per- 
formance, they fhewed me the author, who went 
from box to box, modeftly-prefenting his head for 
the laurels with which the gentlemen and ladies 
prepared tecrownhim,) -.  .. 

We retufned to the governor’s palace, where 
three or four knights arrived in a little time: thi- 
ther alfo came two old authors: efteemed in their 
way, with 2 gentleman from Madrid, of under- 
ftanding and tafte. As they had all been at the 
play, the whole converfation at fupper turned 
upon the new piece. ‘ Gentlemen, (faid a knight 
of St. Jago) what is your opinion of this tragedy ? 
Is it not what you call a finifhed work ? Sublime 
thoughts, tender fentiments, manly verfification, 
deficient in nothing: in a word, it is a poem 
adapted to people of tafte.”’ “ I believe nobody 
can be of a contrary opinion : (faid the knight of 

® Brouhaha! a.note of applaufe. 

E 2 Alcantara) 
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. Alcantara) the piece is full of ftrokes that Apolle 
feems to have dictated, and of fituations conceived 
with infinite art. I appeal to this gentleman, (ad- 
ded he, addreffing himfelf to the Caftilian} he feems 
.to be a connoifieur; and I'll wager he is of my 
fentiment.”” ‘* Don't wager, chevalier, (anfwered 
the gentleman, with a farcaftic fmile) we do not 
decide fo haftily at Madrid: far from judging a 
piece at its firft reprefentation, we diftruft its 
beauties while they are in the mouths of the aétors : 
and how well foever we may be affeéted to the au - 
thor, fufpend our judgment until we have read it ; 
and, truly, it does not always give us the fame 
pleafure upon paper, that we received from it on 
the ftage, We ferupuloufly examine a poem be- 
fore we efteem it, without being dazzled by the 
author’s reputation, how great foever it may be. 
When Lope de Vega himfelf, and Calderona ft, 
produced new pieces, they found in their ad- 
mirers fevere judges, who would not raife them to 
the higheft point of glory, until they judged them 
worthy of that elevation,” . 

‘“« Zooks !. (cried the knight of St. Jago) we are 
not fo fearful as you: we dgn’t wait until a piece 


is printed, byt in the firft reprefentation fix its * . 


walue: there ig not even oceafion for our liftening 
to it with great attention ; if we know it to be a 
productiqan of Don Gabriel, that is enough to con- 
yince us, that it is without blemifh, The works 
of that poet opght to ferve as an epocha for the 
birth of tafte: your Lope’s and Calderona’s 
were but apprentices in comparifon of this great 
matter of the ftage.’” The gentleman who looked 


+ Don Pedro Calderona de la Barea, knight of the | 


prder of St. Jago, and canon of Toledo; j famous for 
the excellent comedies he has written, 


upon 
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upon Lope and Calderona as the Spanith Sophocles 
and Euripides, was fhocked ‘at this rath affertion. 
*¢ Such dramatic facrilege! (cried he.) Since you 
oblige me, gentlemen, to judge, like you, from a 
firft reprefentation, I muft tell you, that Iam not 
at all fatisfied with this new tragedy of your Don 
Gabriel : it is ftuffed with ftrokes more thining than 
folid ; three parts in four of the verfe are bad, or 
mif-rhimed ; the charaéters ill-conceived, and ill- 
fupported ; ‘and the fentiments often very ‘obfeute.” 

The two authors who were at table, and who,’ 
through a re‘erve as commendable as rare, had faid 
nothing, for fear of being fufpected of jealoufy, 
could -not help applauding the gentleman's fenti-: 
ments with their eyes; which made me guefs, that 
their filence was not fo much owing to the per 
feftion of the work, as to other prudential reafons, 
As for the knights, they began again to praife Don 
Gabriel, whom they even placed among the godb, 
This ‘extravagant apothcofis, and blind idolatry, 
made the Caftilian lofe all patienct: he lifted up 
his hands to heaven, ahd alt of a fudden ex- 
claimed in a fit of enthufiafm, “Odivine Eope 
de Vega! rate and fublime. genius, who haft left 
an immenfe fpace between thee, and all the Ga- 
briels who attempt to reach thy excellence; and 
you pithy Calderona! whofcelegant foftnefs, purged 
of epic ftiffnefs, is inimitable ; do not fear that your 
altars will be demolithed by this new pupil of the 
Mufes, who will be very lucky, if pofterity, which 
you will dclight, as you delight the prefent age, 
fhall hear his name mentioned.”” 

This pleafart apoftrophe, which no body ex- 
pected, raifed the laugh of the whole company, 
which got up from table, and parted. I was con- 
ducted, by Don Alphonfo’s order, into an apart- 
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ment prepared for me: there I found a good hed, 
jn which my worfhip went to fleep, deploring flike 
the Caftilian gentleman) the injuftice which igno- 
rant people did to Lope and Calderona. 


° CHAP. VI. 
Gil Blas walking through the fireets of Valencia meets a 
friar whom be thinks be knows. An account of that 


see 


Si had not feen the whole city jn my firft 
| excurfion, J went out next day, with an in- 
tention to take another walk ; and perceived in 
the ftreet a Carthuflan friar, who, doubtlefs, was 
going to perform the affairs of his community, He 
walked with downcaft eyes, and fo devout an ait, 
that he attraéted the notice of every body. As he 
pailed clofe by me, I looked at him with attention, 
and thought I fawin him the very perfon of Don 
“Raphael, that adventurer, who maintains fuch an 
honourable place in the two firft volumes. of my 
momoirs. 

I was fo much aftonithed, fo ftrack with this 
Meeting, that, inftead of accofting the monk, I ftood 
immoyeable fome minutes ; dpring which, he was 
gone a good way from me. ‘“ Jutt ‘heaven $ 
_ (faid I) were ever two faces more “alike! What 
mutt I think of this affair ? Can it be Raphael in- 
deed! or can [ doubt that it is he?’ I was too 


curious to know the truth, to remain long where 


I was, I afked.the way to the monaftery, of the 
Carthufians, whither J inftantly repaired, in hopes 
_ of feeing my man again, when he fhould return ; 

and firmly refolved to ftop, and fpeak with him: 


/ 


1 had no occafion to wait for this: when I cathe. to 


the gate of the convent, another face of my “ace 


| : quaint ; 


f 
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quaintance turned my doubts into certainty : I re- 
colleéted in the porter, my old valet Ambrofe de 
Lamela. . = 

We were equally furprifed to find one another 
jn that place, ‘ Don’t I dream ? (faid I, faluting 
him) is it a€tually one of my friends whom I be- 
hold?” He could not recal me at firft, or feigned 
himfelf ignorant of my features ; but, confidering 
that this feint was ufelefs, he, affected the air of 2 
perfon who remembers a thing all of a fadden s 
‘Ah! Signior Gil Blas! (cried he): forgive my 
want of memory. Since I have tived in this holy 
Se and applied myfelf to fulfil the- duties pre- 
fcribed by our rules ; I lofe infenfibly the remem- 
brance pf what I have feen in the world.” 

“¢ T am fincerely rejoiced (faid I) to fee you, after 
an abfence of ten years, in fuch a reverend drefs.”” 
<< And I (he replied) am afhamed to appeay-in it, 
before a perfon who has been witnefs of the guilty 
life 1 Jed. This drefs inceffantly upbraids me. 
Alas! (added he, fighing profoundly) to be worthy - 
of wearing it, I ought to have lived always in in- 


-nocence.’” ‘By this difcourfe, with which I am 


charmed, (I refumed) my dear brother, one may 
fee that you have been touched by the finger. of the 
Lord. J repeat the affurance of my joy at the oc- 
cafton ; arid long earneftly to hear in what mira- 
culous manner you and Don Raphael have entered 
into the right way ; for fam perfuaded that it was 
he whom I juft now met in the Carthufian habit. 
i am forry that I did not ftop him in the ftreet, 
and fpeak to him ; and I wait here for his return, 
in order to repair my neglect.” 

“© You are not miftaken ; (faid Lamela to me) it 
was Don Raphael himfelf whom you faw: and as to. 


the detail ycu defire, here it is. After we parted 
ne ea from 


36 Th ADVENTURES of 


from you, near Segorba, the fon of. Lucinda and f 
took the read to Valencia, with a defign of playing 
fome new trick of our profeffion in that city. One 
day, by accident, we went into the church of the 
Carthufians, while the monks were finging pfalms 
in the quire. We confidered them attentively, and 
experienced, that even the wicked cannot help ho- 
mouring virtue. We admired the fervour with 


which they prayed to God, their mortified air, — 


their minds detached from the pleafures of the age, 
as. well] as the ferenity that reigned in their counte+ 
mances, and fo. well expreffed the repofe of their 
confciences. 

While we made thefe obfervations, we fell into 
a reverie, that became very falutary unto us, We 
scompered our marals with thofe of the goad monks, 
and the difference which we found, filled us with 
forrow and difquiet. ‘‘ Lamela, (faid Don Raphael 
‘tome, when we came out ef the church) how art 
thou ‘affected with what we have feen? for my 
part, I cannot conceal from thee, the anxiety of 
‘my mind, I am agitated by emotions hitherto 
unknown to me, and for the firft time of my life, 
my confcience upbraids me with my iniquity.” ‘*F 
am in the felf-fame difpofition (anfwered I) the 


evil ‘aétions which I have committed, at this in- - 


ftant,, rife up againft me, and my heart, which 
was before hardened againft repentance, is now 
torn with remorfe.”” ‘Ah! dear Ambrofe ! (re- 
fumed my comrade) we are two firayed fhcrep 


whom, the heavenly father, thro’ pity, intends to. 


bring back into the fold. It is he, my child, it 
is he, who calls us, Let us not be deaf to his voice, 
Let us renounce cheating, quit the libertinifm in 
which we live, and begin from this very day to labour 
ferioufly in the great work of our falvation. We 
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muft fpend the reft of our days in this convent, 
and confecrate them to piety and penitence.” 

“© I applauded Raphael’s fentiment, (continued 
brother Ambrofe) and we formed the generous re-~ 
folution of becoming Carthufians. To put this in 
execution, we addreffed ourfelyes to the father 
prior, who no fooner underftood our defign, than, 
in order to prove our vocation, he aceommodated 
ys with cells, and we were treated like’ monks 
during a whole year. We followed the rules with 
fuch exadtnefs and conftancy, that we were received 
among the novices, We were fo well fatisfied with 
our fituation, and fo full of ardour, that we coura- 
gioufly underwent the toils of the noviciate; we 
then profeffed : after which, Don Raphael appear- 
ing endued with a genius for bufinefs, was chofen 
affiftant to an old father,; who was at that time 
follicitor. The fon of Lucinda would have rather 
fpent his whole time in prayer, but he was obliged 
to facrifice his inclination to the good of the con- 
vent. He acquired fuch a perfect knowledge of 
the interefts of the houfe, that he was deemed 
capable of filling the place of the old follicitor, who 
died three years after, Don Raphael actually ex+ 
ercifes that employment at prefeht, and acquits 
himfelf in it to the great fatisfaGtion of all our 


' fathers, who praife his condu& very much, in the 


adminiftratign of our temporalities, What is very - 
furprifing is, that in fpite of collecting our reve- 
nues, with which he is invefted, he feems en- 
grofied by eternity alone. And when his bufinefs 
leaves him a moment to himfelf, he employs it in 
the moft profound meditation. In a word, he is 

gne of the holieft monks in our monaftery. 
In this place I interrupted Lamela, with a trap{- 
part of joy, that I expreffed at the fight of sia 
’ : who 
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who arrived. ‘‘ There, (cried I) there is the holy 
follicitor for whom I waited fo impatiently.” Art 
the fame time I ran up and embraced him. He 
received my falutation with a good grace; and, 
without difcovering the leaft furprize at meeting, 
faid to me, with a voice full of fweetnefs, “« God 
be praifed, Signior de Santillane, God be praifed 
for the pleafure I have in feeing you.” ‘* Truly 
(I replied) my dear Raphael, I fhare as much as 
poffible in your happinefs. Brother Ambrofe has 
recounted to me the hiftory of your converfion, 
and I was charmed with the narration. What 
advantage have you both, my friends, in being 
able to flatter yourfelves, that you are of the {mall 
number of the ele&, who will one day enjoy 
eternal felicity !"" | : 

** Two wretches fuch as we are, (refumed the 
fon of Lucinda, with an air of great humility) 
ought not to conceive fuch hopes; but the res 
pentance of finners makes them find favour with 
the father of mercy. And‘you, Signiot Gil B!as, 
added he, don’t you alfo think of deferving pardon 
for the crimes you have committed ? What bufinefs 
brings you to Valencia? Don't you unkappily fill 
forne dangerous employment in this place ?”” “* Noy 
thank God, (Ireplied) fince I quitted the court, 
I have led the life of an honeft man, Sometimes 
at an eftate which I have fome leagues from hence, 
I enjoy the pleafures of the country ; and fome- 
times ¥ come to make merry with the governor 
of Valencia, who is my friend, and: one whom 
you both know perfe@ly well,”” 

Then I tecounted the hiftory of Don Alphonfo 
de Leyva, to which they liftened with attention ; 
and when I told them,-I had carried from that 

ee ‘noble- 
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nobleman to Samuel Simon the three thoufand 
ducats which we had ftole from him, Lamela in- 
terrupted me, and addreffing himfelf to Raphael, 
“ Father Hilary, “‘ (faid he) at that rate, the 
merchant has no caufe to complain of a robbery, 
for which he has received reftitution with ufury, 
and®we ought to have quiet corfciences on that 
article.” ‘°° Really, (faid the follicitor) brother 
Ambrofe and J, before we entered this convent,, 
fent privately fifteen hundred ducats to Samuel, 
Simon, by a worthy clergyman, who took the 
trouble of going to Xelva, in order to make that 
reftitution : fo much the worfe for Samuel, if he 
was capable of touching that fum, after having 
been reimburfed of the whole by Signior de Santil- 
Jane.” ‘* But (faid Ito them) are you fure that 
your fifteen hundred ducats were faithfully re- 
mitted to him?’ ‘* Queftionlefs,. (cried Don 
Raphael) I will anfwer for the clergyman’s inte- 
grity, as much as for my own.” “ And I will, 
join in the fecurity,.(faid Lamela) he is a holy 
prieft, ufed to thefe forts of commiffions, and has 
had, for things depofited in his hands, two or 


: three law-fuits, which he gained with cofts.”’ 


Our converfation lafted fome time longer; then 
we parted, they exhorting me to have always the 
fear of the Lord before my eyes, and I recome 
mending myfelf to their devout prayers. Going. 
ftraight to Don Alphonfo, -‘* You can’t guefs (faid 
I to him) with whom I have had a long conver. 
faticn. F have juft parted with two venerable 
¢arthufians of your acquaintance, one called father 
Hilary, and the other brother Ambrofe.”” “ You 
are miftaken, (anfwered Don Alphonfo) I know. 
not one carthuGian.” ‘ Pardon me, (I replied) 

you 
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you faw at Xelva trotlier Ambtofe tommiffary, ard 
father Hilary fecretary to the inquifition.”” ** Good 
heaven! (cried the governor with furprize) is it 
poffible that Raphael and Lamela are become car- 
thufians >?“ Yes indeed, (faid I) they have been 
prcfeffed monks fome years. The firft is fapici- 
‘tor, and the other porter of the convent,”’ 

Don Cefar’s fon mufed fome minutes, then 
fhaking his head, ** Mf. Commiffary of the inqui- 


fition, and his fecretary (faid he) are; in my opi- | 


nion, bent upon playing fome new farce here.” 
“You are prejudiced againft them, (anfwered I.) 
For my own part, having converfed with them, I 
judge more favourably of their intention. It is 
true, we cannot dive into the heart; but, in all 
appearance, they ate two eonverted finners.”* 
‘¢ That may be, (reftumed Don Alphonfo) there 
have been maiy libertines, who, after having 
fcandalized the world by their irregularities, fhut 
themfelves up in cloifters, to perform a rigorous 
penitence, and I wifh out two monks may be of 
that fort.” ‘ Why fhould they not? (faid ¥) 
they have voluntarily embraced a monaftic life, 
and have already lived a long time like good 
friars’ ‘“* You may fay what you pleafe, (re- 
plied the governor.) I don’t like that the cof- 
vent’s cath fhould be in the hands of that fame 
father Hilary, whofe integrity 1 cannot help dif- 
trufting. When 1 remember that fine detail he 
gave us of his adventures, I tremble for the car- 
thufians. I would willingly believe with you, that 
he has taken the habit from a very pious motive, 
but the fight of the cafh may awaken his cupidity. 
= reformed drunkard fhould never be left in a 
cellar,” 
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The fufpicion of Don Alphonfo was fully jufti- 
fied im a few days, Father Sollicitor, and brother 
Porter difappeared with the cath. . This piece of 
news, which was immediately {pread .all over the 
City, afforded great mirth to the wits, who always 
rejoice at the misfortunes which happen to endow- 


¢d monks. As for the governor and me, we pitied » 


the carthufians, without boafting of our acquain- 
tance with the two apoftles, / 


CHAP, -VII. 


Gil Blas returns to bis caftle of Lirias, Hears an agrete 
able piece of news from Scipio, And makes a reform 
in bis boufe-keeping, 


Spent eight days at Valencia in high tafte, living 
among counts and marquifes. Shews, balls, 


concerts, entertainments, converfations with the 


ladies, and other amufements, I cnjoyed by the 
favour of the governor and his lady, to whom 'I 
paid my court fo fuccefsfully, that when I fet out 
for Lirias, they were forry to part with me. They 
even obliged me to promife, that I would divide 
my time between them and my folitude ; and it 
was agreed, that I fhould live at Valencia in the 
winter, and fpend’ the fummer at my own 
houfe, This convention being made, my bene- 
factors gave me liberty to go and enjoy their 
favours, oo : | 
Scipio, who impatiently expeéted my return, 
was overjoyed at feeing me ; and I redoubled his 
pleafure by a-faithful report of my journey. 
“© Well, my friend, (faid I to him afterwards) how 
didft thou fpend the day in my abfence? didft 
thou divert thyfelf agreeably?” ‘* As well (apy 
{wered he) as-a fervant could, to whom, nothin 
Vor. IV, g 
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fo dear as the prefence of his matter. I lave 
walked all over our fmalt tecritories.. Sometimes 
feated on the brink of that fountain which is in 
our wood, I took pleafure in contemplating the 
beauty of its waters, which are as pure as thofe 
of the facred fountain, that makes the vat foreft 
ef Aibtena eccho with its noife. And fometimes, 
ftretched :at- the root of a tree, heard the lnnets 
and the nightingales tune their fongt In.fhort, I 
have hunted, I have fifhed; and what gave me 
more fatisfaétion than alt other amufements, I have 
read feveral tooks as ufeful as entertaining.” 
1 interrupted my. fecretary with precipitation, 
to ask where he found thefe books, ‘* J found 
them (faid he) in a handfome fibrary which Mr, 
-Joachim thewed me in: this caftte.” “ Ha! ia 
what part (faid 3) can this: pretended library be? - 
Did we not vifit the whole houfe on the firft day 
-of our arrival? ‘* So you imagined ; (anfwered 
he) but you muft know, we furveyed three pavi- 
lions only, and, forgot the fourth, where Don 
Cefar, when he came to ‘Lirias, ufually employed 
‘a part of his time in reading. There are in this 
‘library exceeding good books. left for you, as an 
atfured entertainment, wher.our gardens ftript of 
their flowers, and our woods of their leaves, thal 
-have nothing left to amufe us, The noblemen of 
Leyva have net done, things by halves, but pro- 
vided food for the mind, as well as for the ~ 
sbody.”” - cats Os, 
- Truly rejoiced at this picce of news, I followed 
him isto the fourth pavilion, which prefented a . 
‘very agreeable fcene to, my view. I beheld a 
-chamber, which from that hour I deftined to be. 
vy Apartment, as it had been Don Cefar’s. (The © 
wed of that nobleman was fi there, together | 
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“with all the reft ef the furniture: that is, a ta- 
peftry with figures. reprefenting the rape of the. 
Sabine women. From this room, I went into a 
clofet, farrounded with low preffes filled with books, . 
over which appeared the portraits of all our kings. 
There was alfa hard by, a window, from whence - 
we had a view of.a moft delightful country, and. 
an ebony bureau ftanding before a large: fopha co-: 
vered with black maroqauin. But J beftowed my. 
chief. attention upon the library, which- was com-. 
pofed of: philofophy, poetry, hiftory, and a great | 
number of’ romances: on the fubje& of knight- 
extantry. I concluded, that Don Cefar loved this . 
laft kind of: writing, fince he had made fuch plen-_ 
tiful provifion of it. I muft confefs, to my thame, 
that I was no lefs pleafed with thefe productions, , 
notwichitanding all she extravagances | with which - 
they are interwoven } whether it was owing to 
my being at that time no very confiderate reader, ; 
’ or that Spaniards j in general are too much captiva.., 
ted by the marvellous. I will fay neverthelefs, 
that I took more pleafure: in fprightly books of 
Morality, and that Lucian, Horace and Erafmus; 
became my favourite ‘authors. - 
_ © Friend, (faid I to Scipio, when I had fur.- 
veyed my library) here is amufement indeed ; but: 
our prefent bufinefs is to retrench our houferkeep- 
ing.’ ‘© I will {pare you that tafk, (anfwered he.) 
During your abfence, I have ftudied your peoplé, 
and now may boaft of knowing them perfectly 
well. Let ys. begin with Mr. Joachim, who (I 
believe) is a compleat rogue, and I don’t doubt, 
that he was turned out of the archbifhop’s fervice,. 
for haying committed. arithmetical blunders in his 
aecounts. Neverthelefs, we muft keep. him for 


tayo reafons ; the firtt i is, becaufe he is a good cook 5. 
, F 2 and ’ 
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and the fecond, becaufe I fhall always have arm 
eye over him: I will be a fpy upon his aétions, 
and he muft be as cuninng as the devil, if he is 
able to deceive me. I have already told him, that 
you intend to difmifs three fourths of your fer- 
vants : a piece of news that gave him fome pain ;_ 
and he affured me, that feeling an inclination to 
ferve you, he would rather than leave the houfe, 
be contented with the half of his prefent wages ; © 
a circumftance, which makes me fufpe@ that there 
is fome girl in the village from whom he wofild 
not willingly remove. As for the cook’s aififtant, 
(added he) he is a drunkard, and the porter an- 
infolent fellow, for whom we have not the Jeaft 
occafion, no more than for the fowler; I can- 
eafily fill up the place of this taft, as I will fhew 
you to-morrow, fince we have plenty of fafils,. 
powder and fhot. With regard to the lacqueys, 
there is one of them from Arragon, feemingly 
a good lad, him we will keep 3 the reft 
are fuch rogues, that I would not advife you 
to detain them, even if you wantéd an hundred 

valets. oe 
Having maturely deliberated on this affair, we 
refolved to keep the cook, fcullion, Arragonian 
footman, and fid ourfelves honourably of the reft.’ 
This was executed that very day, by means of 
fome piftoles, which Scipio took from our ftrong 
box, and divided amohg them, by my order. 
When we had made this reformation, we efta~ 
blithed a certain order in the houfe ; regulated the 
Office of each domeftick, and began to live at 
our own expence. I would have béen contented 
With a frugal ordinary ; but my fecretary, who. 
loved ragouts and dainties, was not the man to 
leave Mr, Joachim’s {kill unemployed. He kept 
- him 
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him fo well at work, that -our dinners and fup- 
pers might cane ferved a company of Bernarding 


monks: 


‘CHAP. vin... 
ae amours of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia. 


=wo days after my return from Valencia to 

Lirias, Bafii the labourer, my farmer, cameé 
in the: merfring to afk: leave to’ prefent: Antonia 
his daughter, who (he faid) wanted to have the 
hoyrour of : faluting ther- new mafter.. I told him, 
that it would give me great pleafure-; upon 
which, he” went- out, and returned foon after 


“with the fair Antonia, I think I may’ give that 


epithet to a-‘maid of fixteen ‘or eighteen years, 
who; with the moft regular. atures, . poffeffed . the 
faireft complexion, and ‘finef€ueyes in the world. 
Though the was clad in 4’ Ausf gown,’ her rich air, 


 majeftic. port. and graces, that do not always ac- 


company -youth, dignified. the -fimplicity of her 
drefs.: Shé wore no cap on ‘her’ head, her hair 


' being tied’ up behind with a knot’ of flowers, in 


the. manner of the Lacedemonian women. When 
fee entered my: chamber, I was as much ftruck 


' with her’ beauty, as the knights of Charlemain's 


court with the charms of Angelica. Inftead’ of 
receiving Antonia with eafe, and faying kind things 
to her; inftead of congratulating the father.on his 
happinefs in having fuch a charming daughter, I 
ftood confounded, aftonifhed and mute. Scipio, 
who perceived my diforder, fpoke in my ‘room, and 
was at the expeneé of thofe praifes which’ I owed 
to that lovely creature, As for her part, not 
at all dazzled by my figure, in my~ morning | 
gown and “aps fhe faluted me without.any concern, ” 
me | F 3 -and 
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and made me a compliment, which, though com- 
mon, enchanted my affeGion. In the mean time, 
while my fecretary, Bafil and his daughter were 
employed in mutual civilities, I recollected my- 
{elf ; and to make amends for the ftupid filence 
I had hitherto kept, paffed from one ,extremity to 
another, launched out into gallant difcourfe, and 
fpoke with fo much vivacity, that 1 alarmed Bafil, 
who looking upon me already as a man who would 
put every thing in practice to feduce Antonia, 
went out. of my apartment with her in a hurry, 


refolved perhaps to withdraw her from my eyes — 


for ever. oe 
Scipio, feeing himfelf alone with me, faid with 


a fmile, ‘* Here is another refource againft the. 


tedious hours. I did not know that your farmer 
had fuch a handfome daughter, having never be- 
fore feen her, though I have been twice at her fa- 
ther’s houfe: he muft be at great pains to conceal 
her ; and I commend his care. Egad, fhe’s a de- 
licate morfel! But (added he) F believe I need not 
fay fo to you, who were dazaled by her at firft 
fight.” “I don’t deny it, (anfwered I.) Ah f 
my child, I thought I faw. a celeftial fubftance. 
She inflamed me all of a fudden, and pierced my 
heart with an arrow {wift as lightening.” 

‘* I am ravifhed (replied my fecretary) to learn, 
that you are at laft in love. You wanted a mif- 
trefs to make you enjoy perfe& happinefs in 
your folitude, Thank heaven you have now all 
forts of conveniencies. I know (continued he) 
that we fhall have fome difficulty in deceiving the 
vigilance of Bafil; but leave that to me; I un- 
_ dertake in three days to procure for you a private 
interview with Antonia.’’ “ Mr, Scipio, (faid 
I) perhaps you might not able to keep your 

pro- 
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" promife ; but that is not what I am curious 


to try. I have no intention to tempt the .vir- 
tue of .that- girl, who feems to deferve that I 
thould entertain other fentiments of her. Where- 
fore, far from exacting of your zeal, that you 
thould affift me in difhonouring her, Iam refolved, 
by your mediation, to efpoufe her, provided 
her heart is not engaged to another.” “I did 
not expect (faid he) to fee you take ‘fuch a fud- 
den refolution to marry. Many ccuntry gentle- 
wren. in your place would not deal fo honourably ; 
they would never entertain legitimate views with: 
regard to Antonia, until they had tried others to 
mo purpofe. But however, (added: he) don’t ima- 
gine that I condemn your ‘love, and feek to dif- 
{uade you from your defign. Your farmer's daugh- 
ter’s deferves the honour you intend for her, if 
can beftow uppn you a heart unengaged, and fe 
fible of your generofity. This I muft inform my- 
felf of to-day, in a converfation with the father, 
and perhaps with herfelf.” 

My confident, who was a sundtusl man in per- 


forming his promifes, went privately to vifit Bafil, 
_ and in the evening came to me in my’ clofet,. 


where I waited with impatience, mingled’ with; 
fear. Drawing a-good omen from ‘his: chearful: 
look, “‘ If I may believe (faid FE) that fmile on thy 
face, thou comeft to fignify, that I fhall foon en- 
jey my wifh.”’ “ Yes, my dear mafter, (he re- 
plied) every thing is propitious to you. F have 
had a converfation with Bafil and his daughter, 
to whom I declared your intention. ‘Fhe father 
fs overjoyed to hear you defign to be his fon-in- 
Jaw; and I can affure you, that you are very much 
to Antonia’s tafte.”” ‘‘ O heaven! (cried f, ina 
tranfport of joy) what! am I fo happy as = 
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be agreeable to that lovely creature ?’’ ‘* Doubt- * 
lefs, (he refumed.) She already loves you. I have 
not indeed drawn that confeffion from her mouth 5 
but Iam convinced of her paffion, by the gaiety 
the difcovered when fhe underftood your defign. 
Neverthelefs, (added he) you have a rival."” ‘‘ A 
rival °° (cried I, changing colour.) ‘* You need 
not be much alarmed, (faid he) that rival will not 
rob you of the heart of your miftrefs, he is no 
other than Mr. Joachim your cook.’ . ‘¢ Ah! the 
hang-dog ! (faid J, buriting into a fit of laughing) 
this was his reafon for fhewing fuch reluctance 
to quit my fervice.’” ‘‘ The very fame, anfwered 
Scipio.) He fome days ago demanded Antonia 
in marriage, and met with a polite refufal.” 
“* With deference to thy better advice, (1 re- 
funed) methinks jt will be proper to rid our- 
felyes of the rogue, before he can get notice that 
I intend to marry Bafil’s daughter ; a cook, thou 
knoweft, is a dangerous rival.’’ ‘* You are in 
the right (replied my confident) we muft clear the 
houfe of him. I will give him his leave to-mor- 
yow. morning before he begins to work, and then 
T fhall have nothing to fear either from his 
auces or his love. I am forry, however, to 
Jofe fuch an excellent cook, but I facrifice my 
palate to your fafety.”’ Thou needeft not re- 
gret him fo much, (faid I) the lofs is not irrepa- 
rable ; I will fend to Valencia for a cook as good 
‘ as he.’? And indeed I wrote immediately to Don 
Alphonfo, that I had occafion for a cook, and 
the very next day he fent one who confoled Scipio 

at once, . 

Although the zealous fecretary had tald me, 
that he perceived Antonia was pleafed in hor 
heart, with the conqueft which the had made of 
her 
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, her mafter, I durft not depend upon his report, 


being apprehenfive that he might have been de- 
ceived by falfe appearances, To be more fure of 
the matter, I refolved to fpeak: in perfon, to the 
fair Antonia ; and repairing to Bafil’s houfe, con- 
firmed what my ambaffador had told him. That 
honeft peafant, a man of franknefs and fimplicity,. 
having heard my defign, affured me, that he 
would beftow. his daughter upon me, with«the 
utmoft fatisfaction ; but (added he) don’t think that 
it.is on account of your being lord of the manor. 
Were you ftillno more than the fteward of Don 
Cefar and Don Alphonfo, 1 would prefer you 
to all the ether fuitors who prefent themfelves,' I 
have always had a regard for you; and what 
gives me the moft concern is, that Antonia can- 
net bring you a large fortune.” ‘* I afk nothing 
with her, (faid I) her perfon is all the wealth to 
which J afpire.””? ‘* Your moft humble fervant, 
(cried he) that is not my intention: I am not fuck 
a beggar, as‘to marry my daughter: in that man- 
ner. Bafil de Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank 
God, to give her a dowry’; and for every dinner 
you beftow upon her, fhe thall afford a fupper to 
you. In a word, the rent of your eftate, which 
is but five hundred ducats, fhall amount toa shon= 
fand, by virtue of this marriage.” 

** You fhall do in that as you pleafe, my diese 
Bafil, (1 replied) we fhall have no difputes about 
intereft; and now that we are agreed, the fole 
bufinefs is to obtain the confent of your daughter.”’ 
** You have mine, (faid he) and that ‘is enough.” 
“< Not altogether, (anfwered J) if yours is necef- 
fary, her's is fo too.’’ ‘* Her’s depends upon 
me, (faid he) I would fain fee her refufe.’° 
‘* Antonia, (I ane fubmiffive to paternal au- 

thority, 
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thority, is ready without doubt, to obey you im- 
plicitly ; but I don’t know if fhe can do it upon 
this occafion, without relu€ance : and if fhe can’t, 
I thould never be ccnfoled for having made her 
unhappy ; in fhort, it is not enough for me to ob- 
tain her hand of you, unlefs her heart goes to the 
bargain,’ ‘* By’r lady! (faid Bafil) I don’t un- 
derftand all this philofophy : fpeak, yourfelf, to 
Antonia, and you fhall fee, if I am not miftaken, 
that fhe défires no better than to be your wife.”° 
So faying, he called his daughter, and left me 
alone with her for a minute or two. 

That I might enjoy the precious opportunity, 
I came to the point at once. ‘‘ Fair Antonia, 
(faid I) determine my fate. Aithough I have your . 
father’s confent, den’t think that I intend to avail 
myfelf of it, in dcing violence to your inclination. 
Charming as it is, I renounce the pofleffion of 
you, if you fay that I muft owe it to your ob2- 
diencge only.’”  “* That is what I will not.fay: 
(anfwered the) your addreffes are too agreeable, to 
give me pain; and, inftead of murmuring, I ap- 
prove of my father’s choice. I don’t know (con- 
tinued fhe) whcther I do well or ill in talking thus ; 
but if you was difagreeable to me, 1 fhould 
be frank enough to own it; why then, may I not 
fay the contrary with the fame freedom ?”” - 

At thefe words, which I could not hear without — 
being charmed, I kneeled before Antonia, and, in 
the excefs of my joy, feizing one of her fair 
hands, kiffed it with the utmoft tendernefs and 
paffion. “ My dear Antonia, (faid 1) I.am enchanted 
with your franknefs ; continue the fame unconftrain- 
ed behaviour; and as you fpeak to your hufband, 
difclofe your whole {pul to his view. May I then 
flatter myfelf, that you will be pleafed to fee your 
z fortune 
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fortune joiried to mine?” Bafil coming ifs at that 
inftarit, hindered me ftom proceeding. Impatient 
to know his daughter’s anfwer, and ready to grum- 
ble, had the fhewn the leaft averfion for me, * Well, 
(faid he) are you fatisfied with Antonia? “I am 
fo well fatisfied with her, (an{wered I) that I will, 
this very mtoment, go and make preparations for 
my marriage.” So faying, I took my leave of the 
father and daughter, to go and confult with my 


.fecretary on that fubje@. 


CHAP, IX. | 
The manner in which the nuptials of Gil Blas, and the 
fair Antonia were celebrated ; and the rejoicings with 
which they were attended, ig 


. Autterst I was under no neceffity of obtain- 


ing the permiffion of the noblemen of Leyva, 
Scipio and I concludéd, that we could net, in ho- 
nour, omit imparting to them, my defign of mar- 
rying Bafil’s daughter, and of atking their confent, 
out of good manners. - 2 : 

I fet out immediately for Valencia, where they 
were as miuch furprized to fee me, as to hear the 
caufe of my journey. Don Cefar and his fon hav- 
ing feen Antonia more than once, congratulated 
me on my choice. Don Czfar, efpecially, com- 
plimented mre upon it, with fuch vivacity, that 
if I had ‘not believed him to be a man quite — 
weaned from certain amufements, I fhould have 
fufpected that he had gone fometimes to Lirias, 
to fee his farmer's daughter, rather than to vifit 
his own houfe. Seraphina, after having affured me, 
that fhe would always bear a large part in what 
fhould concern me, faid, fhe had heard a very 
good charatter of Antonia ; but, (added the, with 
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a fatirical look, as if fhe reproached me for the 
indifference with which I repaid Sephora’s paffion) 
if I had not heard her beauty extolled, I fhould de- 
pend upon your tafte, the delicacy of which I know,” 

Don Cefar and his fon, not only approved of 
my marriage, but declared, that they would de- 
fray the whole expence of it. ‘ Go back to Li- 
rias, (faid they) and make yourfelf eafy, until 
you hear from us, Make no preparations ' for 
your nuptials, but leave that to our care.’ 
In compliance with their defire, I returned to my 
houfe, and making Bafil ‘and hig daughter acquaint- 
ed with the intention of our patrons, we waited 
their orders, as patiently as we could. During 
eight days, however, we received none: but, ‘to 
make amends, on the ninth, a coach and four ar- 
rived, full of manteau-makers, and rich ftuffs for 


the bride’s cloaths, and efcorted by feveral men in . 


livery, mounted on mules. One of them brought 
a letter for me, from Don Alphonfo, importing, 
that he would be at Lirias next day, with his 
father and fpoufe, and that the ceremony of my 
marriage fhould be celebrated on the day follow- 
ing, by the grand vicar of Valencia. Accordingly, 
Don Ceafar, his fon, and Seraphina, did not fail to 
come with that clergyman, all four together, in a 
coach and fix, preceded by another drawn by 
four, in which ‘were Seraphina’s women ; and at- 
tended by the governor’s guards, 

My lady governefs was fcarce arrived, when fhe 
. expreffed the utmoft impatience to fee Antonia, 
who, on her part, no fooner underftood that Se- 
raphina was-alighted, than fhe ran to falute her, 
and kiffed her hand with fuch a.good grace, that 
all the company, admired her politenefs. ‘* Well, 
madam, (faid DonCefar to his daughter-in-law) what 
o do 
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do you think of Antonia? could Santillane have ' 
made a better choice ?’? ‘‘ No, indeed, (replied 
Seraphina) they are worthy of each other, and I 
don’t doubt that their union will be perfe@ly 
happy.”’ In fhort, every one praifed the brides 
and if fhe was much applauded. in her country 
garb, every body was charmed with her, when 
fhe appeared in a richer drefs, Her air was fo 
noble, and her deportment fo eafy, that one would 
have thought, fhe had never wore any other. 

The moment being arrived, in which propiti- 
tious Hymen was to join my fate to her’ s, Doan 
Alphonfo taking me by the hand, led me to the 
altar, while Seraphina did the fame.honour to: the 
bride, In this order, we repaired to the village 
chapel, where the vicar attended to marry us; 
and that ceremony was performed amidit the ac- 
clamatioris of the inhabitants, of Lirias, and ald 
the rich farmers in the neighbourhood, whom Ba- 
fil had invited to Antonia’s wedding, with their 
daughters dreffed in ribbors and fdwers, holding 
tabors in theic hands. We then returned to my 
houfe, where, by the care: of Scipio, who was 
contriver of the feaft, we found threc tables co~ 
vered, one for the noblemen, another for their 
attendants, and the third, which was the largeft, 
for the reft of the guefts, Antonia fat at the firft, 
by defire of the lady governefs.; i did the honours — 
of the fecond, and Bafil took care. of the third. 
As for Scipio, he did not fit, but went from one 
table to another, employing himfelf in ferving and 
{atisfying every individual. 

As the entertainment was prepared by the go~ 


-vernor’s cooks, it could not fail of being compleat 


in all its parts, The good wines, cf which Mr, 
Joachim had Soak ample provifion, were drank 
Vor,sIV, G with 
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with profufton ; the guefts began to wax warm, 
and mirth and jollity reigned, when we were, all 
of a fudden, interruptéed-by an incident that alarm- 
ed me. My fecretary being in the hall, where 
¥ fat at table with the principal officers, ‘of Don 
Alphonfo, and Seraphina’s women, felt ‘down 
upon the floor, without fenfe or motion, Iran to 
his affiftance, and-while I. was bufied in bringing 
“Bim to himfelf again;-one of the women fainted 
away. All the company contiuded that there 
snuft be be fome myftery in this double fwooning, 
as it atually concealed one, which, in a liclé 
time, -was explained ; for, foon after’Scipio reco- 
vered his. fpirits, and faid to me, foftly, “« Why 
fhould the happieft of your days be the moft: difa- 
greeable of mine. It is impoffible for one to fhun 
his deft'ny (added he): I have found my wife’ ir 
the perfon of one of Seraphina’s maids.” 

<‘ What do I hear! (cried I) that is not poffible ! 
awhat! art thou the hufband of the lady, who was 
taken ill at the fame time with thee ?”? “ Yes, 
Sir, (he replied) Fam her hufband ; and fortune, 
_ A fwear, could not play me a more villainous trick 
than: that of. bringing her to my view.” “ I 
don’t know, my friend, (faid I) what reafon 
thou h:ft to complain of thy wife ; but, what- 
ever caufe fhe may have grven thee, pray cor- 
Mrain thyfelf ; if thou toveft me, do not difturb 
this entertainment, by fhewing thy: refentment.’* 
*€ You fhall be fatisfied with my behaviour, (replied 
Scipio) and fee whether or not IF 'can diffemble.”” 

So faying, he went up to his wifé, who, by 
the affiftance of her companions, was alfo reco- 
ver-d, and embracing her with the appearance of 
as much pafiion, as if he had been ravithed to fee 
ter again: “ Ab! my hase Beatrice, (taid he 
>, sit ‘heaven) 
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heaven unites us again, after ten years of fepara- 
tion! O happy moment for me!” “ I don't 
know, {aufwered his. wife) whether: or not you 
really feel any joy in meeting me here ; but this 
I am certain of, I gave you no juft-caufe to leave 
me, What! you found me: one night, with Sig-: 
nior Don Fernand de Leyva, who was in love 
with my miftrefs Julia, and whofe. paffion I af-: 
fifted ; and you took it in your head, that I liftened’ 
to him, at the expence of your and: my honour: 
thereupon, jealoufy turned your brain; you quit. 
ted Toledo, and fled from me as from a montter,: 
without deigning to come to an explanation !.Which. 
of us too, if you pleafe, has the. moft right to 
complain ?” “You, to be fure’’, (replied Scipio}. 
#° Yes, doubtlefs, (faid., fhe) Don: Fermand, sfoon: 
after your departure (from Toledo, married ju- 
fia, with whom.I.flaid as—long as: fhe lived ;- and: 
fince we were robbed’ of -hery by-an ontimely- 
death, I have been in the fervice of my lady her 
fitter, who, as well as her women, ean anfwer for 
the purity of my morals,” | , 

. My fecretary, at this -difcourfe, the- falfity of 
which he could not prove, behaved as became 
him.”’ ‘* Once more (faid he to his wife) I owns 
my fault, and afk pardon before this honourable 
affembly.’” Then, I. interceding for him; begged. 
that Beatrice would forget what was patt ; affuring 
her, that, for the future, her hufband’s fole ftudy 
fhould be to give her fatisfaction. She yielded to 
my intreaty, and the whole company applauded 
their re-union ; for the better celebration of which, 


- they were made to fit by one another. Their health 


was toafted ; every-body complimented them, and 
‘the feaft feemed to have been made, rather on ac- 
count of their reconciliation, than. of my nuptials. 
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The third table was the firft forfaken. The 
young peafants got up to dance with the country 
maids, who, by the noife of their tabors, foon 
brought the company from the other rooms, and 
infpired them with the defire of following their 
example. Every body was now in motion: the 
governor’s officers began to dance with the atten- 
dants of my lady governefs 3 the noblemen them- 
felves mingled in the diverfion. Don Alphonfo 


danced a f{arabrand with Seraphina. Don Czfar . 


performed with Antonia, who came afterwards 
and took me out, acquitting herfelf pretty well, 
confidering that fhe had only received a few leffons 
in the houfe of 4 relation, who was the wife of a 
citizen of Albarazin. As for me, who had 
learned in the houfe of the Marchionefs of 
Chaves, the affembly Idoked upon me as a great 
dancer, With regard to Beatrice and Scipio, they 
preferred a private converfation to dancing, and 
gave each other an account of what had happened 
to them fince their parting ; but they were inter- 
rupted by Seraphina, who being informed of their 
mecting, fent for them to exprefs her joy at their 
reconciliation, ‘‘ My children, (faid fhe) on this 
day of rejoicing, it is an addition to my fatisfac- 
tion, to fee you reftored to each other. Friend 
Scipio, I give you back your fpoufe, and proteft 
to you, that her condu@ has always been irre- 
ptoachable: you may live here happily together ; 
and you Beatrice, attach yourfelf to Antonia, and 
be as much devoted to her, as your hufband is to 
Signior de Santillane.’? Scipio after this could 
not help looking upon his wife as another Pene- 
lope, and promifed to treat her with al} imagina- 
ble affection, 
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--“The young peafants and their partners, having 
danced ali day, retired to their -own--houfes; but: 
the feftival was continued at the caftle, where a 
magnificent {upper was prepared ; and when it 
was time to go to reft, the grand vicar bleffed the 
muptial bed; Seraphina undreffed the bride, and 
the noblemen of Leyva. did me the fame honour. 
What was merry enough, the:officers'of Don Al~ 
phonfo, and the ladiés of the governefs, took it 
into their heads to perform the fame ceremony to 
Beatrice and Scipio, who, to make the fcene more 
eomical, very gravely allowed themifelves to be 


¢ 


ftript and put to bed. 
— CHAP. X | 
What followed the marriage of Gil Bias and the fair 
Antonia, . The beginning of Scipio's. biftory. | 
N the very next day after my marriage, the 
lords of Leyva returned to Valencia, after 
having given me a thoufand new marks‘of friend- 
fhip ; fe that my fecretary. and I remained in the 
houfe, with our wives and fervants only, | 
The care which both of.us took to pleafe the 
ladies, was not ineffectual ; in a little time, I in- 
fpired my wife with as much love for me, as I 
had for her; and Scipio made his fpoufe forget 
the forrows which he had: made her fuffer. Bea- 
trice, who had a pliant, obliging temper, eafily 
infinuated herfelf into the favour, and gained ‘the 
confidence of her miftrefs. In short, we agreed, 
afl four to admiration, and began to enjoy a fitua- 
tion worthy of envy. All our days glided away 
in the moft agreeable amufements. Antonia was 
naturally grave, but Beatrice and I were very gay 3 
and had we been otherwife, Scipio’s prefence was 


enough to keep off melancholy, He was an 
G 3. | 3 in~ 
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| incomparable fellow for fociety, one of thofe co- 
mical creatures, whofe appearance alone can make. 
3 company merry, 

One day that we took a whim, after dinner, to 


go and take a fiefto, in the moft agreeable place of — 


the wood, my fecretary was in fuch good humour, 
that he banithed all defice of fleeping, by his merry 
difcourfe, ‘‘ Hold thy. tongue, friend, (faid 1) 
or if thou art refolved to keep us from. taking our 
map, entertain us with fome ftory worthy of our 
attention.” 
_ . With all my heart, Sir, (anfwered he) fhall 
I recount the hiftory of king Pelagius *?’’ “ I 
would rather hear thy own; (I replied) but that 
is a pleafure thou haft not thought proper to 
give me, fince we lived together, nor ever wil, I 
fuppofe."” ‘ And what is the reafon ? (faid he) 
if I have not recounted my own hiftory, it was 
becaufe you never expreffed the leaft defire.to hear 
it; it is not, therefore, my fault that you are ig- 
Norant of my adventures ; and if you are in the 
: feaft curious to know them, I am_ready to fatisfy 


your curiofity.”” Antonia, Beatrice and I took . 


him at his word, and difpofed ourfelves in order, 
to hear his narration, which could not mils of 
having a good effe@, either in diverting, or lulling 
us afleep. 


* Pelagius, the firft King of Leon, reigned in the eightla 
century: and he lived fome time in fubjeCtion to the Sara~ 
cens in Spain, but refolving to thake off the yoke of fuch 
barbarous tyranny, he put himfelf at the head of- the 
Chriftians who had fled for refuge to the Afturian moun- 
tains, and being declared King, took arms againft the 
Tofidels ; whom having vanquifhed, in a bloody battle, 
he laid the foundation of the kingdom - Leon, in which, 
he reigned twenty years, 
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_ §* Had it depended upon me, (faid Scipio) I 
fhould have been the fon of fome grandee, or 
knight of Alcantara, at leaft; but as one does not 
chufe ais own father, you muft know that mine was 
an honeft foldiér of the holy brotherhood, Torribio 
Scipio by name, While he was travelling to and 
fro on the highway, where his profeffion obliged 
him, almoft always, to be, he met by accident, 
one day, between Cuenca and Toledo, a young 
gipfy, whom he thought very handfome. She 
was alone, on, foot, and carried her whole for- 
tune in a kind of knapfack on her back: ‘* Which 
way do you go, may dear?’ faid he to her, fof 
tening his voice, which was natural!y rough, 
‘< Signior cavalier, (anfwered the) I am going to. 
Toledo, where I hope to gain an honeft livelihood, 
in fome fhape or other,” ‘‘ That is a laudable 
intention, (he refumed) and I don’t doubt that 
you: have more ftrmgs than one to your bow.’’ 
‘* Yes, thank God, (faid fhe) I have more talents 
than one; I can compofe pomatums and effences 
for the ladies; I tell fortunes, tum the fieve to 
find things that are loft, and thew all that people 
wants to fee in a glafs o¢ mirrour.”” 

Torribio, cencluding that fuch a girl would be. 
a very advantageous match for him, who could 
f{carce live by his employment, though he was 
very dexterous at it, offered to marry her: fhe ac- 
cepted the propofal, and they repaired with all 
diligence to Toledo, where they were wedded ; and 
you fee in me, the worthy fruit of thefe noble nup- 
tials, They fettled in the fuburbs, where my mo- 
ther began to fell pomatums and effences; but 
that trade not anfwering, fhe became fortune-teller. 
It was then, that the faw the crowns and piftples 


fhower upon her; a thoufand dupes, of both ive 
| oon 
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foon raifed the reputation of Cofcolina,« whiclrwas 
the gipfy’s: flame;~-Some body came every day, to 
beg the would employ her miniftry for him : fome- 
times, a needy nephew, who wanted to know when: 
his uncle, whofe fole heir he was, would fet out for the 
other world: and fometimes a girl, wifhing to know 
if a certain cavalier, to whom fhe had granted the fa- 
vour, on-promife of marriage, would keep his word.: 
Pleafe to obferve, that my mother's predi@tions' 
were always favourable to thofe who follicited 
them: if they proved true, good and -well; but 
when theycame back to reproach her, becaute the 
contrary of: what the had prophefied came to pats 3 
fhe anfwered coldly, that they muft attribute it to 
the demon, who, notwithftanding the force of the 
conjurations that fhe eniployed to make. him. re- 
veal what‘ would happen, was es: fo mali- 
cious as to deceive her, 
"When my mother, for the honour of her pto- 
feffion, thought fhe muft make the devil appear in 
her operations, Torribio Scipio always agted that 
part, which he performed perfeGly well; the 
roughnefs of his voice, and uglinefs of his face, 
giving him an appearance fuitable to the character 
which he reprefented. Thofe that were in the 
leaft timorous, were always terrified by my father’s 
figure. But one day, unfortunately, there came a 
brutal fellow of a captain to fee the devil, whom 
he run through the body. The holy office, in- © 
formed of the devil’s death, fent its officers to 
the houfe of Cofcolina, whom they feized with all 
her effects ; and I, who was then but feven years 
old, was put into the hofpital of * Los Ninos. ‘There. 
were in that houfe charitable clergymen, who, be- 
4ng well paid for the education of poor orphans, 


: * Los Ninos, orphans, or rather boys. - 
: were 
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werevat the trouble of teaching them to read and 


write, They looked upon me as a promifing child; 
and, on that account, diftinguifhed me from the 
reft, by chufing me to run on their errands, They 
fent me into the city with letters and meffages ; 
and I made the refponfes at mafs. By way of 
recompence, they undertook to teach mie thié 
Latin tongue; but they behaved fo rudely, and 


treated me with fuch rigour, notwithftanding the . 


{mall fervices I did them, that, being no longer 
able to bear it, E ran away one morning early, 
when I was fent out on an errand’; and, far from 
returning to the hofpital, quitted Toledo by the 
fuburbs that lie on the Seville fide of the city. 
Though I was fcarce -yet hine years old, I felt a 

fenfible pleafure in being free, and mafter of my 
own aétions. I was without money, and without 
food ; but what did that fignify ? I had no leffons 
to ftudy, hor themes to compofe, After having 
walked about two hours, my little legs began to 
refufe their fervice: I fiad never before made fuch 
a long journey ; and I found myfelf obliged to halt 
and give them fome reft.. I fat down under a tree, 
by the fide of the road ; and there, for my amufe- 
ment, took ny rudiments out of my pocket, and 
read it in fport ; then remembring the ftripes and 
floggings which it had made me receive, 1 tore out 
the leaves, faying in great wrath; ‘* Ah, dog of 
a book! thou fhalt never make me thed tears again.” 
While I thus glutted my revenge, ftrewing the 
ground about me with declenfions and corijugatt- 
ons, a hermit paffed' by, with a white beard, 
large fpe€tacles, and a venerable air, He came up 
to me; and we examined each other with great 
eagernefs, “* My little gentleman, (faid he, fmiling,) 
we fcem to look at|one another with great atten- 

tion: 
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tion: I believe it would not be a bad fcheme for. 
yis to live together in my hermitage, which is not 
two hundred yards from hence.” ‘“¢ J ant your: 
humble fervant: (anfwered I, haftily) I have no 
ambition to be an hermit,’” The good old man 
daughed at this reply; and embracing me, faid : 
“<¢ Don’t be frighten’g at‘my drefs, my fon ; tho’ it 
is-not agreeable, it is, ufeful 5 it makes me lord of 
a charming retreat, and of the neighbouring vil- 
lages ; the. inhabitants of which love, or rather 
idolize me, “Come alang with me, (added he) and 
I will give you a jackey like this that I wear. if 
you chufe it, you fhall, fhare with me the f{weets. 
of my retired life; and if you don’t like it, upon 
trial, you fhall not only be at liberty to leave me, 
but you may be alfo affured, that I will not fail to give 
you a gratification at parting.’’ I fuffered myfelf 
to be perfuaded, and followed the old hermit, who 
afked me feveral queftions ; to which I anfwered 
with an ingenuity which I have not always preferv’d 
in the fequel. When we came to the hermitage, 
he \prefented to me. fome fruit, which I de- 
voured, having eaten nothing the whole, day but 
@ morfel of dry bread,.on which I had break 
fafted in the morning at the hofpital. The ancho- 
rite, feeing me make fuch good ufe of my jaws, 
faid, * Courage, my child; don’t fpare the fruit ; 
‘I have ample provifion of it, thank God : and I did 
‘not bring thee hither to let thee ftarve.” This was 
indeed very true ; for in lefs than an hour after our 
arrival, he lighted a fire, fpited a leg of mutton 5 
and, while J turned the fpit, covered a {mall table 
‘with a very dirty napkin ; upon which he laid two 

plates, one for himfelf, and anothes for me. 
When the mutton was ready, he took it off the 
fpit, and cut fome flices for our fupper, which was 
not 
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not a dry meal; for we drank excellent wine, of 
which alfo he had good ftore. ‘* Well, my chicken, 
(faid he, when we had dorte eating) art thou fatif- 
fied with my ordinary? This is the manner in 
which thou wilt be treated every day, if thow 
fiveft with me. Befides, thou fhalt do what thou 
pleafeft in this hermitage. ,All that I exa& of thee, 
is, to accoripany me when I go a-begging throught 
the neighboyring villages ; and lead an afs with 
two panniers, which the charitable peafants ufualfy 
fill with eggs, bread, fiefh and fifth; This is all ¥ 
fequire of thee.”? - ** I will do every thing you 
defire, (I replied) provided you don’t oblige me to 
learn Latin.” Brother Chryfoftom (that was the 
old hermit’s name) could not help laughing at my 
fimpticity ; and affared me anew, that he did not 
intend to force my inclination, | , 

We went a-begging the very next day with the 
afs, which I led by the hatter, and reaped 2 plen- 
tiful harveft ; every peafant being glad of an op- 
portunity to put fomething in our panniers: one 
threw in a whole ‘loaf; another, a large piece of 
bacon ; a third, a partridge: in fhort, we brought 
home viétuals enough for eight days: a circum- 
ftance that denotes the great friendfhip and efteem 
that the country people had for the hermit. It is 
true, he was of great ufe to them, in giving them 
his advice when they came to confult him, in re- 
eftablifhing peace m families where difcord reigned, 
in marrying their daughters, in furnifhing them 
with remedies for a thoufand forts of difeafes, and 
in teaching prayers proper for barren women, wha 
wifhed to have children, . 

By what I have faid, you fee that I was well 
fed in my hermitage: I was as well accommodated 
in point of feeping ;. Aretched upon eran 

3 raw; 
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ftraw, with a cufhion of coarfe cloth under my 
head, and a covering of the fame ftuff over my body, 
I made but one nap, which lafted all night long. 
Brother Chryfoftom, who had promifed to give me 
a hermit’s garb, made one for me from an old robe 
that he ufed to wear, and called me little brother 
Scipio, As foon as I appeared in the villages, in 
that regular habit, I was thought fo handfome, 
that the afs was better loaded than formerly: the 
bufinefs was, who fhould give moft to the little bro- 
ther, with whofe figure they were fo well pleafed. 
_ The eafy idle life which I led with the old her- 
Mit, could not be difagreeable to a boy of my age : 
accordingly, 1 liked-it fo well, that I fhould have 
continued there ftill, if the fates had not fpun for 
’ me days ofa very different kind; but the deftiny 
which I was bound to fulfil, foon detached me 
from idlenefs, and made me quit brother Chry- 
foftom, as you fhall hear. I frequently perceived 
the old man at work upon the cufhion that ferved 
him for a pillow ; he did nothing but few and un- 
few it; and I qbferved one day, that he put mo- 
ney into it, This remark was attended by.a cu- 
riofity which I propofed to gratify the very firft 
journey he fhould take to Toledo, whither he 
was wont to go once a week; I waited impatiently 
, for the day, without having as yet any other defign 
‘than of fatisfying my curioGity. At length the old 
man fet out, and I ript up his pillow, where I found 
among the wool with which it was filled, the value 

of about fifty crowns in different forts of coin. 
This treafure, in all probability, was the grati- 
tude of the country people, whom the hermit had 
cured by his remedies, and of the women who 
had been bleffed with children, by virtue of his 
prayers, Be this as it will,.I no fooner faw that 
it 
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it was money, which I could appropriate to my- 
felf with impunity, than my /®gyptian difpofition 
prevailed. I was feized with a defire of ftealing 
it, which can be attributed to nothing but the 
force of that blood which circulated in my veins. 
I yielded to the temptation without refiftance, fe- 
cured the money in a kind of bag where we kept 
our combs and night-caps; then quitting my her- 
mit’s habit, and refuming that of the orphan, I 
ran away from the hermitage, believing that I car- 
ried off in my bag the whole riches of the Indies. 
You have heard my beginning, (continued Scipio) 
and I don’t doubt that you expe a train of faés 
of the fame nature: your expe¢tation will not be de- 
ceived : I have many other fuch exploits to recount, 
before I come to my laudable actions ; but I will come 
- co them at laft: and you will fee, by my narration, | 
that a rogue may very well turn an honeft man. 
Child as I was, I was not fool enough to return 
to Toledo; that weuld have been expofing me to 
the chance of meeting brother Chryfoftom, who 
would have made me reftore my treafure in a very 
difagreeable manner, 1 followed another road, 
which condued me to the village of Galves, where 
I ftopt at an inn, the landlady of which was a 
«widow of forty, who had all the qualities requifite 
for turning the penny. This woman no fooner 
caft her eyes upon me, than judging, by my drefs, 
that I was a fugitive from the orphan-hofpital, the 
afked who I was, and whither I went. I an- 
twered, that having loft both father and mother, 
I wanted to go to fervice. “Child, (faid fhe) 
canft thou read >’? I affured her, that I hoth 
read and wrote to admiration, Indeed, I could 
form my letters, and join them in fuch a manner, 
as fomewhat refembled writing ; and that is enough 
Vou, IV, ay | for 
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for the occafions of a village-tavern, ‘I take thee . 
into my fervice (faid the landlady) thou wilt not 
be altogether ufelefs, but fhalt keep an account of 
all my debts active and paffive. I will give 
thee no wages, (added fhe) becaufe the good eom- 
pany that come here never forget the fervants ; fo © 
that thou mayft depend upon receiving good per- 
quifttes.”” 

I accepted the propofal, referving to myfelf, as 
you may well believe, the right of changing the 
air, as foon as my ftay at Galves fhould become 
difagreeable. When I found myfelf engaged in 
the fervice of this inn, I. became very uneafy in 
my mind: I did not defire to be thought a mo- 
neyed-man ; and was very anxious to know where 
‘I thould conceal my hoard, fo as that it fhould be 
fecure from every ftranger’s hand. I did not as 
yet know the houfe well enough, to truft to thofe 
places which feemed moft proper to fecure it. With 
what perplexity are riches attended! I deter- 
mined, however, to put my bag in a corner of: 
our corn-loft where there was ftraw ; and believing 
it more fafe there, than in any other place, made 
miyfelf as eafy as poffible. There were three fer- 
vants in this houfe, a fat hoftler, a young maid of 
’ Galicia, and myfelf: each of us drew as much as 
we could from the travellers that halted, whether 
they came on horfeback or a-foot. I commonly 
caught fome halfpence of thefe gentlemen, when I 
brought in the bill: they gave fomething alfo to 
the hoftler, for taking care of their beafts: but as 
for the Galician, who was the idol of all the car- 
riers that paffed, fhe got as many crowns as we 
did farthings. Every penny that I received, I car- 
ried to increafe my treafure in the corn-loft ; and 
the more I faw my wealth increafe, the more did 
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T feel my little heart attached to it: I fometimes 
kiffled the fpecies, and contemplated the different 
pieces with a degree | of rapture which none but 
mifers can conceive. 

This affection for my treafure obliged me to go 
and vifit it thirty times a day: I frequently met 
the landlady upon the ftair ; and the being natu- 
rally diftruftful, was curious one day, to know 
what it was that could bring me every moment 
to the corn-loft. Thither therefore fhe went, and 
fearched every corner, imagining that I, perhaps, 
- concealed in that place fome things which I had 
ftole in the houfe, ‘She did not forget to remove 
the ftraw that covered my bag, which having 
found, fhe opened it ; and feeing crowns and piftoles 
appear, beHeved, or pretended, to believe, that I 
had 'ftolen them from her, She feized the fum 
total accordingly ; then, calling me little wretch, 
and little rafcal, ordered the hoftler, who was in- 
tirely devoted to her will, to give me fifty good 
Jafhes, which when I had received, fhe turned me 
out of doors, faying that fhe would faffer no knave 
to live in her houfe. In vain did I proteft that I 


had not robbed the landlady: fhe maintained the | 


contrary ; and of courfe her word was beNeved 
rather than mine, Thus, brother Chryfoftom’s 

money paffed from one thief to another. © 
I lamented the lofs of my money, as a man ~ 
mourns the death of an only child ; and though 
my tears did not retrieve what I had loft, at leaft 
they excited the compaffion of fome people who 
faw them thed ; and, among others, of the curate 
of Galves, who was paffing by chance. He feemed 
moved’ at my melancholy condition, and carried 
me along with him to the parfonage; where, in 
erder to gain my confidence, or, rather to pump 
. P H 2 me, 
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me, he began by pitying my fituation. ‘* How 
much (faid he) does this poor child deferve com- 
paffion! It is not furprifing, if, abandoned to 
himfelf in fuch a tender agé, he has committed a 
bad action. Moft men find it difficult to live ho- 
neft through the whole courfe of their lives.’’ 
Then, addreffing himfelf to me, My fon, (added 
he) from what part of Spain do you come, and 
who are your parents? You feem to be ef fome 
good family. Tellme ingenuoufly, and be affured 
that I will not abandon you. 

_ The curate, by this politic and charitable dif- 
courfe, engaged me infenfibly to difcover all my 
affairs with great fincerity, I made a general con- 
feffion. After which, he faid, “ Friend,. though 
it does not become hermits to hoard up money, 
that does not leffen your crime ; in robbing brother 
Chryfoftom, you have tranfgreffed that article of 
the decalogue, which forbids theft: but I'll oblige 
the landlady to reftore the money, whichI will 
fend to the hermit ; fo that your confcience may 
be eafy on that fcore. > But this, I fwear, was 
the leaft of my uneafinefs. This curate, who had 
a defign of his own, did not ftop there: ‘* My 
child, (faid he) 1 intereft myfelf in your behalf, 
and will procure a good place fot you, I will, to- 
morrow, fend you by acarrier to ‘my nephew, 
who is acanon of the cathedral of Toledo: he 


will not refufe, at my requeft, to receive you inte. 


the number of his lacqueys, who live plentifully, 
like fo many incumbents, on the revenue of his 
prebend ; you will be perfectly well fituated, I 
‘can affure you.” 

I was fo much confoled by this affurance, that 
Ino longer thought of the bag, nor the ftripes 
which Ihad received, my mind being wholly pof- 

feffed 
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feffed with the pleafure of living like an incum- . 
bent. Next day, while I was at breakfaft, a car- 
rier came to the parfonage, according to the cu- 
rate’s orders, with two mules bridled and fadled. 
1 was helped up on the one, the carrier mounted 
the other, and we fet out for Toledo. My fellow- 
ttaveller was a fellow of humour, who liked no- 
thing better than to make himfelf merry at ano- 
ther’s experice. ‘My little junior, (faid he), you 
have a good friend in the curate of Galves; he 
could not give you a better proot of his affection, 
than that of recommending you to the fervice of 
his nephew the canon, whom I have the honour 
to know, and who is, without contradiction, the 
pearl of the whole chapter. He is none of thofe 
devotees whofe pale and meagre faces preach up 
mortification. He has a capacious countenance, 
a rofy complexion, a merry look, is a jovial foul, 
who enjoys the prefent hour, and in particular 
loves good chear, You will livein his houfe like 
a little prince.”’ \ , 

The rogue of a carrier perceiving that I liftened 
with great fatisfaction, continued to extol the hap- 
pinefs I thould enjoy in the canon’s fervice; and 
did not leave off fpeaking, until we arrived at 
the village of Obifa; where we ftdpt a little to 
bait our mules. The carrier, while he walked 
about in the inn, let fall by accident, out of his 
pocket, a paper, which I was cunning enough to 
pick up, without being obferved,. and which I 
found means to read while he was in the. ftable, 
it was a letter direéted to the priefts of the orphan 
hofpital, and conceived in thefe terms. 


fe G Entlemen, I thought I was bound in charity, . 
as to fend back to you a little knaye, who is a © 
H 3 , rune 
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*< run-away from your hofpital. He does riot feem 
«* to want capacity, but deferves to be carefully 
** mewed up; and I hope, that by preper cor- 
“© rection he will in time do well. That God 
“* may pteferve your pious and charitable worthips, 
** is the prayer of 

The Curate of Galves,’” 


When I had read this letter, which informed 
me of the curate’s good intentions, I did not long 
hefitate. To leave the inn, and gain the banks of 
the Tagus, which was more than 2 league from 
thence, was the work of a moment. Fear lent 
me wings to fly from the priefts of the orphan 
hofpital, to whom I would by no means : return, 
fo much was I difgufted with their manner of 
teaching the Latin tongue. I entered Toledo as 
gaily as if had known where to board. True, it 
is a City of benediction, in which a mtan of genius, 
reduced to the neceffity of living at his heighbour’s 
expence, cannot die of hunger. Scarce ‘had I ar- 
rived in the market-place, when a well-drefied 
cavalier; whom I paffed, laid held of my arm, and 
faid, ‘‘ Harkee, my boy, will you ferve me? I 
fhould be glad to have fach a lacquey as you.” | 
And I thould be glad (anfwered I) to have fuch 
& mafter as you.” “If that be the cafe, (he re- 
famed) thou art mine from this moment, Follow 
fme.’” This I did, without making. any further 
feply. ° 

This cavalier, who might be about thirty years. 
of age; and was called Don Abel, lodged in a houfe, 
where he poffeffed a very handfome apartment. 
He was by profeffion a gamefter, and we lived 
together ih this manner: ifi the morning, Icut as 
much tobatée fer him, as would fill fiveor fix pipes, 

| brufhed 
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brufhed his cloaths, and went for the barber to 
fhave him, and drefs his whifkers. After which, 
he went out, and made a tour among the tennis 
courts, from whence he returned about. eleven 

or twelve a-clock at night. But each morning 
before he went out, he gave me three royals “for. 
my day’s experice, leaving me at liberty to do what 
I would, until ten-aclock at night. He was very 
well fatisfied with me, provided he found me at | 
home when he returned, He ordered a doublet 
and hofe of livery to be made for me, fo that I 
looked like the page of a lady of the town, I was 
very well fatisfied with my place, and certainly 
I could not have found one more agreeable to my 
humour, — 

I had led this happy life almoft a whole month, 
when my mafter afked if I was pleafed with his 
behaviour. I asifwered, that I could not be more 
fo. ‘* Well then (he refumed) we fhall fet out 
to-morrow for Seville, whither my affairs call me. 
Thou wilt not be forry to fee that capital of An- 
dalufia, 

He that-hath not Seville feen, 
(faith the proverb) 
Is no traveller, I ween.” 


1 affured him, that I was reddy to fellow him. 
whitherfoever he fliould go. That very day, the 
Seville carrier came to his lodging, to fetch a large 
coffer that contained all his moveables ; and in the 
morning we fet out for Andalufia. 

Signior Don Abel was fo lucky at play, that he 
never loft, except when he choft to lofe. This 
talent often obliged him to change his place of 
habitation, that he might avoid the refentment of 
dupes; and this was the cawle of Cour: prefent 

2 journey. 
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journey. : Being arrived at Seville, we took lodg-_ 


ings near the gate of Cordova, and began to live 
as we had lived at Toledo: but my mafter found 
a difference between thefe two cities. In the 
tennis courts of Seville, he met with gamefters 
who played as fuccefsfully as he, fo that he came 
home fometimes very much out of humour, One 
morning, being chagrined at the lofs of one hun- 
dred piftoles, which he ventured the preceding day, 
he afked why I had not carried his dirty linen to a 
woman whom he employed to wafh and perfume 
it. I anfwered, that I had forgot. Upon which, 
falling into a paffion, he gave me half-a-dozen 
boxes on the face, fo rudely, that he made me fee 
more candles than ever burnt in Solomon’s temple. 
*¢ There, little wretch, (faid he) there is fome- 
thing to make you mind your bufinefs. Muft! be 
always at your tail, to tell you what you have 
to do? why are you not as ready to work as to 
eat? are you fuch a beaft, as to be incapable of 
anticipating my orders and occafions?’’. So fay- 
ing, he went out of his apartment, leaving me 
very much mortified at the blows I had received 
for fuch a flight fault. Idon’t know what adven- 
ture happened to him foon after in the tennis- 
court, but one evening he came home very much 
heated, and faid, “ Scipio, I am refolved to go 
to Italy, and muft embark the day after to-morrow, 
in a fhip bound for Genoa. I have my own rea- 
fons for making that voyage; wilt thou not ac- 
‘company me, and lay hold of fuch a fair occafion 
to fee the moft delightful country in the world?” 
i faid I would, but at the fame time propofed to 
difappear juft when he intended to embark. I 
thought I would revenge myfelf of him in this 
manner, and was very well pleafed with the {cheme, 


- which 


+. Ulloa ee Slee h 6 6SCLUElUCCUS 


GIL BLAS. 73 


which I could not help imparting to a profeffed 
bravo whom I met in the ftreet ; for fince niy ar- 
rival at Seville, I had contracted fome bad acquain- . 
tances, and this in particular, I told him in what 
manner, and for what I had heen buffeted, then. 
communicated my defign of leaving Don Abe) 
when he fhould be juft ready to go on board, and 
afked his opinion of my refolution. 

The bravo frowned while he liftened to me, and | 
twirled the cutls of his muftachio; then blaming 
my mafter with an air of gravity: “ Little gentle- 
man, (faid he) you are difhonoured for ever, if 
you reftri& yourfelf to that frivolous revenge 
which you have hatched. It is not enough to let 
Don Abel depart by himfelf; that would not be 
puniftiment fufficient. The chattifement muft be 
proportioned tothe injury. Let us therefore carry 
off his goods and money, which we will thare like 
brothers after he is gone.’ Altho’ I was natu- 
rally inclined to thieving, I was frightened at the | 
propofal of fuch an important robbery. Neverthe- 
lefs, thé arch rogue who made it, did not fail to 
perfuade me toit; and you shall hear the fucoefs 
of our enterprize. The bravo, who was a big 
ftrong fellow, came to our lodging next day in the 
twilight, when I fhewed him the coffer in which 
my maftet had already fecured his effects, and afked 
if he could carry fuch a weight. ‘‘ Such a weight ! 
(faid he) know, that when the bufinefs is to carry 
off the goods of another, I can lift Noah's ark.” 
So faying, he filttig the coffer on his fhoulders with 
eafe, and went down ftdirs with it upon tip-toes. 
I foltowéd. him with fome caution, and we were 
juft going out at the ftreet-door, when Don Abel, 
brought thither fo feafonably by his good genius, 
appeared all of a fudden. | 


- 
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‘¢ “Where art thou going with the coffer ?”” (faid 
he.) -I was fo confounded, that I ftood filent, and 
the bravo feeing the affair mifgive, threw down 
his load, and betook himfelf to flight, in order to 
avoid explanations, ‘! Where art thou going with 
the coffer ?’’ (faid my mafter for the fecond time.) 
«“ Sir, (anfwered I, more dead than alive) I am 
going to carry it on beard of the fhip in which 
you are to embark to-morrow for Italy.” ‘ Ha! 
(he replied) doft thou know in what fhip I intended 
to fail?” “ No, Sir, (faid I) but I have a tongue 
in my head, and I fhould have enquired at the 
harbour, where fome body would have certainly 
told me,”” At this my anfwer, which he fufpeéed, 
he darted fuch a furious look at me, that I was 
-afraid of a fecond beating. ‘‘ Who ordered you, 
(cried the) to bring my coffer out of the houfe ?’” 
“* You yourfelf, (faid I.) Don’t you remember 
how you upbraided me fome days ago? Did not | 
you fay, while you beat me, that you expected 
I would prevent your orders, and do what was 
proper for your fervice of my own accord? Now, 
it was in confequence of this direction, that I em- 
ployed one te carry your coffer to the fhip.”” The 
gamefter obferving, that I was more mifchievous 
than he imagined, difmiffed me immediately, fay- 
ing, with an air of indifference, ** Go, Mr, Scipio, 
and. heaven be your guide. I don’t choofe to 
play with people who have fometimes a card too 
many, fometimes one too few. Get out of my 
fight, (added he, in another tone) left I make you 
fing without your’ gamut.”’ I faved him the trouble 
of repeating his command, and got off in a twink- 
ling, being woundily afraid that he would ftrip me 
of my clothes, which however, he luckily fpared. 
I walked along the ftreet, confidering; where I 
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could ly, with my two royals, which conftituted 
my whole ftock. I arrived at the gate of the arch- 
bifhop’s palace. and as his grace’s fupper’ was 
then dreffing, an agreeable favour iffued from the 
kitchen, and diffufed itfelf a whole league around, 
** Zooks! (faid 1 to myfelf) I thould like to dif- 
patch one of thofe ragouts which falute my nofe. 
I thould evén be contented with an opportunity of 
dipping my four fingers and thumb in it. What! 
can’t I fall upon fome method of tafting thefe 
dainties that fmell fo agreeably ? the thing does | 
not feem impoffible. I whetted my imagination ac-_ 
cordingly, and, by dint of mufing, hatched a trick, 

which I immediately put in praé@tice, and which 

fucceeded to my with, I entered ttie court of — 
the palace, and running towards the kitchen, cried _ 
as loud as I could, Help! help! as if F had been 
purfued by fome affaffin. 

At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego the archbifhop’s 
cook, with two or three fcullions, came running 
out to know the caufe; and feeing no body but . 
me, atked why I made fucha noife.” ‘Ah! 
Sir, (faid I, pretending to be frightened almoft out 
of my wits) for the love of St. Polycarp, pray fave 
me from the fury of a bravo that wants to kili me.” 
‘* ‘Where is this bravo? (cried Diego) you are quite 
alone, without fe much as a cat at your heels, 
Go, my child, lay afide your fears, It was pro- 
bably fome body who wanted to terrify you for his: 
diverfion, and who did well not to follow you 
into this palace ; for, if he had, we fhould have 
cut off his ears.’ ‘* No, no, (faid I to the cook) 
he did not purfue me for his diverfion. He is a 
big ill-looking fellow, who intends to ftrip me, and 
waits hard by in the ftreet to catch me as I go out.’*. 
* He thall wait a long time then, (he replied) for 
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you fhall ftay here till to-morrow, and want for 
neither fupper nor bed.”’ 

I was tranfported with joy, when I heard thefe 
words ; and it was a ravifhing fight to me, when, 
being conduéted into the kitchen by Mr. Diego, I 
beheld the preparations for bis grace’s fupper. f 
reckoned fifteen perfons at work, but I could not 
number the difhes that I faw, fo careful had provi- 
dence been in behalf of the archbifhop. It was 
then, that feafting upon the fteams of the ragouts 

which I had only fmelled afar off before, I be- 
came acquainted with fenfuality. I had the ho- 
nour to fup and fleep with the fcullions, whofe 
friendfhip I gained to that degree, that next day, 
when I went to thank Mr. Diegofor the afylum 
he had fo generoufly afforded, he faid, ‘ Our 
kitchen-lads tell me, they would be glad to have 
you for a comrade, they like your humour fo well ¢ 
would you choofe to be their companion?” I an- 
{wered, ‘* That if I enjoyed that piece of good-for, 
tune, I fhould think myfelf perfe@ly happy.”’ 
** If chat be cafe, my friend, (faid he) look upon 
yourfelf from this moment as an officer of the pa- 
lace.” So faying, he went and prefernted me 
to the major-domo, who, on account of my éprightly 
look, judged me worthy to be received among the 
turn-(pits. 

I -was no fooner in poffeffion of fuch an honour- 
able employment, than Mr, Diego, according to 
the cuftom cf cooks in great families, who privately 
fent viGtuals to their miftreffes, chofe me to carry 
to a certain lady in the neighbourhood fometimes 
loins of veal, and fometimes fowl or: venifon, 
This good lady was a widow {carce turned of 
thirty, very handfome, very {mart, and to all ap- 
pearance, not ove-faithful to her cook, who not 

only 
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only farnifhed her with victuals, bread, fugar and 
oil, but alfo provided her in good wine, all at the 
expence of the archbifhop, | 
’ I was effectually improved in the palace of his . 
grace, where I. played a very pleafant prank, 
which is ftill fpoken of at Seville. The pages, 
and fome other domeftics, in order to celebrate 
their mafter’s birth-day, took it in their heads, to 
reprefent a comedy. They chofe that of the Bena- 
wides * ;.and as they had occafion for a boy of my 
age, to play the part of the young king of Leon, 


they caft their eyesupon me. ‘The major-domo, 


who piqued himfelf upon his talent of declamation, — 
undertook to inftruét me, and after he had given me 
a few leffons, affured them, that I would not be 
the worft actor in the play. As our mafter was at 
the expence of the entertainment, no coft was 
{pared to render it magnificent. A theatre. was 
built in the largeft hall of the palace, and decorated - 


_ with great tafte. There was a bed of turf 


made in the back fcene, on which I was to appear 


_ a-fleep, and the Moors fall upon me to make me 


prifoner, When the aétors were perfeé in their 


‘parts, the archbifhop fixed the day fer the repre- 


fentation, and did not fail to invite the moft con- 


. fiderable noblemen and ladies of the city to come 
~ and fee it, The day being come, each ator was 


bufied with his drefs, As for mine, it was brought 
to me by a taylor, accompanied by our.major-do- 


, mo; who, having been at the trouble of teaching 


me my part, was alfo pleafed to fuperintend my 
drefs, The taylor cloathed me with a rich velvet 
robe, trimmed with gold-lace and buttons, with 


hanging fleeves adorned with fringe of the fame 


* Benavides, the firname of a noble family in Spaia, 
defcended from Alonfo the ninth, king of Cafftile. 
Vou, IV, I > ~ metal; 
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metal ; and the major-domo himfelf placed upon 
my head a crown of paper, powdered with a 
quantity of fine pearls, intermixed with falfe ftones, 
Befides, they girded me with a fafh of pink-co- 
floured filk wrought with filver flowers; and 
every thing they faid to me, feemed to Iend me 
wings to run away with the plunder. At length 
the play began about twilight, I opened the fcene, 
by pronouncing fome verfes, importing, that being 
unable to keep myfelf awake, I was going to 
abandon myfelf to flumber ; at the fame time, I | 
(withdrew, and laid down on the bed of turf which 
had been prepared for me; but inftead of falling 
a-fleep, I began to confider how I could get into 
the ftreet, and efcape with my royal robes. A 
little private ftair that led down under the theatre 
into the hall, feemed proper for the execution of 
my defign. I accordingly got up nimbly, and 
feeing that no body took notice of me, flipt down 
that ftair which conduéted me into the hall, the 
door of which I gained, crying, “ Room, room, 
¥ am going to change my drefs.”’ Every one made 
way for me, fo that in lefs than two minutes J 
‘got out of the palace with impunity, and by favovr. 
of the night, repaired to the houfe of a bravo of 
my acquaintance. 
He was pérfedly aftonithed to fee me in that 
_ garb; and when I imparted the affair, he laughed 
“until he was ready to burft; then embracing me 
yith fo much the more joy, as he flattered himfelf 
with the hope of fharing the fpoils of the king of 
Leon, he congratulated me on having performed | 
fuch a fine ftroke, and told me, that if I went on 
at that rate, my genius would one day make a great 
poife i in the world, After we had fufficiently made 
ourfelves merry, ‘* What thall we do with this rich 
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drefs 2” (faid I to the bravo) who anfwered; 


‘6 Give yourfelf no trouble on that fcore. I know 
an honeft broker, who, without expreffing thé 
jeaft curiofity, buys every thing that is brought to 
him, provided he likes the bargain; to-morrow 
morning I will go and bring him hither.” In efa 
fe&, the bravo went out next day early, leaving 
me a-hed in his room, and in two hours returned 
‘with the broker, who carried a yellow bag under 
his arm. “ Friend, (faid he to me) this is Signior 
Ybagnez de Segovia, who, in fpite of the bad ex. 
ample fhewn by his brethren of the trade, deals 
with the moft fcrupulous integrity. He will tell 
you to a farthing, the value of this drefs that you 
want to part with, and you may depend upon his . 
eftimation.”” ‘ Yes, certainly, (faid the broker.) 
X muft be a wretch indeed, if I prized a thing 
under the true value. That is a crime with which 
3X was never taxed, thank God, and no man fhall 
ever lay it to the charge of Ybagnez de Segovia, 
Let us fee the goods you want to fell, and I will 
confcientioufly tell you what they are worth.’ 
“« Here they are, (faid the bravo, thewing them) 
and you muft allow, that nothing can be more 
Magnificent: obferve the beauty of that Genoa 
velvet, and the richnefs of the trimming,” ‘° I 
am quite charmed with it! (replied the broker, 
afcer he had viewed it attentively) nothing can be 
finer.”” ‘© And what do you think of the pearls 
of this crown?’ (refumed my friend.) ‘* If they 
‘were more round, (faid Ybagnez) they would be 
ineftimable: however, fuch as they are, I think 
theni very pretty, and like them as well as the reft 
of the drefs. 1 fincerely own it, (continued he) 
another rogue of a broker in my place would pre- 
tend ‘to defpife the merchandize, that he might 
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have it cheap, and would not be afhamed of offer- 
ing twenty piftoles for it; but I, who have fome 
confcience, will give forty.” 

If Ybagnez had faid a hundred, he would not 
then have been a juft appraifer ; fince the pearls, 
alone, were well worth two hundred crowns, 
The bravo, who had a fellow-feeling with him, 
faid to me, “‘ You: fee how fortunate you are in 
falling into‘ the hands of an honeft man. | Signior 
Ybagrez prizes every thing, as if he was upon 
his death-bed.”? ‘* That’s true, (faid the broker) 
and therefore I never rife or fall a farthing in my 
price, Well, (added he) is ita bargain? Shail I 
count out the money to you?’ ‘* Stay, (replied 
the bravo) my friend muft firft try on: his fuit 
of clothes, which I defired you to bring for him. 
‘Jam miftaken if they won’e fit him exaétly,’’ 
Then the broker, untying his bundle, fhewed me 
a doublet and hofe, of a very good dark-coloured 
cloth, with filver buttons ; the whole feemingly 
half worn, I got up to try this drefs, which, 
though both too long and too wide, appeared to 
thefe gentlemen, to have been made on purpofe 
forme. ‘Ybagnez rated it at ten piftoles 3 and as 
he never abated one farthing of what he atked, 
‘we were obliged to comply with his valuation. 
“So he took thirty piftoles out of his purfe, and 
{pread them upon the table ; after which, he made 
another bundle of my crown and royal robes, 
which he carried off accordingly. © . 

When he was gone, the bravo faid, *“*I am 
very well fatisfied with this broker.”- And good 
reafon he had to be fo: for, I am fure, he gave 
him one hundred piftoles, at leaft, by way of gra- 
tification. But he was not contented with that 
fm: he took, without ceremony, the half of 
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the money that lay on the table, leaving the other 
half to me, and faying, ‘* My dear Scipio, with 
thefe fifteen piftoles that remain, I advife you to 
quit this city forthwith: for, you may be affured 
that the archbifhop will give orders to fearch for 
you every where. J fhould be extremely morti-. 
fied, if, after having fignalized yourfelf by an 
ation, which will do honour to your hiftory, you 
fhould foolithly fuffer yourfelf to be apprehended.’ 
I anfwered, that I was fully refolved to leave Se- 
ville ; and, in effe@, after having bought a hat 
and fome fhirts, I gained the vat and delightful 
plain that ftretches among vines and olives, to the 
ancient city of Carmona, and, three days after, 
arrived at Cordova *. 

I lodged at an inn, as you enter the. great fquare 
where the merchants live; and gave myfelf out 
for the fon of a good family at Toledo, who travel- 
ed for my pleafure. I was,well enough cloathed, 
to make people believe this ftory, and the landlord 
was finally convinced, by the fight of fome pifteles, 
which I let him fee, asif by chance. I[t is pro- 
bable, indeed, that my tender years made him 
believe I was forme little libertine, who had run 


* Cordova, the ancient Corduba, a city of Andaluffe, 
opon the banks of the Guadalaquiver ; formerly the refie 
dence of the Moorith kings. It is famous for having, given 
birth to the two Seneca’s, the poet Lucan, the great 
general Gonzales, and many more persfons of note. The 
cathedral was heretofore a mofque, built by the Moorsy 
after the model of Solomon’s temple 3 and reckoned al- 
moft equal to that of Mecca, in beauty and magni-« 
ficence : being fupported by a vaft number of marble 
columns. This city is alfo famous for the martyrdom of 
many ai who were inhumanly butchered by the 
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_ away from his parents, after having robbed them. 


Be this as it will, he did net feem curious to know 
more than what I told him of the matter: being, 
in all likelihood, afraid‘that his curiofity might 
make me change my lodging. For fix royals a 
day, I lived very well in this inn, which was fre- 
quented by a good deal of ‘company ; there being 
at fupper in the evening, no lefs than twelve people 
at one table. It was very diverting to fee every 
one eating, without fpeaking a fyllable, except 
one man, who talking inceffantly, at random, 
compenfated for the filence of the reft, by his im- 
pertinent prating. He affe@ted the wit, told fto- 
ries, and endeavoured, by quaint fayings, te en- 
tertain the company, who, from time to time, 
Jaughed heartily, though not fo‘much at the bright- 
nefs of his fallies, as at his ridiculous behaviour. 
As for my part, I paid fo little attention to the 
difcourfe of this original, that I fhould have rifen 
from fupper, without being able to give any ac- 
count of what he faid, had he not found means 
to intereft me in his converfation, ‘* Gentlemen, 
(faid he, towards the end of our. meal) I have 
kept for the deffert, a moft diverting ftory: an 
adventure that befel, a few days ago, at the palace 
of the archbifhop of Seville. I had it from a 
bachelor of my acquaintance, -who told me, that 


he was prefent when it happened.” Thefe words. _ 
difcompofed me a good deal ; I did not doubt that 
it was my adventure, which he intended to re- ~ 


count: and I was not miftaken. This perfon gave 


a faithful. detail of it, and even informed me of.’ 


what I did not know; that is, what happened in the 


hall, after my departure: and this you fhall hear. ~ 


Scarce had I betook myfelf to flight, when the 
Moors, who, according to the performance. which 
was 
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was reprefented, were to carry me off, appeared 
upon the ftage, with a defign of furprifing me on 
the bed of turf, where they thought I was afleep ; 
but when they went to feize the king of Leon, they 
‘were very much aftonifhed to find neither king 
mor knave. The play wa’ immediately inter- 
rupted ; all the actors were perplexed ; fome call+ 
ed me, others fearched for me; one hollooed, 
and another curfed me. The archbifhop perceiving 
the trouble and confufion that reigned behind the 
f{cenes, afked what was the matter. A page, who 


-ated the Graciofo of the piece, hearing the prelate’s 


voice,f{came but, and faid to his grace: ** My lord, 
you need not fear that the Moors will take the 
king of Leon prifoner; he has efcaped with his 
‘royal robes.’’ ‘* Heaven be praifed! (cried the 
archbifhop) he was very much in the right, to fly 
from the enemies of our religion, and efcape the 
chains which they had prepared for him. He has, 
doubtlefs, returned towards Leon, the capital of-his 
kingdom ; and I wifh he may get home, without 
meeting with any bad accident. Let no man go 
in purfuit of him, for I fhould be forry if his 
-majefty received any mortification from me.”’ 
The prelate having {poke in this manner, ordered 
my part to be read, andthe play to go on. 


CHAP. XI. 
— The fequel of Scipio's biflory. 


S long as my money Iafted, the landlord treated 

° me with great refpect ; but no fooner did he 
perceive that my finances were exhaufted, than he 
Jooked cool upon me, picked a quarrel, and one 
morning early, defired me to leave his houfe. 
J quitted it with difdain, and. went, into.a sas tee 
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belonging to the Dominicans, where, while I heard 
mafs, an old Mendicant came, and. afked alms of 
me. I took two or three matavedis out of my 
pocket, and giving them to him, faid, “‘ Friendy 
pray to God to fend me fome good place : if your 
prayer is heard, you fhall not repent of your 
devotion, and may depend upon my gratitude.” 
At thefe words, the beggar viewed me very atten- 
tively, and anfwered witha ferious air; ‘‘ What 
poft would you have ?”” “ I could with, (faid I) te 
be a lacquey in fome good family.’” He then afked 
if my occafions were preffing. ‘‘ They cannot be 
more fo (I refumed :) for, if I have not the good 
fortune of being fettled very foon, there is no mes 
dium ; 1 mutt either die of hunger, or betgke my« 
felf to your trade.” ‘“* If you are redueed to fuch 
- meceffity, (faid he) you, who are not at all 
calculated for our bufinefs, muft be in a very dif 
agreeable fituation: bit were you in the leaf 
accuftomed to our way of life, you would prefer 
it to fervitude, which is, without contradition, ins 
ferior to beggary. Neverthelefs, fince you choofe 
to be a fervant, rather than to live a free and in- 
dependent life, as I do, you fhall have a mafter 
immediately. Notwithftanding my appearance, ¥ 
can be of ufe to you: therefore, come hither to- 
morrow at the fame hour.”” 

Refolved to be punétual, I returned next day to 
the fame place, where I had not been bong, before 
‘the Mendicant, coming up to me, bid me take the 
trouble to follow him. Ididfo; he condu@ed me 
to acellar not far from the church ; and this was the 
place of his refidence. Weentered his habitation ; 
and fitting down upon a bench, which was at leaft 
an hundred years old, he fpoke to me in. this mans 
mer: “* A good ation, as the proverb, fays, als 
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ways finds its recompence : you gave. me charity 
yefterday, and. that determines me to procure a 
place for you ; and this, pleafe God, I will foon 
perform, 1 am acquainted with an old Dominl- 
can called Father Alexis, who is an holy eccle- 
Saftic, and great confeffor. I have the honour to 
ran his errands, and acquit myfeif in that employ- 
ment with fo much fidelity and difcretion, that he 
never refufes to ufe his intereft.for me and 
friends. Ihave {poke to him of you in fuch a 
manner, that he is difpofed to do you fervice; and 
I will prefent you to his reverence, whenever you 


y 
“ 


, pleafe.’’ ‘ There is not a moment to lofe: (faid 


I to the old beggar) let us go inftantly to the good 


- friar.’ The Mendicant confented, and carried 
“me forthwith to father Alexis, whom we found in 


his room, bufy in writing fpiritual letters. He 


. interrupted his work to fpeak te me, and told 


me, that, at the requeft. of the Mendicant, he 
would intereft himfelf in my behalf. ‘ Having 
been informed (added he) that Signior Balthazar 


- Welafquez wanted a lacquey, I wrote this morn- 


ing in your favour; and he has anfwered, that he 
will receive you implicitely, on my recommepda- 
tion. You may, this very day, go to him from 
me ; heis my penitent, and friend.’” The monk, 
on this occafion, exhorted me, during three quar- 
ters of an hour, to do my.duty with fidelity and 
diligence. He enlarged particularly on the obli- 
gation I was under to ferve Velafquez with zeal : 
after which, he affured me, that he would take 
care to maintain me in my poft, provided my 
matter fhould be pleafed with my behaviour, 
Having thanked the monk for his generofity, I 
came out of the convent with the beggar; who 
told me, that. Signior Balthazar Velafquez was a 
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old rich woollen-draper of great mecknefs and 
fimplicity. ‘* I dare fay, added he) that you will 
be perfedtly happy in his family.”’ I inquired 
whereabouts the citizen lived, and went imme- 
diately to his houfe, after having promifed to 
make an acknowledgment to the beggar, as foo 
as I fhould take root in my place. I entered a 
large fhop, where two weil-drefied apprentices 
were walking to and fro, in expeCtation of cufto- 
mers 3; and afking if their mafter was at home, told” 
them, I had a meffage to him from father Alexis. 
At the mention of that venerable name, I was 
fhewn into the back-fhop, where the merchant fat 
at a buteau, turning over the leaves of a large 
day-book. I faluted him with great refpe&, fay= 
ing, while I advanced, ‘‘ Signior, I am the young 
man whom the reverend father Alexis recommend<« 
ed to you for a lacquey.”’ ‘‘ Hal wekome, my 
child ; (faid he) that holy man’s recommendation is 
fufficient. I receive thee into my fervice, ‘in pre 
ference to three or four lacqueys that werd fent 
by other people. It is agreed: thy wages run up 
from this day forward.”’ 

I. had not been long in the fervice of this citizen, 
before I perceived him to be juft fuch a man as the 
beggar had defcribed. His fimplicity feemed even 
fo great, that I could not help thinking I fhould ~ 
find fome difficulty in abftaining from playing him 
fome trick or other. He had been a widower four 
years, and had two children, a fon turned of five 
and-twenty, and a daughter going in her fifteenth 
year, who being brought up by a fevere duenna, 
and direGted by father Alexis, wallkted in the path 
of virtue: but Gafpard Velafquez her brother, — 
though nothing had been fpared in his education, 
had all the vices of a young fpendthrift.. He fome- 

| times 


GIL BLAS. - 87 


times lay two or three nights abroad ; and if, a¢ 
his return, his father took it intofhis head to re- 
primand him, Gafpard impofed Glence upon him, 
in a tone ftill higher than that of the old man. | 

“* Scipio, (faid the draper to me one day) I 
have a fon who is the fole plague of my life ; he 
is plunged in all manner of debauchery : a circum- 
ftance that furprifes me very much ; for his educa- 
tion was by no means negle&ted, I gave him good 
anafters, and my friend Alexis hath done his ut- 
moft endeavour to put him in the right road ; b 
he could not fucceed: Gafpard is fallen into a ftate 
of libertinifm. Thou wilt fay, perhaps, that I 
treated him too gently in the beginning of his 
youth; and that he was undone by my indul- 
gence: but that was not the cafe; he was always ~ 
chaftifed when I thought he deferved to be ufed 
with rigour: for, good-natured as I am, I have 
refolution enough, when there is occafion for it. 
I have even ordered him to be confined ; and the 
confequence was, he became more wicked than 
ever. In a word, he has one of thofe bad dif- 
pofitions, which cannot be improved by good ex- 
ample, remonftrances, or chaftifement, Heaven 
alone can work that miracle.” 

If I was not much moved at the forrow of this 
unhappy father, at leaft I pretended to be fo. 
<< How much are you tobe pitied, Sir! (faid I) 
a good man, like you, deferves to have a much 
better fon.” ‘Heaven, my child, (anfwered he) 
is pleafed to deprive me of that confolation, Among . 
other caufes which Gafpard gives me to complain 
of him, (added he) I will tell thee in confidence, 
there is one that makes me very uneafy ; that is, 
the inclination which he has to rob me, and which 
he but too often finds means to fatisfy, in fpite c 
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all my vigilance. The lacquey, whom you fuc- 
ceed, was in concert with him, and for that rea- 
fon turned away. As for thee, I hope thou wilt 
not fuffer thyfelf to be corrupted by my fon; but 
efpoufe my intereft, as father Alexis has, doubt- 
lefs, exhorted thee.” ‘* That TPH anfwer for, 
(faid 1:) his reverence exhorted me:a whole hour, 
to have nothing in view but your advantage: but 
1can affure you, I had no need of being exhorted 
to that: I feel myfelf difpofed to ferve you faith- 
fully, and my zeal will prove itfelf on all oc- 
cafions.”’ 

‘He who hears one fide only, hears nothing. 
Young Velafquez, who was a devilifh beau, judging 
by my phifiognomy, that I would be as eafily fe- 
duced as my predeceffor, took me afide into a 
private place, and fpoke to me in thefe terms < 
‘¢ Hark’ee, my dear, I am perfuaded that my fa- 
ther has charged thee to be a {py upon my actions : 
take care of thyfelf: I give thee notice beforehand, 
that thy employment is none of the moft agree- 
able. If ever! perceive, that thou makeft thy re- 
marks upon me, I will cudgel thee to death ; 
whereas, if thou wilt affift me in cheating my fa- 
ther, thou mayeft depend upon my gratitude. 
Muft I be more plain with you? Thou fhalt have 
a fthare of the purchafe. Make thy choice there- 
fore, and declare this inftant either for the father 
or fon; for I will admit of no neutrality.”’ 

“* Sir, (anfwered I) you are very fhort with 
me; and I plainly perceive, that 1 cannot help 
efpoufing your caufe, though, in my heart, I feel 
a relu€tancy to betray Signior Velafquez.”’ ‘* Thou 
oughteft to make no fcruple in fo doing: (replied 
Gafpard) he is an old mifer, who wants to keep 
me ftill in leading-ftrings ; a wretch. who denies 

me 
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tne the neceffaries of life, in refufing to furnifh me 
with money for my pleafures ; for pleafures are 
the neceffaries of life, at the age of five-ande 
twenty : thou muft therefore look upon my father 
in that point of view.’’ ‘* Enough, Sir, (faid I) 
there is no fuch thing as holding out againft fo juft 
acaufe of complaint. I offer my fervice, to fe- 
cond you in your laudable undertakings ; but let 
us conceal our mutual intelligence, that your faith- 
ful affociate may not be turned out of doors, You 
will do well, methinks, in affe@ting to hate me : 
{peak roughly to me before people, and do not 
{pare ill language ; even fome boxes on the ear, 
and kicks on the breech, will not be amifs: on the 
contrary, the more marks of averfion you beftow up< 
on me, the more confidence will Balthazar have 
in my integrity. As for my part, I will pretend to 
avoid your converfation: in ferving you at table, 
I will feem to acquit myfelf with regret ; and when 
I talk of you to the apprentices, don’t take it ill, 
that I rail at you with great bitternefs.”’ 

~“ Egad! (cried, Velafquez, hearing my lfaft 
words) I admire thy genius, my friend: thou 
fheweft, at thy age, an aftonifhing capacity for 
intrigue, from whence I conceive the moft happy 


. prefage ; for I hope, with thy affiftance, I thall 


not leave my father one fingle piftole.” «© You 
do me a great deal of honour (faid I) in depending — 
fo much on my induftry: I will do my utmoft | 
endeavour to juftify the good opinion you have of 
my underftanding ; and if I fail, at leaft it thall 
not be my fault.” 

It was not long before T let Gafpard fee that I was 
actually the man he wanted ; and this is the firft 
fervice I did him: Balthazar’s ftrong box ftood 
in his chamber, juft by his bed-fide, and ferv- 
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ed him inftead of a pew for prayer. Every time 
J looked at it, my eye-fight was regaled; and } 
frequently faid to myfelf: ** Friend Strong-box, 
muft thou be always locked to me? Shall 1 never 
have the pleafure of contemplating thy contents ?°* 
As I went whenever I pleafed into this chamber, 
which was forbid to no-body but Gafpard, I hap- 
pened one day to perceive his father, who think- 
ing himfelf unobferved, after having opened and 
Yocked his ftrong box, concealed the key behind 
. @ hanging. I marked the place well, and imparted 
my difcovery to my young mafter, ‘who embraced 
me with joy, faying, “© Ah, my dear Scipio ! what 
a charming piece pf news is this? Our fortune is 
made, my child. I will this very day give thee 
‘wax, with whick thou mayeft take the impreffion of 
the key, and put it into my hands, J fhall eafily 
find an obliging lockfmith in Cordova ; in which, 
thank heaven, there is no fcarcity of rogues.” 
<¢ But why (fajd I to Gafpard) would you make 
a falfe key, when we can ufe ‘the true one?” 
** Becaufe (anfWered'he) my father, through dif- 
truft, or fome other motive, may take it in his 
head to hide it elfewhere ; and therefore it is bet- 
ter to have one for ourfelves."? I approved of his 
caution ; and yielding to his inclination, prepared 
for taking the impreffion of the key. This wags 
executed one morning.early, while my old mafter 
paid a vifit to father Alexis, with whom he had 
ufually long converfations, This was not all ;. 
J ufed the key in opening the box, avhich being 
filled with large and fmall bags, threw me into a 
charming perplexity : I did not know which to chafe, 
Yuch affeétion did I conceive for both kinds, Ne- 
verthelefs, as the fear of being furprized did net 
permit me to make a Jong fcrutiny, I laid hold of 
: png 
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one of the largeft, at a venture ; then locking the 
coffer, and replacing the key behind the hangings, 
I quitted the chamber with my prey, which I went 
and concealed under my bed in a fmall wardrobe, | 
where I lay. | 

Having performed this operation fo fuccefsfully, 

_i went immediately to the young Welafquez, who 
waited for me in a houfe, where he had appointed 
to meet me, and gave him infinite joy, by telling 
what I had done. He was fo well fatisfied, that - 
he loaded me with careffes, and generoufly offered, 
me the half of the money which was in the bag é 
bute that I refufed, faying, ‘* No, no, Sir; thia 
firft bag is your own; ufe it for your occafions: I 
will foon return to the ftrong box, where, thank 
heaven, there is money enough for us both.” In 
effe@, three days after this, I carried off a fecond 
bag, containing, as the former, five hundred crowns, 
of which I would receive one fourth only, not« 
withftanding the preffing inftances of Gafpard, 
that it thould be equally divided between us. 

As foon as this young man found himfelf well 
ftocked, and, confequently, in a condition to fa+ 
tisfy his paffion for women and play, he abandoned» 
himfelf intirely to both: he had even the misfor» 
tune to fal] in love with one of thofe famous co-+ 
quets, who devour and {wallow the largeft patri- 
monies in a very little time ; and being at a terrible 
expence on her account, laid me under the neceffity 
of paying fo many vifits to the ftrong box, that ag 
length old Velafquez perceived himfelf robbed. 
** Scipio, (faid he ohe morning) I muft tell thee 3 
fecret: fomebody robs me, my friend: my ftrong 
box has been opened, and feveral bags taken out s 
this is certain. Who muft be taxed with this theft ? 
Or rather, who elfe than my fon Gafpard, whg 
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has entered my chamber by ftealth, or been intro- 
duced by thee; for 1 am tempted to believe thee 
his accomplice, though you feem to hate one an- 
ether fo much. Neverthelefs, I will not liften to 
my fufpicion, fince father Alexis hath anfwered 
for thy fidelity.” I replied that, thank heaven, I 
never coveted my neighbour's wealth ; and accom- 
‘panied that lie with an hypocritical grimace, which 
ferved inftead of an apology. 

The old man, fure enough, faid no more of the 
"matter; but he did not leave off including me in 
his fufpicion ; and taking his precautions againft 
our attempts, ordered his ftrong box to be fecured 
by another lock, the key of which he always kept 
in his pocket. By thefe means, all cOmmerce be- 
tween us and the bags being broken, we looked 
very filly, efpecially Gafpard, who being no longer 
able.to gratify the extravagance of his nymph, was 
afraid of lofing the privilege of vifiting her. He 
had genius enough, however, to invent an expe- 
dient which fupported his expence a few days 
Jonger: and that ingenious fhift was, to appro- 
priate to himfelf, by way of loan, all my fhare of 
the evacuations which I had performed in the 
ftrong box, I gave it all to the very laft piece ; 
and this, methinks, may pafs for an anticipated 
reftitution which J made to the old merchant, in 
the perfon of his heir, 

’ The young man, when he had exhaufted this 
refource, confidering that he had now none left, 
fell into a profound and gloomy fit of melancholy, 
which gradually difordered his reafon, ‘ He looked 
upon his father as the only plague of /his life; he 
was feized with the moft violent defpair.; and, 
without liftening to the voice of nature, -the wreich 
conceived the horrible defign of poifoning his pa- 
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rent. He not only communicated this execrable 
proje& to me, but even propofed that I fhould té 
the inftrument of his vengeance. Being ftruck 


‘with horror at the propofal, ‘ Sir; (faid I) is 


it poffible that you fhould be fo abandoned by hea- 


ven, as to form this abominable refolution! What! . 


are you capable of murthering the author of your 
own being ? Shall it be faid, that in Spain, in the 
very bofom of Chriftianity, a crime was commit- 
ed, the very idea of which raifes horror in the 


- moft barbarous nations? No, my dear mafterl 


(added J, falling on my knees before him) no, you 
will not commit an a@tion which would juftly in- 
cenfe the whole world againft you, and be attend= 
ed with the moft infamous chaftifement,”” 

I faid a. great many things mote, to diffuade 
Gafpard from fuch a guilty undertaking, I don't 
know where I found all the arguments of a vir- 
tuous man, which I ufed to combat his defpair s 
but certain it is, I fpoke like a doétor of Sala- 
manca, though I was but a boy, and no other than 
the fon of Cofcolina. Neverthelefs, in vain did I 
reprefent to him, that he ought to reflect férioufly, 
and courageoufly repel thofe deteftable fentiments 
which had taken poffeffion of his foul; all my 
eloquence was ineffectual. He hung his head, 
-and remained in fullen filence: fo that I cohcluded 
he would not fwerve from his refolution, notwith= 
ftanding all I could fay. 

Whereupon I went and demanded a private 
converfation with my old matter; to whom, when 
we were fhut up in a room together, 1 faid, 
*“ Suffer me, Sir, to throw myfelf at your feet, 
and implore your mercy.” So faying, I fell down 
before him in great agitation, with my counte- 
nance bathed in tears. The merchant, furprifed 
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4t my proftration, and the diforder of my looks, 
asked what I had done: “ A deed (I replied) of 
which I now heartily repent, and with which I 


will upbraid myfelf as long as I live. Ihave been: 


weak enough to liften to your fon, and to affitt 
him in ftealing your money.”” I then made a fin- 
cere confeffion of all that had paffed on that fub- 
jet: after which, I gave him an account of the 
converfation I had with Gafpard, whofe defign I 
revealed, without forgetting the leaft circumftance. 

Bad as his opinion of his fon was, old Velaf- 
quez.could f{carce credit my information, the truth 
of which, however, having no reafon to doubt ; 


'* Scipia, (faid he, raifing me, for I was ftill on. 


my knees) I pardon thee, in confideration of the 
important notice thou haft given me. Gafpard, 
(added he, raifing his voice) Gafpard has a defign 
upon my life! ah ungrateful fon! ah monfter ! 
who had better been ftified in the birth, than al- 
lowed to liye and become a parricide! what caufe 
haft thou to attempt my life? Fallow thee a rea- 
fonable yearly fum for thy pleafures, and thou art 
not fatisfied ? Muft I permit thee to fquander away 


my whole fortune?’ Having uttered this bitter — 


apoftrophe, he laid injunctions upcn me to keep 
the fecret, and faid he would confider what was to 
_be done in fuch a delicate conjuncture. 

I was very anxious to know what refolution 
this unfortunate father would take, when that very 
day he fent for Gafpard, and fpoke thus to him, 
without manifefting a tittle of what he had in his 
~ head. “ Son, Ihave received a letter from Me- 
rida, importing, that if you chufe to marry, you 
may have a maiden of that place, who is but fif- 
teen years old, perfectly handfome, and miftrefs 
: oF @ good fortune ; ‘if you have no reluctance to. 
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' the marriage, we will fet out early to-morrow 


for Merida, vifit the lady who is propofed, and if 
you find her to your liking, you fhall efpoufe her 
forthwith.’” Gafpard hearing mention made of 
a good fortune, which he thought was already in 
his clutches ; anfwered without hefitation, that he 
was ready to go: fo, that next morning at day- 
break, they departed by themfelves, mounted on 
two good mules. 

When they had got as .far as the mountains of 
Fefira, into a place as much frequented by robbers 
as dreaded by travellers, Balthazar alighted, de- 
firing his fon to do the fame: the young man 
obeyed, and asked the reafon of their quitting their 
mules in that place, ‘* I will tell thee, (anfwered 
the old man, darting at him a look in which his 
grief and indignation were painted) we have no 
bufinefs at Merida; and the marriage which I 
mentioned, is only a fable I invented to bring thee 
hither. I am not ignorant, ungrateful and unna- 
tural fon! I am not ignorant of the crime which 
thou haft hatched ; I know that Iam to be pre- 
fented with a poifon prepared by thee: but fool 
that thou art, doft thou flatter thyfelf that thou 
canft deprive me of my life, in that manner, with 
impunity ? Thou art miftaken, thy guilt would 
foon be difcovered, and thou wouldft perifh by the 
hand of the hangman. There is (added he) a 
furer method of fatiating thy rage, without expo- 
fing thyfelf to an ignominious death : we are here 
without witneffes, in a place where murders are 
committed every day: fince thou art fo eftranged 
from my blood, plunge thy poignard into my bo- 
fom, and the murder will be imputed to robbers.”” 
So faying, Balthazar baring his breaft, and point- 


ing to his heart, “‘ Here, Gafpard, (added he) trike 
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the mortal blow, and punifh me for having given 
being to fuch a wretch as thee.”* 

Young Velafquez, thunderftruck at thefe wordy 
far from feeking to juftify himfelf, fell without 
fenfe or motion, at his father’s feet. The goed 
old man feeing him in that condition, which 
feemed to be the beginning of repentance, could 
not help yielding to his paternal weaknefs, and 
of flying to his affiftance: but Gafpard no fooner 
recovered the ufe of his reafon, than, being un- 
able to bear the prefence of a father fo juftly in- 
cenfed, he made an effort to getup; mounted 
his mule, and rode off without fpeaking a word. 
Balthazar let him go, and leaving him:to the re» 
morfe of his own confcience, returned to Cordova, 
where fix months after, he learned that his fon 
had thrown himfelf into x monaftery of Carthu- 
fians at Seville, there to pals the reft of his days 
in penitence, 


| CHAP. XII. 
The conclufion of Scipio's biffory. 


AD example fometimes produces good effects, 
The condu& of young Velafquez, made me 
reflect ferioufly upon my own; I began to combat 
my thievifh inclinations, and live like an honeft 
man. The habit of feizing all the money I could 
lay my hands on, was fo much’ confirmed in me, 
by repeated acts, that it was not eafily vanquithed, 
Neverthelefs, I did not defpair of fucceeding, ima. 
gining, that to become virtuous, required only a 
Sincere defire of being fo, I therefore undertook 
this great work, and heaven feemed to blefs my 
efforts ; I no longer beheld the old merchant's 
ftrong-box with a coyetous eye; and I believe 
that, 
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that, had it been in my power, I fhould not have 
touched one of his bags: I own, however, that 
it: would have been very imprudent in him, to 
put my infant intégrity to fuch a proof ; and there- 
10m; Velafquez took care not to do it. 

Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young dentles 
man, and knight of the order of Alcantara, came 
frequently to our houfe ; we had his cuftom, and 
if he was not the beft, he was, at leaft, the moft 


_moble of thofe who ufed the fhop. I had the 


good fortune to pleafe that cavalier, who, every 
“time he met me, encouraged me to ‘fpeak, and 
feemed to liften with pleafure so what I faid. ‘‘ Sci- 
pio, (faid he one day) if I had a lacquey of thy hu- 
mour, I fhould think myfelf in poffeffion of a trea- 
fure; and if thou didft not belong to a man for 
whom I have a regard, I would do my ehdeavour 
to debauch thee from his fervice.”” ‘* Sir, (faid I) 
you would find it-a very eafy tafk: for I have. an 
inclination to férve people of quality, that is my 
foible, I am charmed by their eafy behaviour.” 
‘* If that be the cafe, (replied Don Manriquez) I 
will defire Signior Balthazar to confent @ thy 
teaving him and coming into my fervicd’s I don’t 
believe he will refufe me that favour:”’ Indeed, 
Velafquez granted it the more eafily, as he ‘did 
not think the lofs of a roguifh lacquey itrepa- 
rable: for my own part, I was glad of the 
change ; the valet of a citizen appearing to me 
a mere beggar, in comparifon to the lacquey of 
a knight of Aloantara. . 
To draw a faithful piture of my new patron, 

I muft tell you, that he was a cavalier endowed 
avith a moft amiable perfon, and with fuch fweet- 
nefs of temper and cultivated under{tanding, as 
papHvales every body who knew him: befides, he 

had 
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had a great deal of courage and probity, and 
wanted nothing but fortune: being cadet of a fa- 
mily more illuftrious than rich, he was obliged to 
fubfift at the expence of an old aunt who lived at 
Toledo, and who loving him as her own fon, took 
carp to furnifh him with what money he wanted ; 
he went always handfoniely dreffed, and was 
perfectly well received every where. He vifited 
the principal ladies of the city, and among others, 
the marchionefs of Almenara, a widow of feventy 
two years of age; who, by her engaging behavi- 
our and agreeable wit, allured the whole nobility 


of Cordova to Her hopfe. Men as well as women __ 
delighted in her converfation, and her family was 


ftiled the polite company. | 

My mafter, who was one of the moft affiduous 
Vifiters of that lady, came home from her houfe, 
one evening, with an enlivened look that was not 
natural to him: upon which, I faid, ‘* Signior, 
you feem to be ftrangely elevated ; may your 
faithful fervant afk the caufe ? hath not fomething 
extraordinary happened ?”? The knight fmiled at 
that queftion, and owned he was adtually en- 
grofied by a ferious converfation which he had en« 
joyed with the marshionefs of Almenara. ‘“ I 
heartily with, (faid I laughing) that the fuperan- 
nuated foatt, may have made a declaration of love 
to you.” “ Jefting apart, (anfwered he) know 
my friend, that Iam really beloved by the mar- 


chionefs,"” ‘‘ Chevalier, (faid fhe to me) I 


know the fmallnefs, of your fortune, as well as 
the noblenefs of your birth: I have an inclination 
for you, and am refolved.to make you eafy in 
your circumftances, by marrying you, as I cannot 
decently make your fortune any other way, I know 
very well that this mgrriage will bring upon me 
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the ridicule of the world; that fcandal will be 
yery bufy at my expence ; and that, in fhort, I thal. 
pafs fér an old fool, who muft needs have another 
hufband. No matter, i intend to defpife flander, 
in order to make you happy: all that I fear, (add- 
ed the) is that you may poffibly have a_reluc- 
tance to comply with my intentions, This (con- 
tinued the knight) is the fubjeGt of her difcourfe, 
which furprifed me the more, as fhe is the moft 
virtueus and prudent woman of Cordova ; I an- 
fwered, therefore, I was aftonifhed the fhould do 
me the honouryof offeriag me her hand; the who 
had always perfifted in the refolution of preferv- 


-ing her widowhood to the laft: to this the replied, 


that having a confiderable eftate, fhe fhould be 
glad in her life-time, to fhare it with a man of 


. honour whom fhe efteemed.”” “ You are then, I 


fuppofe (faid I) determined to hazard the leap,” 
“* Canft thou doubt it? (he replied) ‘the marchio- 
nefs poffeffes immenfe wealth, together with’ ex- 
cellent qtalities both of the heart and head; and, 
{ muft have loft my judgment indeed, if I rejected 
fuch an advantageous fettlement.” = 
I very much approved of my mafter’s defign, to, 
Jay hold of this fair occafion to make his fortune, 
and even advifed him to puth matters; fo much. 
was I afraid to fee her inclinations change. Luc 
Kily, the lady who had the affair ftill tore -at. 
heart than I had, gave fuch expeditious orders, that 
the preparations were foon made for her marriage, 
As foon as it was known at Cordova, that the old 
marchionefs of Almenara, was going to marry, 
young Don Manriquez de Medyaho, the wits be- 
gan to make themfelves merry at the widow’s ex- 
pence: but in. vain did they exhauft their ftock of. 
faillery, they could not divert her from her sehen: 
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fhe let the whole city talk, and followed her knight 
to the altar: their nuptials were celebrated with 
fuch fplendour as afforded new matter for fcandal, 


‘© The bride (faid they) might have, at leaft, for — 


the fake of decency, fuppreffed all noife and pomp, 
which but ill becomes old widows who marry 
young hufbands.”’ 

_ The marchione(s, inftead of appearing afhamed 
of being, at her age, wife to the chevalier, indulg- 
ed herfelf without conftraint, in the joy which 
fhe felt on this occafion ; fhe had a grand enter- 
‘tainment at her houfe, accompanied by a concert 
of mufick, and the feaft ended in a ball, at which 
were prefent all the nobility of Cordova. To- 
wards the end of the-ball, our new-married couple 
flipt off and met in an apartment, where being 
fhut up with a waiting-woman and me, the mar- 
chionefs addreffed herfelf to my mafter, in thefe 
words: ‘* Don Manriquez, this is your apartment ; 
- mine is in another part of the houfe ; we will 
pafs the night in feparate chambers, and in the 
day, we will live together, like mother and fon.”? 
The knight was, at firft, miftaken, and believed 


that the lady talked thus, only to engage him to’ 


offer foft violence to her delicacy ; imagining, there- 
fore, that he ought out of pure politenefs, to ac 
the paffionate lover, he approached her, and ea- 
gerly endeavoured to ferve her- in quality of valet 
de chambre: but fhe, far from allowing him to 
undrefs her, pufhed him away with a ferious air, 
faying : *‘ Hold, Don Manriquez ; if you take me 
for one of thofe amorous old widows who marry 
again out of frailty, you are deceived ; I did not 
‘é€fpoufe you, to’ make you buy the advantages. which 
_ you will reap from our contra& of marriage ; thefe 
are the pure offerings of my heart, and I exad no- 
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thing in return, but fentiments of friendthip.’° 
So faying, the left my mafter and me in our apart. 
ment, and retired into her own, with her waiting. 
maid, abfolutely forbidding the chevalier to fole 
low her. 

After her retreat, we remained a good while, 
confounded at what we had heard. ‘“ Scipio, 
(faid my mafter) didft thou ever hear fuch a dif- 
courfe as that of the marchionefs ?) What doft thou 
think of fuch a lady >” “ I think, Sir, (anfwered 
I) that fhe has not her fellow ; you are happy in 
having fuch a wife, which is like the poffef- 
fion of a benefice without cure of fouls.” “* As 
for my part, (replied Don Manriquez) I admire a 
-fpoufe of fuch an ineftimable character, and I in- 
tend to compenfate with all imaginable attention, 
the facrifice which fhe makes to her delicacy.’” | 
Having converfed fome time about the lady, we 
went to reft ; I upon a truckle bed in a wardrobe, 
and my mafter in a fine bed prepared for him, 
where I believe, at bottom, he was not forry te 
lie alone, and to be quit for his fear only. 

The rejoicings began again next day, and the _ 
new married lady appeared in fuch good humour, 
as to afford fcope to the ralliers. She was the 
firft to laugh at what they faid ; nay even excited 
others to laugh, by receiving their fallies with a 
good grace. The knight, for his part, feemed no 
lefs fatisfied with his fpoufe ; and by the tender 
glances with which he looked and fpoke to her, 
one would have thought that old age was his 
tafte: this happy couple had in the evening a new 
converfation, in which it was decided, that with- 
out .difturbing one another, they fhould live for 
the future, in the fame manner as before mar 
riage: mean while I muft de Don Manriques 
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‘the juftice to fay, that ut of confideration for 
his wife, he did what few hufbands would have 
dcne¢ in his place: he abandon’d a girl jn the city, 
-whom he loved, and of whom he was beloved ; 
being refolved (as he faid) to maintain no com- 
merce which would feem to infult the delicate con- 
duct of his wife towards him. 

While he gave this old lady fuch ftrong marks 
of gratitude, the repaid them with ufury, though 
fhe was ignorant of this behaviour, and made him 
mafter of her ftrong-box, which was even better 
replenifhed than that of Velafquez: as ‘fhe had 
retrenched her houfe-keeping during her widow- 
hood, the put it again on the fame footing, on 
which it had been in the life-time of her firft huf- 

* shand.: the increafed the number of her fervants, 
filled’her ftables with horfes and mules ; in a word, 
by her generofity, the chevalier, who was the 
.pooreft, became the richeft knight of Alcantara, 
You will ask, perhaps, what I got by all this: I 
received fifty piftoles from my miftrefs, and one 
hundred from my mafter, who, moreover, made 
me his fecretary, with an appointment of five 
-hundred crowns ; he had even fo much confidence 
in my integrity, that he created me his treafurer. 

. © fis treafurer!"’ (cried I, interrupting Scipio 
with alcudlaugh.)  Yes,S ir, (he replied with a 
.@ry, ferious look) no lefs than his treafurer ; and 
Ill venture to fay, that I acquitted myfelf in that 
employment, with honour, True it it, I am per- 
-haps fomewhat indebted to cafh; for, as I took 
*my wages per advance,’ and quitted the knight's 
fervice fuddenly, it is not impoffible that I may 
pow be jn arrears: at any rate, it is the Jaft re- 
proach that I have deferved, having always ated 
z With probity Gace that time, ~— ; 
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I was, therefore (continued the fon of Cofco- 
lina,) fecretary and treafurer to Don Manriquez, 
who feemed as well fatisfied with me, as I ‘was 
with him ; when he received a letter from Toledo, 
importing that his aunt Donnia Theodora Mofcofo 


was at the point of death. He fe: out inftantly, © 


to fee that lady, who had teen’ a mother to him 
for many years, and I accompanied him in this 
journey, together with a valee de chambre and 
one Jacquey. Being all mounted on the beft horfes 
in our ftables, we foon get to Toledo, where we 
found Donna Theodora in fuch a condition as gave 
us hopes that fhe would not die of that diftemper ; 
and truly our prognoftick, tho’ contrary to that of 
an old phyfician who eienece her, was versed 


by the event. 


While the health of our ae aunt was ieAas 
blithing, lefs, perhaps, by the remedies fhe took, 
than by the prefence of her dear nephew; Mr. 
Treafurer paffed his time as agreeably as he could, 
with young people, whofe acquaintance foon in- 
troduced him to occafions of fpending his money. 
They fometimes carried me to the tennis-court, 
where they engaged me in play ; and as I was not 
fo expert a gamefter as my maiter Don Abel, F 
loft much oftener than I won. I conceived infene 
fibly an inclination for play; and if I had entirely 
abandoned myfelf to that paffion, it ould, doubt- 
lefs, have compelled .me to take from our caffty 
fome quarters of my allowance per advances 
but luckily, love faved both my own virtue and 
my mafter’s.money. One day, as 1 paffed by the 
church de Jos Reyes, I perceived through a lattice, 
the curtains of which were withdrawn, a young 
maid who feemed rather a divinity than a mortal. 
1 would ufe a term fill ftronger, if there was any, 
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to denote the impreffion which fhe made upon 
my heart. I made it my bufinefs to get information - 
about her, and by dint of inquiry, learned that 
her name was Beatrice, and that fhe was waiting - 
maid to Donna Julia, fecond daughter of the 
Count de Polan. 

Beatrice interrupted Scipio with a loud laugh, 
then addreffing herfelf to my ‘wife, ‘ Beautiful An- 
tonia, ({aid the) pray look ftedfaftly at me. Don't 
think Ihave the air of a divinity?’ “ You 

ad at that time in my eyes, (faid Scipio to her) 
and fince Ino longer fufpe&t your fidelity, you feem 
to me fairer than ever.”> My fecretary, after fuch 
& gallant repartee, purfued hie hiftory thus, 

This difcovery quite inflamed me; not indeed 
with a legitimate ardour, for I imagined that I 
fhould eafily triumph over her virtue, by prefents 
capable of fhaking it; but I judged amifs of the- 
chafte Beatrice. In vain did I offer her (by means 
of mercenary women) my purfe and affection ; 
fhe rejected my propofals with difdain, Her refift- 
ance increafed my defires. I had recourfe to the 
laft expedient, and offered her my hand, which 
fhe accepted, when fhe knew I was fecretary and 
_ treafurer to Don Manriquez. As we thought it 
convenient to conceal our marriage for fome time, 
We were wedded privately in prefence of Dame 
Lorenga Sephora, governefs of Seraphina, and fome 
other domefticks belonging to the count de Polan. 
As foon as I had married Beatrice, fhe facilitated the 
means of feeing and converfing with her at night in 
the garden, into which] introduced myfelf by a little 
door, of which fhe gave me the key. Never were 
man and wife happier in one another, than 
“Peatrice and I. We waited with equal impati- 
ence for the hour of rendezvous, ran thither with 

equal 


GIL BLAS, - 105 


equal eagernefs ; and the time which we fpent to-’ 
gether, though it was formetimes pretty long, 
feemed but a moment to both, 

One night, which was as fatal to me, as the 
others had been propitious, I was furprized at en- 
tering the garden, to find the little door open. I 
was alarmed by this uncommon event, from whence 
I-conceived a bad omen. I grew pale and trem- 
bled, as if I had forefeen what was to happen; 
and advancing in the dark towards an arbour where 
I ufed to converfe with my wife, I heard the voice 
of aman. I ftopt all of a fudden, to liften, and 
my ear was immediately faluted with thefe words, 
** Don’t let me languifh then, my dear Beatrice ! 
compleat my happinefs, and confider that your fo:« 
tune is connected with it.’ Inftead of having pa- 
tience to hear him to an end, I thought there was 
no occafion for knowing more, A jealous fury 
took poffeffion of my foul ; and breathing nothing 
but vengeance, I drew my fword, and went haftily 
into the arbour. ‘* Ah! cowardly feducer, (cried 
I) whofoever thou art, thou fhalt fooner deprive 
me of life, than rob me of my honour.’’ So fay- 
ing, I attacked the cavalier who was talking to 
Beatrice. He put himfelf immediately into a pof- 
ture of defence, and fought like a man who ure 
derftood the art much better than I, who had only 
received a few leffons at Cordova. Neverthelefs, 
fwords-man as he was, I made a pufh which he 
could not parry ; or rather his foot flipt. I faw 
him fall; and imagining that I had wounded him 
mortally, fled as faft as my legs could carry me, 
without anfwering Beatrice, who called me. 

“ Yes really (faid his wife, interrupting him,) 
I called, in order to undeceive him, The cava- 
lier with whom I converfed was no other than 
L 3 _ Don 
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Don Fernand de Leyva, That noblemen, who lo~ 


ved my miftrefs Julia, had formed the refolution . 


of carrying her off by force, believing it impoffible 
to obtain her by any other means ; and I myfelf 
had given him a meeting in the garden, to cone 
cert with him the fteps of that undertaking, on 
_ which he affured me my fortune depended : -but in 
vain did I call my hufband ; he avoided me as a 
wife who had been unfaithful to him.”’ 

My fituation at that time was fuch, (refumed 
Scipio) as rendered me capable of committing any 
thing, Thofe who know by experience what jea~- 
toufy is, and to what extravagance it drives the 
foundeft underftandings, will not be furprifed at 


¢he diforder which it produced in my weak brain.. 


¥ underwent a momentary tranfition from one ex~ 
treme to another. J felt the emotions of ha- 
tred fucceed thofe of tendernefs which J had en- 
tertained for my wife a moment before, and made 
an oath to abandon and banifh her for ever from 
my memory. Befides, I thought I had killed a 
cavalier ; and in that opinion, being afraid of fall- 
ing into the hand of juftice, fuffered that incon+ 
‘eeivable anxiety which inceffan:ly purfues like a 
fury, the man who has done a bad a@ion. In thig 
‘horrible fituation, my whole care being to efcape, 
‘I did not go home, but inftantly quitted Toledo, 
chaving no other. baggage than the cloaths on. my 
back. ‘True indeed, I had in my pocket fixty 
piftoles, which were a pretty good refaurce to a 
- young man, wito propofed to live all his life in 

fervice. 
I walked all night long, or rather ran; for 
.the images of Alguazils, which continually 
- haunted my imagination, fupplied me ftill with 
- new vigour j and the morning furprifed me be- 
wee 
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tween Rodillas and Maqueda. When I arrived at 
this laft town, finding myfelf a little fatigued, I 
went into the church as foon as it was open, and 
after having put up a fhort prayer, fat down upon 
a bench to reft me. I began to mufe upon my 


_prefent fituation, which, heaven knows, was per- 


plexing enough ; but I had not time to make long. 
refileGtions. Iheard the church eccho with two 
or three fmacks of a whip, which making me 
conclude that a carrier was paffing, I got up im- 
mediately to fee whether or not I. was miftaken ; 
and by that time I got to the door, perceived one, 
who being mounted on a mule, led two more in a 
leath. ‘“* Stop, friend, (faid I to him) where are 
thefe mutes a-going ?”’ ‘‘ To Madrid, (anfwered 
he.) I came hither with two good dominican 
monks, and am going back by myfelf.’ 

The opportunity that offered of travelling to 
Madrid, infpired me with an inclination to go 
thither. I made a bargain with the carrier, 
mounted one of his mules, and we pufhed for- 
wards for Ilefcas, where we were to fleep. Scarce 
had we got out of Maqueda, when the carrier, 
who was a man between thirty five and forty 
years of age, thundered out church-finging with 
vaft vociferation : he began with the prayers which 
the canons fing at matins, then fung the Credo, 
as it is fung at high mafs ; and paffing on to vef- 
pers, pronounced them, without even fparing the 
Magnificat, Altho’ the rogue ftunned me with his 
noife, I could not help laughing, and even encoue 
raged him to continue, when he was obliged te 
ftop and take breath. ‘“ Courage, friend, (faid I 
to him) pray go on: if heaven hath given you 
good lungs, I fee you don’t put them to a bad 


“ufe,”” © No indeed, cried he) J am not, thank 
ier God, 
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God, like the moft part of carriers, who fing no- 
thing but infamous or impious fongs: I would 
not even repeat ballads made upon our wars with 
the Moors ; for thefe are things at leaft frivolous, 
if not wicked.” ‘* You have (faid 1) a purity of 
heart rarely to be met with among muleteers : 
with this extreme delicacy in the choice of your 
fongs, have you likewife made a vow of chaftity, 
with regard to the young wenches who live at inns 
upon the road ?”” ‘ Certainly, (anfwered he.) 
Continence is another thing on which I pique my- 
felf in thefe forts of places, where I mind nothing 
but my mules.”” I was a little aftonifhed to hear 
this phoenix of carriers talk in fuch a’ manner ; 
and looking upon him as a man of honefty and 
difcretion, entered into a converfation: with him, 
after he had fung his fill. 

We arrived at Illefcas in the twilight, where 
alighting at an inn, I left the care of the mules 
to my companion, and went into the kitchin, 
where I ordered the fandtord to prepare a good 
fupper. This he promifed to do fo effectually, that 
Y thould remember I had lodged at his houfe the 
longeft day I had to live. “© Afk, (faid he) ask 
your Carrier what fort of'a man I am. Ecod! I 
will defy all thé cooks of Madrid and Toledo to 
make an Olla podrida comparable to thofe that I 
compote. I will treat you this night with a ra- 

ut of rabbit dreffed in my manner, and you fhall 
z whether or not I have -reafon to boaft of my 
Mill.”” Thereupon, fhewing me a’ fauce-pan, 
wherein there was (as he faid)-a young rabbit 
already minced: ‘* There (added he) is what I 
intend to give you. ‘When I have once put in 
fome pepper, falt, wine, a handful of fweet herbs, 
and other ingredients which I ufe in my fauces, 
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I hope to ferve you in a little time with a ragout 
worthy of a judge. 

The landlord after having thus founded his own 
praife, began to drefs fupper ; and while it was. 
doing, I went into the hall, where finding a kind 
of couch, I lay- down, to fleep off my fatigue, 
having had no reft the night before. In two hours 
the carrier waking me, faid, ‘‘ Mafter, your fup- 
per is ready ; come, if you pleafe, and fit down. 
at table.” There was one in another room, with 
two covers, at which my fellow traveller and I 
fitting down, the ragout was ferved, I attacked 
it with a greedy appetite, and found it of an ex- 
quifite relith, whether hunger made me judge too 
favourably of it, or that my fatisfaction was the 
effect of the cook’s fkill. We had alfo a plate of 
roaft mutton ; and I remarking that the carrier 
did honour to this laft difh only, afked why he 
abftained from the other. He anfwered with a. 
fmile, that he did not love ragouts. This reply, 
or rather the fmile with which it was accompa-, 
nied, feeming to me myfterious, ** You conceal 
(faid 1) the true reafon that hinders you from eat- 
ing the ragout ; pray, do me the pleafure of letting 
me Know it.’” “£ Since you are fo curious to know 
it, (he replied) I will tell you, that I have loathed. 
all thefe forts of ragouts, fince, in going once 
from Teledo to Cuenga, they brought me for fup-. 
per at an inn a hafhed cat inftead of a rabbit, and. 
that gave me a difguft at all fricaffees.” 

The carrier had no fooner fpoke thefe words, 
than in fpite of the hunger that devoured me, my 
appetite forfook me all of afudden. I took it in 
my head, that I had eaten of a pretended rabbit, 
and could no longer look at the ragout without 
making wry faces. My companion did not cure 

me 
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me of this conje@ture, when he told me, that it 
was a common thing among the inn-keepers of 
Spain, as well as the paftry-cooks, to fubftitute 
that guid pro quo. This difcourfe, you fee, was 
very confoling ; and therefore, I had not the leaft 
inclination to return to the ragout, nor even 
to touch the roaft meat, teft the mutton might 
be as much fophifticated as the rabbit. I rofe 
from table, curfing the ragout, the landlord and 
his inn; and lying down again upon my fettee, 
paffed the reft of the night more quietly than I 
had expected. Next morning early, after having paid 
the landlord as handfomely as if I had been extreme- 
ly well treated, I departed from IIefcas, my ima- 
gination ftill fo full of the ragout, that I fancied 
every animal which I faw was a cat. | 
I arrived in good time at Madrid, where, as 
foon as I had fatisfied my carrier, I hired a fmall 
room near the fun-gate. Mine eyes, tho’ accufto- 
med to quality, were dazzled by the great con- 
courfe of noblemen, who ufually appeared in the 
court end of the town, JY admired the prodigious 
quantity of coaches, and the nfinite number of 
gentlemen, pages and lacqueys who attended the 
gfeat, My admiration redoubled, when going to 
the king’s levee, I beheld that monarch furrounded 
by his courtiers. I was charmed at the fight, and 
faid within myfelf, ** Iam no longer furprifed at 
what I have heard, that one cannot poffibly con- 
ceive the magnificence of the court of Madrid, 
without being an eye-witnefs of it: I’ am over- 
joyed at my coming hither, where I forefee I thall 
be able to do fomething.’* : All that I could per- 
form, however, was to contra& a few unprofitable 
acquaintances, I gradually fpent all my money, 
and thought myfelf very lucky in having an ope 
pértunity 
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portunity ef beftowing myfelf with all my merit 
upon a pedant of Salamanca, whom a family af- 
fair had brought to Madrid, where he was born, 
and with whom I grew acquainted by accident. I 
became his fatiotum ; and when he returned to the 
univerfity, followed him thither. 

The name of my new patron was Don Ignacio 
de Ipigna ; he affumed the Don, becaufe he had 
been preceptor to. a Duke, who, by way of*re- 
compence, fettled upon him a penfion for life ; he 
enjoyed another as aweritus profeffor of the college ; 
and he drew yearly from the publick, a revenue 
of two or three hundred piftoles, by the books of 
dogmatical morality which he printed. The man- 
ner in which he compofed his works well deferves 
honourable mention, He fpent almoft all the day 


in reading Hebrew, Greek and Latin authors, and 


in writing upon fmall {quares of paper each. apow 
thegm or brilliant thought which he met with, 
As thefe fquares were filled, he employed me tq 
ftring them upon wire, in form of a garland, and 
each garland made a volume. What a world of 
bad books did we compofe! every month almoft 
we finifhed two volumes, and immediately the 
prefa groaned with them, What was moft {ur- 
prifing, he publithed thefe his compilings as pers 
formances entirely new ; and if the criticks thought 
proper to upbraid him with having pillaged the 
ancients, he would anfwer with moft haughty af- 
Surance, Furto letamur in ipfo. 

He was alfo a great commentator; and there 


- was fo much erudition in his annotations, that he 


frequently made remarks on things {carce worthy 


‘to be abferved ; and fometimes wrote upon hig 


paper fquares pafiages from Hefiod and other aus 
thors, very little tp the purpofe. That oe 
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my underftanding in the fervice of this virtuofi, it 
would be ungrateful in me to deny. I brought 
my hand-writing to perfection, by dint of tran- 
{cribing his works, And as in treating me like 
a pupil, rather than a valet, he took care to cul- 
tivate my capacity ; he was alfo far from negle@- 
‘ing my morals. ‘ Scipio, (he would fay, when 
he heard of any piece of knavery committed by a 
fervant) beware, my child, of following the bad 
example of that rogue ; a valet ought to ferve his 
matter with equal fidelity and zeal.” In a word, 
Don Ignacia loft no occafion of inculcating virtue 
‘in me; and his exhortations had fuch a good ef- 
fe&, that J was never in the leaft tempted to play 
‘him a trick during the fifteen months which I 
fpent in his houfe. 

I have already obferved, that Door de Ipigna 
was originally of Madrid, where he had a kinf- 
woman called Catalina, chambermaid to the 
prince’s nurfe. This waiting-maid who is the 
fame whom I fince made ufe of to procure Signior 
-de Santillane’s enlargement from the tower of Se- 
govia, being defirous of doing a good office for 
Don Ignacio, engaged her miftrefs to afk a bene- 
fice for him from the Duke of Lerma, That mi- 
nifter - granted him a nomination to’ the arch- 
-deaconry of Grenada, which being in a conquered 
country, is in the gift of the king. We fet out 
fer Madrid, as foon as we learned this piece of 
news, the Doétor intending to thank his bene- 
‘fattreffes before his departure to Grenada, I had 
amore than one opportunity of feeing and {peaking 
to Catalina, who was pleafed with my €afy air 
and gay difpofition. For my part, I found her 
fo much to my liking, that I could not help mak- 
ing fuitable returns to the little marks of friend- 
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fhip which fhe beftowed on me. In ‘fine, we 
contracted a mutua] attachment. Forgive this 
confeffion, my dear Beatrice ; as I believed you 
falfe, that. miftake ought to fcreen me from your 
reproaches, . 

Mean while, Doftor Don Ignacio: preparing for 
his departure to Grenada, his relation and I, 
frightened at the feparation that threatened. us, had 
recourfe to an expedient which preferved us from 
that misfortune, I feigned myfelf fick, complained 
of my head and breaft, and affected all the fymps 
toms ofa moft violent diftemper. My matter call- 
wed a phyfician,: who. having examined me with 
care, fincerely owned, that my dittemper was a 
very ferious: matter, and that in all likelihood I 
fhould keep my chamber a long time... . 

The doétor, impatient to be at his cathedral, 
did not think proper to delay hig departure, bur 
took another young man into his fervice, leaving 
me.to the care.of. a nurfe, with whom he depo- 
fited a fum of money, to defray the expence of 
my funeral if I fhould die, or to tecompegce my 
fervice if I. fhould recover of my difeafe. As. fooh 
as I underftood that Don Ignacio waé gone, all 
my complaints vanifhed. I got gut of bed, dif- 
miffed my phyfician who had fo much. ‘penetration, 
and got rid. of niy aurfe who ftole more than half 
of the money with which fhe had been entrufted 
in my behalf. While I aéted this part, Catalina 
performed another with her miftrefs Donna Anna 


‘de Guevara, whom, by perfuading her that I was. 


admirable in intrigues, fhe induced to choofe me 
for one of her agents. Madam aurfe, whom her 
avarice always ftimulated to new undertakings, 
having occafion for fuch people, received me into 
her family, and in a little time put my-abilities 
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to the proof. She gave me commiffions which re- 
quired fome addrefs ; and without vanity, I did 
not acquit myfelf amifs. "Wherefore, fhe was as 
well pleafed with me, as I had caufe to be diffa- 
tisfied with her. This lady was fo. covetqus, that 
the would riot allow me the leaft thare of the fruits 
which fhe reaped from my induftry and trouble. 
She imagined, that fhe acted with great generofity 
in paying my wages pun@ually. This excefs of 
avarice would have foon induced me to quit her 
fervice, had I not been retained. by the ‘affection 
of Catalina, which kindling every day more and 
more, fhe ptopofed, in a formal manner, that I 
fhould take her to wife. oO 
“© Softly; my dear, (faid I) that ceremony can’t 
be verformed between vs fo foon. mutt firtt be 
conviriced of the death of a young woman who 
got the fart of you, and to whom (for my fins) I 
am married.’®. §* Not you indeed, (replied Cata- 
lina) you only fay fo, to conceal in a polite man- 
ner the reluGtance you have to wed me.’” In vain 
did Imroteft that I fpeke the truth. She looked 
upon my Gncere confeffion as a thift ; and being 
offended at it, changed her behaviour towards me. 
‘We did not quarrel, but our correfpondence vi- 
fibly eooled, and we no longer retained for one 
another: any other fentiments . than thofe of. de- 

cency and common regard. bag . 
At this jun@ure, I heard that Signior Gil Blas 
de Safitillane, fecretary to the prime minifter of 
the Spanifh monarchy, wanted a lacquey; and 
‘this place flattered me the more, as it was re- 
prefented the moft agreeable one that I could pof- 
fefs. ‘*Signior de Santillane (faid people to-me) 
is a perfon beloved by the duke of- Lerma, and of 
confequence cannot fail of pufhing his fortune a _ 
. great 
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\ great way: befides, he is very generous; fo that 


in managing his affairs, you will effectually im- 
prove yourown.”’ I did not negle& this oppor- 
tunity. I went immediately, and prefented my- 
felf to Signior Gil Blas, for whom at firft fight I 
felt a growing inclination, and who admitted me 
into his fervice on account of my phyfiognomy. 
¥ did not hefitate in quitting the nurfe for ‘him, 
and, if it pleafe heaven, he fhall be my laft mafter. 

Here Scipio finithed his hiftory; then addreffing 
himfelf to me, “‘ Signior de Santillane, (faid he) 
pray witnefs for me to thefe ladies, that you have 
always found me a zealous and faithful fervant, 
T have need of your teftimony to perfuade them 
that the fon of Cofcolina has purged his morals, 
and that virtuous fentiments have fucceeded his 
Vicious inclinations.’ 

“ Yes, ladies, (faid I) this is what I can anfwer 
for: if Scipioin his childhood was:a real Picaro, 
he has correfted his condué& fo well fince that 
time, that he is now. the model’ of a perfect fer- 
vant. Far from having caufe to blame his behavi- 
our towards me, I muft own that I ly under great 
obligations to him. The night on which I was 
apprehended, to be carried to the tower of Segovia, 
he faved from pillage, and fecured a part of my 
effets, which he might have appropriated to hime 
felf with impunity. He not only preferved my 
money, but alfo, thro’ pure friendfhip, came and 
fhut himfelf up with me in prifon, preferring the 
melJancholy pleafure of fharing my forrows to all the 
eharms of liberty. 


The End of the Tentxu Boox. 
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BOOK XI. 


CHAP I. 
Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, which is difturbed 

by a melancholy event. Such changes bappen at 
- court, as induce Santillane to go thither agatn, 


harmony between Antonio and Beatrice; the 

laft being ufed to live like a fubmiffive wait- 
ing-woman, and the other habituating herfelf 
to a& the miftrefs. Scipio and I were hufbands 
of too much gallantry, and too well beloved by 
our wives, to be long without children: they 
gtew pregnant. almeft at the fame time. Beatrice, 
who was the firft delivered, brought into the 
world a girl; and a few days after, Antonia crown’d 
my happinefs, in bringing forth a boy. 2 fent 
my fecretary to Valencia with this piece of news 
‘fer the governor, who came to Lirias with Sera- 
phina, 


[= already obferved, that there was great 
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phina, and the marchionefs. of Pliego, to ftand 
godmothers to the children, oeing pleafed to add 
this token of affection to 'thofe I had already re- 
ceived. My fon, whofe gedfather.and god-mother | 
were that nobleman and the: marchionefs, was 
chriftened Alphonfo ; and my Jady governefs, will- 
ing that I fhould have the honour of being doubly 
her goffip, ftood with me for Scipio's daughter, 
to whom we gave the name of Seraphina, 

Not only the people of my family were rejoiced 
at the birth of my fon. The inhabitants of Lirias 
likewife celebrated it by feafts, which thewed that 
the whole village partook of their mafter’s plea- 
fure. But alas! our rejoicings were not of long 


_ duration: or rather, they were all -of a fudden . 


converted into groans, complaints and ‘Jamenta- 
tions, by an event which more than twenty years 
have not been able to make nie forget, and whith 
will ever be prefent to my thoughts : My fon died, 
and his mother, tho’ fafely delivered, foon fol- 
lowed him; a violent fever robbed me of my dear 
wife, fourteen months after we had been married. 
Let the reader conceive, if pomible, the fotrow 
swith which I was feized. I fell into a ftate of 
Rupid dejeftion ; and felt my lofs fo much, that 
I feemed quite infenfible. I was in this condition 
five or fix days, during which, I would take no 
fuftenance ; and had it not been for Scipio,: F be- 
lieve I fhould either have let myfelf die of hunger, 


. or have loft my reafon entirely ; but that dextrous 
fecretary found means to heguile my grief, by con- 


forming himfelf to it: he made me {wallow broths, 
by the art of prefenting them with fuch a morti+ 
fied look, 2s if he gave them not fo much with & 
view of Peon my wae as of mene my af- 


Riciion, . 
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This affe&tionate fervant, having written to 
Don Alphonfo, an account of my misfortune, and 
the deplorable ftuation in which I was ; that tender 
and compaffionate nobleman, that generous friend, - 
yepaired immediately to Lirias, I cannot without 
being melted, recal the moment in which he pre- 
fented himfelfto my view: “* My dear Santillane ! 
(faid he, embracing me) I am not come hither to 
confole you; I am come to mourn with you, for 
Antonia, as you would mourn with me, had fate 
sobbed me of my Seraphina, In effeét, he thed tears 
and mingled his fighs with mine; So that, over. 
whelmed as I was with forrow, Lhad a lively 
fenfe of Don Alphonfo’s goodnefs. 

. This governor having had a long conference 
with Scipio, about-the means of vanquifhing my 
grief ; they concluded that J muft for fome time, 
be removed from Lirias, where every thing re. 
called. inceffantly to my mind, the image of my 
poor Antonia ; upon this, Don Cefar’s fen pro- 
pofed to carry me with him to Valencia, and my 
fecretary feconded him fo well, that-I yielded to 
‘his propofel. I left Scipio and his wife at my 
houfe, every part of which, indeed, ferved only to 
increafo my. afftiGtion, and fet out with the go- 
vernor. When I arrived at Valencia, Don Czxfar 
and his daughter-in-law, fpared nothing to divert 
my chagrin ; they entertained me by turns, with 
all the. amufements that feemed proper to difpel 
it; but in fpite of all their endeavours, 1 con- 
tinued as much as ever, plonged in the moft pro- 
‘found melancholy. It was not Scipio’s fault, . that 
I did not-refume my tranquillity : he came often 
from Lirias to Valencia, to know how I was, and 
returned fad or gay, as he perceived me more or 
lefs difpofed to receive confolation, 
: | One 


1 


ee i i ee a — 3 


One morning, entering my chamber, “ Sir, 
(faid he with great emotion} there is a report in 
the city, which interefts the whole kingdom; it | 
is faid that Philip the third is no more, and that 
the prince his fon, is now upon the throne; nay 
more (added he) that the cardinal duke of Lerma 
has loft his poft, that he is even forbid the court, | 
and that Don Gafpard de Guzman *, count ’Oli- 
varez, is now prime minifter.”’ I felt myfelf agi- 
tated by this piece of news, without knowing 


’ wherefore ; and Scipio perceiving it, afked if I was 


any how affe&ted by this great change. -“‘ Why 
fhould it affe& me, my child? (faid I) I have 


‘ guitted thé court, and ought to look with indiffe- 


gence upon all. the changes that can happen there,”” 

<< For a man of your age, (replied the fon of 
Cofcolina,) you are very much detached from the 
world; were I in your place, I fhould have a 
longing defire to go to Madrid, and thew my face 
to the young monarch, to fee if he would remem- 
ber me: this is a pleafure in which: F would in- 
dulge myfelf.” ‘‘ I uhderftand thee, (faid ¥) thow 
wouldft have me return to court, and try fortune 
‘a-new, or rather to grow ambitious and covetous 
again.” ‘© Why fhould your morals be‘corrupted ? 
(anfwered Scipio). have more confidence in your 
own virtue ; I will anfwer for your condu@ ; the 
wholefome reflections which you made upon the 


* Don Gafpard de Guzman, Deke of St. Lacar de’ 
Barameda, and Count d’Olivsrez, upon the death of 
Philip the third, and difgrace of the Cardinal Duke of 
Lerma, became prime minifter to Philip. the fourth, 
and enjoyed, at one time, the pofls of great chamber- 
lain, high chancellor of the Indies, treafurec-general of 
Arragon, fupreme counfellor of ftate, chief mafter of 
the horfe, captain general of the whole Spanith cavalry, 
end governor of Guipifcoa. 

court, 
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court, during your difgrace, will fcreen you from 
the perils of it: re-embark boldly upon a fea, 
the fhelves of which you ate fo well acquainted 
with.”? ‘* Peace, flatterer, (faid I, interrupting 
him with a fmile) art thow tired of feeing me lead 
a quiet life? I thought thou had& a greater re- 
‘gard for my repofe.’* 

In this part of our converfation, Don Czfar and 
his fon coming in, confirmed the news of the king's 
death, as well as the duke of Lerma’s misfortune 5 
they moreover told me, that this minifter having 
afked leave to return to Rome, it was refufed, 
and he was ordered to repair to his. marquifate at 
Denia; then, as if they had been in concert with 
my fecretary, they advifed me to go to Madrid, 
and prefent myfelf to the new king, fince I was 
known to him, and had even done him fuch fer- 
vice as the great always recompence with pleafure. 
“‘ As for my part, (faid Don Alphonfo) I don’t. 
doubt but. he will be grateful, and that Philip the 
fourth will pay the debts of the prince of Spain." 
“IT am of the fame opinion, (faid Don ‘Cuefar) 
‘and look upon Santillane’s journey to court as 
an occafion for him to arrive at great preferment.”” 

“* Truly, gentlemen, (cried J) you don’t con- 
fider what you fay ; to hear you, one would think 
J had nothing to do but repair to Madrid, in order 
to have the golden key or fome government con- 
ferred upon me: you are miftaken ; I am, on the 
contrary, perfuaded that the king would take no 
notice of my perfon, were I to prefent myfelf to 
his view : I will do it, if you defire, in order to 
difabufe you.” The noblemen of Leyva, took me 
at my word,: and I could not help promifing that 
I would immediately fet out for Madrid. As foon 
as my fecretary faw me determined on the jour- 
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ney, he felt an immoderate joy: he imagined that 
I fliould no fooner appear before the new monarch 
than that prince would diftinguifh mein the croud, 
and load me with honours and wealth : thereupon, 
feeding his fancy with the moft fplendid chimeras, 
he raifed me to the firft offices of the ftate, and 
preferred himfelf by the help of my elevation, 

I got ready, cherefore, to return to court, not 
with a view of facrificing again to fortune, but to 
fatisfy Don Czfar and his fon, who imagined that 
I thould foon poffefs the favour of my fovereign. 
True it is, I myfeif felt at bottom fome defire of 
trying if the young prince would know me again: 
attracted by this emotion of curiofity, without 
hope or defign of reaping any advantage from the 
new reign, I departed with Scipio, for Madrid, 
beaving the care of my houfe te poaiey who was 
an excellent eenenet 


c HAP. It. 
Gil Blas arrives at Madrid, and appears at court: the 
hing remembers and recommends bim to bis prime mini 


fer. The fonegnense of that recommendation. 


E gained Madrid ‘in lefs than eight dive: 

Don Alphonfo having atcommodated us with 
two: of his beft horfes, that we might make the 
greater difpatch ; and we alighted at a furnithed 
houfe Where I Iddged befere, belonging to Vincent 
Forrero, my old landlord, who was very glad to 
fee me again. 

As this was a man who piqued himfelf upon 
knowing see thing that happened, both at court 
and city, I afked if there was any thing new ? 
s¢ A great many thinzs: (anfwered he) fince the 


death of Philip the third, the friends and par- 
tifans 
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tifans of the cardinal duke of Lerma, have be- | 
Rtirred themfelves.to maintain his eminency in the 
miniftry ; but their efforts have been ineffeual : 
the count d’Olivarez has got the better of them 
all, Ic is faid, that Spain lofes nothing by the 
change, and that the new prime-minifter has a 
genius of fuch vaft extent, that he is able to go- 
vern the whole world: heaven preferve him. What 
is certain, (added he) is, that the people have con- 
ceived the higheft opinion of his capacity; and we 
fhall fee in the end, whether the duke of Lerma, 
is well or ill replaced.’’ Forrero having thus 
opened, gave me-an account of all the changes 
which had been made at court, fince the count 
d’Olivarez. fteered the helm of the monarchy. 
-Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I went to 
court in the afternagn, and put myfelf in the king’s 
way, as he went into his clofet; but he did not 
look at me? I returned next day, to the fame 
place, but was not more fortunate. The third 
time, he caft his eye upon me, as he paffed, but 
feemed to take no notice of my perfon ; whereupon 
- I came to a determination, and faid to Scipio who 
accompanied me, ‘* Thou feeft that the king does 
not remember me, or if he does; has: no mind to 
renew the acquaintance: I believe it will not be 
amifs for us, to fet out upon our return. to Valen- 
cia.” ‘* Not fo faft, Sir, (replied my feeretary) 
you know better than J, that fuccefs, at Court is 
only to be obtained by patierce ; don’t ceafe fhew- 
ing yourfelf to the prince ; by dint of perfeverance 
in appearing before him, you will oblige him to 
confider you more attentively, and to recal the 

features of his agent with the fair Catalina.” 
That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me 
with, I had the complaifance to continng the fame 
y . condud, 
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reentee,, Curing three weeks; and one day, at 
©rdereg the monarch, ftruck with ‘my appearance, 
fer, » ae Me to be called in 3 and J entered his clo- 
fete Without great diforder, to find myfelf 
(faid #efe with my fovereign. ‘‘ Who’ are you ? 
pole ©} IF remember your face,“but. cannot re- 
¥e emLy ete I have feen-you.”’ “ Sir, (anfwered | 
; ling) I had the honour to condué& your ma- 
houre ig Might, with the count de Lemos, to the 
Vince Pi ~--=---" “Oh! I remember it (faid the 
duke o¢ tterrupting me) ‘you was fecretary to the 


Name. ; erma, and if Iam not miftaken, your 


* Aerseg 1S Santillane. I have not forgot that you 


and tha. “we ith abundance of zéal on. the occafion, . 
© ¥ Oz was very ill rewarded for your pains? 
"es, ¢: YY Ou imprifoned for that ad¥Venture ?” 
of g.2 “' =» {aid I) I was fix months in the tower 
~SOvE ==. front whence your goodnefs delivered 
the ob); Khar (anfwered he) does not acquit me of 
S€RIaon ; it is not enough té fet you at li 
We wie S=ht to recompence you for the misfor- 
Jute [Fx you fuffered for love of'me.”” ee 
the cop, © RBe prince had pronounced thefe words, 
Vourite = | . “<VOlivares entered the’ clofet. .A fas 
atonie a Re <s umbrage at every thing? he was 
Tedouble @o find a ftranger there: and the king 
* Tecom Xs furprize, in faying to him ¢' “Count, 
Wfome 2. © Bd this young man to you ; employ him, 
Vancemes » == pe or other, and take care of his ad- 


. Otder — — ~° The minifter affe&ted to receive this _ 


=i gracious look, eying me from head 
Bad very anxious to know who I was. 
3 -=d, (faid the monarch to me, making a 
POY vayy - to retire,)the count will not fail to.em- 


> rq 


fervicg a < an advantageous manner, both: for my 


your own intereft,”” 
I 
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I immediately quitted the clofet, and rejoined 
the fon of Cofcolina, who, extremely inpatient 
to know what the king had faid to me, remained 
in the utmoft agitation. He afked me forthwith, 
whether we mutt return to Valencia or ftay at 
. court ? ** Thou fhalt judge (faid I:) then I over. 
whelmed him with joy, in recounting to him, 
word for word, the fhort converfation which I had 
with the king. ‘* My dear mafter, (faid Scipio to 
me, when he heard it) will you diftruft my al- 
manacks again? confefs that the Jords of Leyva and 
I were not to blame, in exhorting you take a trip 
to Madrid, I already fee you in fome eminent poft, 
you will become the Calderona of count d’Oliva- 
yes, ‘* Thatis not all what J with; (faid I ine 
terrupting him) I have no ambition for a place 
which is environed with fo many precipices. I 
vould rather. have an empleyment in which I 
fhould have no occafion to do injuftice, or carry 
on a shameful traffick of my prince’s favours : 
after the ufe I made of my paft credit, I cannot 
pe too much upon my guard againft avarice and 
ambition.”” ‘‘ Come, Sir, (replied'my fecretary,) 
the minifter will give you fome good poft, which 
you may fill without ceafing to be an honeft 
man.” : 

More urged by Scipio, than by my own curi- 
ofity, I went next day to the houfe of count 
a’ Olivares, before fun-rife, having been informed 
that every morning, in: fummer and winter, he | 
gave audience by candle-light. I modeftly took 
yy ftation in the corner of the hall, from whence 
} narrowly obferved the count when he appeared ; 
for Thad but a fuperficial view of him, in the king’s 
-Glofet : he was taller than the middle fize, and 
might have pafied for a fat man jn a country 
3 . a where 
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where we' fee none almoft but lean people: hi$ 
fhoulders were fo high, that I thoyght him hunch, 


back’d, tho’ he was not fo: his head, which was _ 


extremely large, hung down upon his breait ; his 
hair was black and ftraight, his vifage long, his 
complexion of an olive-colodr, his’ mouth funk in, 
and his chin peeked and turned upwards at the 


_ end *, 


All this together, could not make a very hand. 
fome appearance ; neverthelefs, as I believed him 
to be well difpofed towards me,“I looked upon 
him with a favourable eye, ‘and. even found him 
agreeable, True it is, he treated every body with 
an affable and pleafane air, and very gracioufly re- 
ceived the memorials which were prefented to 
him: and this feemed to fupply the place of a 
good perfon. Mean wiliile, wlien I advanced in 
my turn to falate him, arid make myfelf Known, 
he darted a rude and threatning look at me ; then. 
turning his back, without deigning to hear me, 
returned into his clofet, I now thought hin 
more ugly that he was haturally, went out of the 
hall, very much confounded at,fuch an unfavour- 
able reception, and did not know what to think of 
thé matter. — ae 

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me at 
the door, “ Doft thou know, (faid 1) what re- 
ception I have met with ?”” ‘“ No, (anfwered he) 
but it is not ‘difficult to guefs: the minifter, ready 
to comform hirifelf to the pleafure of his prince, 
has doubtlefs, offered you fome confiderable em- 
ployment,” “* There you are miftaken,” (I ree 


* et was probably on account of this his difadvanta~ 


geous figure, that he commonly pave audience from his 


coach, or received people, fitting, 
Vox, IV, N plied) 
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plied) telling him at the fame time, in what man- 
ner I had been received, Having liftened atten- 
tively, he faid, ‘* The count muft have forgot you, 
‘or miftaken’ you for fomebody ‘elfe; 1 advife you 
to wait on him again, and I am fure he will treat 
you with another fort of look,”’ I followed my 
fecretary’s advice, and prefented myfelf the fecond 
time, before the minifter, who treated me {till 
worfe than at firft, frowned at me, as if the fight 
of me had given him pain, turned his eyes ano- 
’ ther way, and retired without {peaking one word, 

I was touclied to the quick, by his behaviour, 
and tempted to depart immediately for Valencia : 
but this Scipio did not fail to oppofe ; being un- 
willing to renounce the hopes which he had con- 
ceived. ‘* Doft thou not fee, (faid I to him) that 
the count wants to remove me from court? The 
king has expreiféd to him fome regard for me, 
and that is fufficient to bring upon me the aver- 
fion of his favourite: let us yield, my child, let 
us yield with a good grace to the power of fuch a 
formidable fce.’’ “ Sir, (anfwered he, incenfed 
againft the count d’Olivarez,) I would not fo eafily 
quit my ground ; "I would go and complain to his 
majefty, of the little regard which the minifter 
fhews to his recommendation,’ ‘©, Bad counfel, 
my friend ; (faid 1) if I thould take that impru- 
dent ftep, 1 would foon repent it; nay, I believe 
I run fome rifk'in tarrying in this city,’’ 

My fecretary began to weigh thefe words, and 
confidering that we had aétually to do with a man 
who might make us revifit the tower of Segovia, 
he partook of my fear, and no longer oppofed my 
defire of quitting Madrid, from whence I refqlved 
to move the very next day, . 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas is hindered from executing bis refolution to lice 
the court, and riecives an importang piece of fervice 
from Fofeph Navarro, 


N my return to my lodging, I met my old 
friend Jofeph Navarro, clerk of the kitchen 
to Don Balthazar de Zuniga. I went up to him, 
faluted him, and asked if he knew me, and if he 
would ftill be fo good as to {peak to a wretch who 
had repaid his friendfhip with ingratitude. ‘* You 
confefs then, (faid he) that you have not ufed me 
extremely well?’ ‘© Yes; anfwered I) and yeu 
have a right to load me with reproaches: I deferve 
them all, if I have not already expiated my crime, 
by the remorfe which attended it.’ ‘ Since you 
have repented of your fault, (replied Navarro, 
embracing me) I ought no longer to remember it.”” 
I, on my part, hugged Jofeph in my arms; and 
we refumed our former fentiments for each other, 
He had ‘heard of my imprifonment, and the 
diforder of my affairs, but was ignorant of what 
followed. I informed him of all, and even re- 
counted to him the converfation I had with the 
king, not concealing the bad reception I had met 
with from the minifter, no more than my defign 
of retiring again to my folitude. ‘* Beware of 
going thither, (faid he) fince our monarch has ex- 
preffed a friendfhip for you: it muft certainly be 
of fome fervice, Between you and me, the count 
d’Olivares has a very fingular difpofition, and is 
full of whims: he fometimes, as on this occafion, 
aéts in a very unaccountable manner ; and nobody 
but himfelf has the key of his irregular behaviour. 
Finally, whatever reafons he may have. for re- 
N2 ceiving 
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ceiving you in this manner, ftick clofe to the buff- 
nefs ; he will not hipder you from profiting by the 
prince’s bounty ; this is what I affure you: I will 
Mention it this evening to Signior Don Balthazar 
de Zuniga, my mafter, who is uncle to the count 
d’Olivares, and fhares with him the cares of go- 
vernment. Navarro having told me this, akked a 
direction to my lodging: and fo we parted. 

It was not long before I faw him again, Coming 
to me next day, ‘* Signior de Santillane, (faid he) 
you have ‘a’ protector in my mafter, who will fa- 
vour you with his fupport. On account of the 
good character which 1 gave of you, he has pro- 
mifed to fpeak m your behalf tq his nephew the 
count d’Olivarez, whom I hope he will prepoffefs 
in your favour.’” My friend Navarro, who did 
not ferve me by halves, introduced me two days 
after to Don Baithazar*, who faid to me with a 
courteous look, ‘* Signior de Santillane, your friend 
Jofeph has fpoke fo well of you, as to engage me 
in your interefts.”” I made a profound bow to Sig- 
nior de Zuniga ; and anfwered, that I fhould all 
my life have a lively fenfe of the obligation IJ lay 
aaider to Navarro, for having procured for me the 
protection of a minifter who was juftly fliled, Tbe 
fight of the council, Don Balthazar at this flatter- 
ing reply, clapt me on the fhoulder, faying with 
a fmile, “* You may go again to-morrow to the levee 
of the count d’Olivares, with whom you will be 
better fatisfied than before.”” 


® Don Balthazar de Zuniga Count de Mcnterez, wag 
great commander of Leon, governor to Philip IV. king 
of Spain, ambaffador at Rome and Vienna, aad prefident 
of the Italick council, ; 
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I appeared therefore, the third time, before the 
prime minifter ; who, having diftinguifhed me in 
the croud, honoured me with a {miling look, froma 
whence I conceived a good omen, ‘* This goes 
well, (faid I to myfelf:) the uncle has made the 
nephew hear reafon.”” I now expeted a favour 
able reception ; and my expeétation was fulfilled 
the count, after having given audience to every 
body, fent for me to his clofet, where he faid to 
me, with a familiar air, ‘¢ Friend Santillane, for- | 
give me for having: thrown thee into perplexity, 
for my diverfion ; I pleafed myfelf with giving 
thee uneafinefs, in order to try thy prudence, and 
fee what thou wouldft do ia thy chagrin. I don’t 
doubt that thou thoughteft I was difpleafed with 
thee ; but, on the contrary, my child, I own I 
have a liking to thy perfon. Though the king, 
my matter, had not ordered me to take care of thy 
fortune, I thould have done it through pure inclina- 
tion. Befides, my uncle Don Balthazar de Zuniga, 
€o whom I can refufe nothing, has defired me to 
look upon thee as one for whom he interefts him- 


felf: this is enough to determine me in thy fa- 


your.” This declaration made fuch a ftrong ime 
preffion upon my fenfes, that they were quite difor- 
dered, I threw myfelf at the feet of the minifter, who 
having bid me rife, went on in this manner s 
€ Come hither again this afternoon, and call for 
thee the orders 
I fhall give him."” So faying,. his. exeellency went ; 
out to hear mafs, as he ufually did every day, af+ 
ter having given audience ; and then repaired to 
the king’s levee, » 3 


Hg CHAP, 
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CHAP, IV. 
Gil Blas acquires the howe of Count d’Olivares.° 


. Did not fail to return in the afternoon, and call 
for the fteward, whofe name was Don Ray- 
mond Caporis. I no fooner told him my name, 
than, faluting me with great demonitrations of re= 
fpe&, * Signior, (faid he) follow me if yoy pleafe: 
¥ will condu& you to the apartment which is de- 
ftined for you m this houfe.”’ So faying, he car- 
ried me by a little. ftair to a range of five or fix 
sooms, which compofed the fecond ftory of one 
wing of the houfe, and which were very plainly fur- 
nithed. |“ This. (faid.he) is the lodging which his 
- Grace appoints for you; and here you will have 
a table with fix covers, maintained at his expence. 
You will be ‘ferved ‘by his own-domefticks, and 
there will always be. a coach, at your command, 
This is not all, (added.he) hia éxcellency has or- 
dered me to treat you with the fame refped, as 
if you was of the family of Guzman.” ‘* What 
the deuce is. the. meaning of .all this! (faid I to 
myfelf ) How am I to underftand thefe diftin@ions ! 
Js there not fome mifchief at bottom ? and is it not 
for his diverfion chat the. minifter gives me fuch 
honourable tfeatment?’’ While | was in this un- 
certainty, MuGuating between hope and fear, a 
page came and told me, that the Count wanted me. 
i went imftantly to:his Grace, who being alone in 
bis clofet, ‘<.Well, Santillane, (faid he) art thou 
fatishied with thy apartment, and the orders which 
T have given to Don Raymond ?”’ ,“ The goodnefs 
of your excellency (anfwered I) feems to me ex- 
ceffive ; and I receive it with fear and trembling.”° 
‘For what reafon? (faid he) can I do too much 
5 honour 


ae ey 


CIL BLAS. -3ga 


honour to a man whom the king has recom- 
mended to my care? No indeed; I do no more 
than my duty in treating thee in an honourable 
mianner: be not therefore furprifed at what I do 
for thee ; and be affured, that a folid and fplendid 
fortune cannot efcape thee, provided thou art aa 
much . attached to me as thou waft to the 
duke of Lerma. But with regard to that noble- 
man, (added he) I have been told thdt you lived 
an great familiarity with him, I am curious ta 
know how you two became acquainted, and what 
employment you exeroifed under that minifter : dif- 
guife nothing: I infift upon hearing the whole 
truth.” JF then remembered my perplexity with 
the duke of Lerma, in the fame cafe, and in what 
manner I -extricated myfelf :-and this I praétifed 
again very fuccefsfully ; that is to fay, in my nar- 
ration I fofrehed thé rough places, and pafféd flightly 


.over thofe things which did not. much redeund: te 


my honour: I likewife fpared the‘duke of Lerma; 
though in doing ‘othetwife.I thould have better 
pleafed my hearer, As for Don Rodrigo. de Cal- 
derona *, I gave him no quarter, but difclofed all 
7 ° 


..* Rodrigo Calderona, after having ‘been page to th 
Vice-Chancellor of Asragon, entered into the fervice of 
the Duke of Lerma, and by the intereft and favour of 
that minifter, which be engroffed in a particular manner, 
Obtained very confidesable offices, He was firft of all 
made gentleman of the bed-ehamber ‘to the king, then 
fecretary of ftate.: fame time after, he received the col- 
lar of the order of St, Jago, was made commander of 

na, and ereated captain of the German guard. Such 
extraordinary favour he could not bear with moderation, 
‘but becoming extremely infolent and licentious, defpifed 
the inod powgaful gandrs of Spring to. whofe hiss! i 
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fine ftroke which I knew he ftruck in the traffic of 
commanderies, governments and benefices. 

“* What you tell me of Calderona (faid the mi- 
nitter, interrupting me) is conformable to feveral 
memorials-which have been prefented againit him, 
and which contain heads of accyfation {till more 
important. His trial will foon come on; and if 
you with his downfall, I believe your defire will 
be fatisfied.”” “ I don’t defire his death, (faid I) 
though it was not his fault, that 1 found not mine 
in the tower of Segovia, where he was the caufe 
of my being imprifoned for a good many months.” 
“* How ! (cried his excellency) was Don Roderigo 
the caufe of thy imprifonment ? this is what I did 
not know. Don Balthazar, to whom Navarro re- 
counted thy hiftory,: told me that the late king or- 


fells facrifice, after the difgrace of the Cardinal Duke 
of Lerma. He was arrefted.in the year 1619, and tried 
on an impeachment containing 350 articles, among which 
were forcery and poifoning the Queen ; though thefe two 
were not proved, yet he was condemned to lofe his head ; 
and being allowed to difpofe of by will, no more than 
two thoufand ducats of all his immenfe wealth, was or- 
dered to prepare for death. He was afterwards deprived 
of the enfigns of knighthood, and conduéted to the place 
of execution, dreffed in a caffock mourning cloak, with 
a caul of frize, ‘and a crofs upon his breaft. His body, 
with two torches on each fide of it, was guarded on the 
fcaffold by a party of the patrole till the evening, when 
& great number of priefts being affembJed to honour his 
remains, they were difmiffed and forbid to accompany 
the corpfe, which was carried without any pomp to 

church of the Carmelites, according to his own defre, 
His head was fevered bya ftroke the throat, be- 
eaufe in Spain, none but trajtors receive it dn the neck. 
behind: and he died with fach courage. and decency, 4s 
‘fected even hin enemies with forrow and remorfe. oa 
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dered thee to be confined, as a punifhment for 
having carried the prince of Spain to a fufpedted 
place, in the night ; but I knew no more of the 
matter ; and I can’t conceive what part Calderona 
could play in the piece.” “ The part of a lover 
who revenges an injury received,’” (anfwered J.) I 
then told hin the whole adventure,which he thought 
fo diverting, that, grave as he was, he could not 
help laughing, or rather weeping with mirth. _He 
was infinitely rejoiced with Catalina, fometimes 
Miece and fometimes grand-daughter, as well as 
with the part which the duke of Lerma adted in 
the whole. 

When I had finithed my narration, the count 
difmiffed me, faying, that he would not fail to 
find me fome employment next day. I ran ime 
mediately to the houfe of Zuniga, to thank Don 
Balthazar for his good offices, and to tell my 
friend Jofeph how well I was with the prime-mi- 
nitter. 


CHAP. V. 
The private comverfation which Gil Blas bad with Nae 
warro, and the firft bujine{s in which be was employed 
. by the Count 2’ Olivares, 


S foon as I faw Jofeph, I told him with fome 
agitation, that I had a great many things to 
eommunicate: upon which, he carried. me.to a 
private place ; where, after having informed him 
of what had happened, I asked his opinion of the 
matter. ‘* My opinion (anfwered he) is, that you 
are in the way of making a vatt fortunes every 
thing {miles upon you: you are agreeable to the 
prime-minifter ; and another thing which may 
turn out to your advantage is, that I can do you 
the 
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the fame fervice whish you received from my uncle 
Melchior de la Ronda, when you firft entered the 
family of the archbifhop of Grenada. He fpared 
you the trouble of ftudying the prelate and his 
principal officers, by difclofing their different cha- 
racters to you at once ; and [ will, after his exam- 
ple, make you acquainted with the count, the 
countefs his wife, and donna Maria de Guzman 
their only child, 

The minifter has a quick penetrating genius, ca- 
pable of forming grand defigns. He fets up for 
an univerfal man, becaufe he has a fmall tinéture 
of every fcience, and believes himfelf able to de- 
cide in every thing. He imagines himfelf a pro~ 
found lawyer, a great captain, and a moft con- 
fummate politician. Add to this, he is fo intoxi- 
cated with his own opinions, that he alwuys follows 
them, rather than thofe of others, that he may not 
feem beholden to the underftanding of any man, 
Between you and me, this defect may have ftrange 
confequences, from which heaven preferve the 
monarchy, He fhines in the council by a natural 
eloquence ; and he would write as well as he 
fpeaks, if, in order to dignify his ftile, he did not 
affect expreffions which render it ftiff and obfcure. 
He is, befides, very whimfical, capricious and chi- 
merical. So much for his head, As to his heart, 
he is generous and friendly. He is faid to be vin- 
ditive ; but what Spaniard is otherwife? He is 
alfo accufed of ingratitude, in being the occafion 
of exiling the Duke d’Uzeda and the friar Lewis 
Aliaga ; to whom, people fay, he had great obli- 
ations: but this is pardonable ; the defire of be- 
éng prime-minifter prevails over every other fen- 
timent, 
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. Donna Agnez-de Zuniga a Velafco, countefs of 
Olivares, (continued Jofeph) is a lady who has no 
fault that I know, but that of felling her favours 
at a high price. As. for donna Maria de Guzman, 
who is, without contradidtion, this day the richedt 
match in Spain, fhe is an accomplifhed young 
lady, and the ido) of her father: model your be- 
haviour accordingly : be affiduous in making your 
court to thefe two ladies, and appear ftill more 
devoted to the count d’Olivares than you was to 
the duke of Lerma, before your journey to Sego- 
via; in which cafe, you will certainly. become :a 
perfonage of rank and power. . 
I likewife advife you (added he) to wait upoa 
my mafter Don Balthazar, from time to time 3 
though you have no need of him for your advance 
ment, don’t negle& him : he has a very good opi- 
nion of you at prefent; preferve his friendfhip and 
efteem, which may be of fervice to you upon fome 
occafion or other.’ ‘* As the uncle and nephew 
(faid I) are both concerned. in the miniftry, is there 
no jealoufy between the two collegues ?’’ “* On 
the contrary, (anfwered he) they live together in 
the greateft harmony. Had it not been for, Don 
Balthazar, the count d’Olivares, perhaps, would 
not have been prime-minifter: for, in fhort, after 
the death of Philip the third, all the friends and 
partizans of the houfe. of Sandoval exerted them- 
felves very much ; fome in favour of the cardinal, 
and others in behalf of his fon: but my matter, 
who was the.moft fubtile among the courtiers, 
and the count .as cunning as he, broke all their 
meafures, and took fuch effectual fteps to fecure 
that place, that their antagonifts were quite foiled. 
The count d’Olivares, when he became minifter, 
fhared the adminiftration with his uncle Don Bal- 
: - ghazar, 
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thazar, to whom he left the care of foreign af- 
fairs, referving all domeftic concems to himfelf : 


fo that, by thefe means ‘ftrengthening the ties of | 


friendthip which ought natarally to unite perfons 
of the fame blood, thefe two noblemen, indepen- 
dant of one another, live in fuch good correfpon- 
dehcé, as to me feems unafterablé.”* 

*’ Such was the converfation I had with Jofeph 
by whofe information I hoped to profit: alter 
which, I went to thank Sighior de Zuniga for. his 
goodnefs towards me. He told me very politely, 
that he would feize every occafion of befriending 
me ; and that he was very glad to find me fatis- 
fied with his nephew ; to whom, he affured me, 
he would fpeak again in my favour: refolving at 


leaft (He faid) to convince me, that he had my 


welfare at heart; and that, inftead of one patron, 


Thad two, It was thus that Don Balthazar, out . 
of friendthip for Navarro, intérefted himfelf in 


my -beHalf. . 

That very evening I quitted my hired room, 
fo ‘go and lodge at the prime-minifter’s heufe, 
Whete I fupped with Scipid, in my own apart- 
ment, - There we were ferved by the domefticks 
of the family; who while we ate out viduals with 
an affedted gravity, laughed, perhaps, within them- 
felves, at the refpeét which they were commanded 
to thew. When the table was uncovered, and 
they were retired, my fecretary, laying afide his 
conftraint, fxid a thoufand diverting things, which 
his gay difpofition and fsnguine hopes infpired. 


As for me, although overjoyed at the brilliant fitus . 


ation in which I faw mryfelf, § felt myfelf no 
Jonger difpofed to be dazzled by it: but, going 
to bed flept foundly, withoat giving way to the 
Ugreeablc ideas with which I might have eth 
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tained my fancy; whereas the ambitious Scipio 
enjoyed little repofe, but paffed the half of the 
night, in hoarding up money for the portion of 
his daughter Seraphina. | 

I had fcarce got on my cloaths next morning, 
when I was fent for by his grace ; who, when J 
came before him, faid to me, ‘* Well, Santillane, 


let us fee afpecimen of what thou canft do: thow | 


fayeft, the duke of Lerma employed thee in abridg- 
ing memorials: I have got one, which I intend 
for thy firft effay. The fubje& of it is this; ig 
muft be a performance to prepoffefs the public in 
favour of my miniftey. I have already privately 
fpread a report, that I found affairs in very great 
diforder: the bufinefs therefore is, to expofe to 
the eyes of both court and city, the miferable cons 
dition to which the monarchy is reduced. We 


' muft, on this fubje@, draw a pi€ture which wil} 


firike the people, and hinder them from regretting 
the lofs of my predeceffor, After that, you mu 
extol the meafures which J have taken to render 
his majefty’s reign glorious, his dominions flou- 
rifhing, and his fubje&ts perfectly happy. 

_ His grace having fpoke in this manner, gave 
me a paper, containing the juft caufes the nation 
had to complain of the preceding adiminiftration, 
fummed up in ten articles, the leaft of which, I 
remember, was fufficient to alarm all good Spa- 
niards: then fhutting me in a clofet adjoining to 
his own, he left me to work at liberty. I began 
to compofe my memorial as well as I could: J Sirf 
ef all defcribed the bad condition of the kingdom, 
the finances exhaufted, the royal revenue engroffed 
by partizans, and the marine entirely ruined, I 
then demonftrated the faults committed by thofe 
who had. governed the ftate, under the laft reign, 
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and the terrible confequences which might proceed 
from the‘e faults. In fhort, I reprefented the mo- 
marchy in danger, and fo fharply cenfured the 
former minifter, that, according to my memorial, 
the lofs of the duke of Lerma was a great happi- 
nefe for Spain.’ To fay the truth, though I har- 
boured no refentment againft that nobleman, I 
was not forry to do him this good office. Such is 
the difpofition of man ! . 

In fine, after a frightful picture of the misfor- 
tunes which threatened Spain, I encouraged the 
minds .of people, by making them conceive fair 
hopes of the future. I made the count d’Olivares 
{peak like a faviour fent from heaven, for the fal- 
wation of the ftate: I promifed mountains and mi- 
racles : in a word, I entered fo well into the views 
of.the new minifter, that he feemed furprifed at 
my performance ; which when he had read to-an 
end, ‘ Santillane (faid he) doft thou know that 
thou haft compofed a morfel worthy of a fecretary 
of ftate ? I am not furprifed that the uke of Ler- 
ma employed thy pen 3 thy ftile is concife, and 
even elegant ; but I think it is a little too natural.” 
He then pointed out the places which were not to 
his tafte, altering them with his own hand ; and J 
perceived, by his correétions, that he. loved (as 
Navarro had told me) obfcure and far-fetched ex- 
preffions. Neverthelefs, though he was refolved 
‘to have noblenefs, or rather conceits in his diction, 
he preferved two thirds of my work: and, to — 
fhew how well he was fatisfied with my capacity, 
fent to me, by Don Raymond, three hundred pi- 
ftoles, asa deffert at dinner. 


CH AP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The ufe to which Gil Blas put bis three bundred pifetes 5 : 
and bis charge to Scipio: with the fuccefs of the 
above-mentioned memorial, 

HIS. favour of the minifter furnifhed Scipio 

with a new opportunity of congratulating 

my return tocourt. ‘* You fee (faid he) that fora 
tune has great defigns in your favour. Are you now 
f_rry for having quitted your folitude? Long’ life 
to the count d°Olivares ! he is quite another fort of 

a patron than his predeceffor. The duke of Lerma, 

though you was fo much attached to him, let you 

danguifh feveral months, without giving you one 
piftole ; whereas the count has already beftowed 
upon you a gratification, which you could not have 
expeéted till after long fervice. 

I with (added he) that the lords of Leyva were 


‘witneffes of the happinefs which you enjoy, or at 


leaft made acquainted with it.”’ ‘* It is time in- 
deed for them to know it, (anfwered I) and I 
“was juft going to talk to thee about the matter. 
J don’t doubt that they are extremely impatient to 
hear from me; but I waited until I fhould fee my- 
felf fettled in fome thape or other, and be able to 
inform them pofitively, whether or not I thould 
ftay at court. Now that Iam fixed, thou mayeft 
fet out for Valencia when thou wilt, to inform 
thofe noblethen of my prefent fituation, which I 
look upon as their own work, fince it is certain, 
that, had it not been for them, I fhould never 
have determined upon my journey to Madrid.” 
‘¢ My dear matter, (cried the fon of Cofcolina) 
how happy will they be, when I recount to them 
what has happened to you! would were. already 
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at the gates of Valencia! but I thall be there very 
foon : Don Alphonfo’s two horfes are ready: [ 
will fet out immediately with one of his grace’s 
lacqueys ; for, befides that I fhall be glad of a 
companion on the road, you know people will be 
dazzled by the livery of the prime minifter,”’ 

I could not help laughing at the ridiculous vanity 
of my,fecretary ; though vainer ftill perhaps, than 
he, I let him do as he defired, ‘‘ Go, (faid I) 
and return as foon as poffible; for ] have another 
commiffion to give thee: thou muft go to the 
Afturias with money for my mother: I have, 
through negligence, let the time pafs on which I 
promifed to remit an hundred piftoles to her, and 
which thou undertook to deliver with thy own 
hand. Thefe forts of promifes from a fon ought 
to be fo facred, that I upbraid myfelf with my 
want of punétuality.”’ ‘Sir, (anfwered Scipio) 
in fix weeks I will bring you an account of both 
thefe commiffions ; I will converfe with the lords 
of Leyva, make a tour to your country-houfe, and 
_re-vifit the city of Oviedo, which I never remem- 
ber, without wifhing three fourths and a half of 
ts inhabitants at the devil.”’ Upon this, I counted 
qut to the fon of Cofcolina one hundred piftoles 
for my mother’s penfion, with an hundred more 
for himfelf, that he might agreeably’ perform the 
Jong journey which he had undertaken, _ 

A few days after his departure, the count fent 
our memorial to the prefs ; and it was no fooner 
publifhed, than it became the fubje& of all con- 
verfation in Madrid, The people, always friends 
to novelty, were charmed with the performance ; 
the low ebb of the finances, which was painted in 
lively colours, incenfed them againft the duke of 
‘Lerma ; and if the ftrokes of the quill, which that 

minifter 


45 


aE Boe SM RU AM os A wR A wy 


AS 
. 


es 


oS: Rao tind 


- 


minifter received, were not applauded by every 
body, at leaft they met with abundance of appro- 


-bation. 


As for the magnificent promifes made by the 
count d’Olivares, and, among others, that of 
defraying the national expenze by a prudent ceco- 
nomy, without incommoding the fubje@s; they 
dazzled the citizens in general, and confirmed 
them in the grand opinion which they had already 
entertained of his capacity: fo that the whole city 
ecchoed with his praife. 

That minifter, overjoyed to fee the accomplith- 
ment of his aim, which in that book had been to 
acquire the public affetion, was refolved to deferve. 
it effectually, by a commendable a@ion, which 
fhould be ferviceable to the king. For. this pur- 
pofe, he had recourfe to the invention of the em- 
peror Galba; that is, to make thofe who had en- 
riched themfelves, the Lord knows how, in the 
adminiftration of the finances, regorge their wealth. 
‘When he had drawn from thofe leeches the blood 
which they had fucked, and filled the coffers of 
the king, he undertook to preferve it, by fuppref- 
fing all penfions, not even excepting his own, as’ 
well as the. gratifications that were given out of the 
king’s exchequer. To fucceed in this defign, which 
he could not execute without changing the face of 
government, he employed me in compofing a new 

memorial, the fubftance and form of which he 
di@ated. He then enjoined me to rife, as much 
as 1 could, above the ordinary fimplicity of my 
ftile, and give more dignity to my expreffions. 

*¢ Enough, my lord, (faid I) your excellency thall 
have the fplendid and fublime which you defire.’” 
I thut myfelf up in the fame clofet where I had 
compoted the firft, and there went to work, after 
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having irivoked the eloquent genius of the arch- 
bifhop of Grenada. 

I began by reprefenting, that we could not be 
too careful in preferving the money which Was in 
the treafury, and which ought to be employed 
only in the emergencies of the ftate, as being a 
facred fund, referved on purpofe to keep the 
enemies of Spain in awe. Then I demonftrated 
to the king, (for the memorial was addrefied to | 
him,) that in taking away all the penfions and. 
gratifications with which the revenue was faddied, 
he fhould not, for alt that, deprive himfelf of the 
pleafure of rewarding thofe fubjeéts who fhould 
deferve his favour; fince, without touching his 
treafure, he was in a condition to beftow upon 
them great recompences : that for fome, he had 
vite-royalties, governments, orders of knighthood, 
and inilitary empleyments ; for others, command- 
eries, and penfions upon them, titles, magiftra- 
cies 3 and, in fine, all forts of benefices for thofe 
who are confecrated to the church. 

' This memorial, which was much longer than 
the firft, took me up near three days ; and luckily, 
1 compofed it to the tafte of my mafter: who, 
finding it written with emphafis, and ftuffed with 
metaphors, loaded me with applaufe. ‘* I am 
very well fatisfied with this, (f4id he, pointing to 
the moft tumid places) thefe are well-ftamped ex- 
preffions, Courage, friend; I forefee that thou 
wilt be of great fervice to me.’? Neverthelefs, in 
fpite of the applatfe of which he was fo prodigal, 
-he did not fail to retouch the memorial. He in- 
ferted a good deal of his own, and compofed a 
piece of eloquence which charmed the king and 
~the whole.court. The city joined its approbation, 
conceived a happy omen of the fliture, and flat- 
tered 
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tered itfelf, that the monarchy would refume its 
ancient luftre under the miniftry of fuch a great 
man. 

His excellency, feeing that this piece did him 
a great deal of honour, was willing that I fhould 
reap fome fruit from it, in confideration of my 


fhare in the compofition : he accordingly beftowed 


upon me a penfion of five hundred crowns upon 
the commandery of Caftile ; which was the more. 
agreeable to me, as it was not wickedly, though 
eafily got. 


CHAP. VII. 
By what accident, in what place and condition Gil Blas: 
found bis friend Fabricio; and the converfation that- 
happened between them, 


Othing gave more pleafure to the count, than 
to know the opinion which the people of: 
Madrid had of his conduét in the miniftry. He. 


afked me every day, what people faid of him ;' 


and even maintained fpies, who brought him am 
exact account of what paffed in the city. “They 
reported to him every word which they heard ;- 
and as he erdered them to be fincere, his felf-love 
fuffered fometimes ; for the people have 4n in- 
temperance of tongue which has. no refpect of 
perfons, 

When I perceived that he was pleafed with thefe- 
reports, I employed myfelf every afternoon, in 
going to public places, and joining converfation. 
with good company. When they fpoke of the. 
government, I liftened with attention ; and if they 
faid any thing that deferved to be re-told, to his 
excellency, I did not fail to inform.him of it; but- 
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ic muft be obferved, that I never reported any 
thing which was fpeke to his prejudice, 

One day, as I returned from one of thefe places, 
paffing by the door of an hofpital, I felt an incli- 
mation to enter. I walked through two or three 
wards full of fick people a-bed, and furveyed 
every thing around me. Among thefe unfortunate 
people, whom I could not behold without com- 
paffion, I was ftruck with the appearance of one, 
who, I b:lieved, was my old friend and comrade 
Fabricio. That I might have a more diftin@ view 
of him, I approached his bed; and having no 
longer any reafon to doubt that it was the poet 
Nunnez, ftopt a few minutes to confider him, 
without fpeaking ; while he, recolle€ting me alfo, 
eyed me inthe fame manner, At length, breaking 
filence, ‘‘ Sure (faid I) my eyes deceive me! is this 
a@ually Fabricio whem I meet in this place ?* 
‘* The very fame (anfwered he coldly :) and thou 
haft no caufe to be furprifed at it. Since I left 


thee, I have ever exercifed the bufinefs of an author: - 


I have compofed romances, comedies, all kinds of 
works of genius. I have run my race, and am 
now at the hofpital.”” 

I could not help laughing at thefe words, and 
ftill more at the ferious air with which they were 
pronounced. ‘“‘ How! (cried I) has thy Mufe 
brought thee to this place ? Hath fhe played thee 
this villainous trick ?’* ‘* Thou feeftit is fo (he 
replied :) this houfe is the retreat of many a wit. 
Thou haft done well, my child, to take another 
road: but, methinks, thou art no longer at court, 
and the face of thy affairs is changed: nay, I re- 
member to have heard, that thou waft imprifoned 
by order of the king.”” ** True, (faid I) the charm- 
ing fituation in which I was, when we parted, in 
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a little time after was followed by a reverfe of for- 
tune, which robbed me of my wealth and liberty : 
neverthelefs, my friend, thou feeft me again in a 
more flourifhing ftate than ever.’’ ‘* That is im- 
poffible! (cried Nunnez) thy apparel is frugal and 
plain ; and thou haft not that vain and infolent 
air which profperity ufually gives.’’ ‘“‘ Misfortune 
Naas I) hath purified my virtue; and I have 
earned in the {chool of adverfity, to enjoy riches 
with moderation.”’ 
«< Tell me then (cried Fabricio, ftarting up ina 
tranfport) what may be thy employment ? what 
bufinefs doft thou follow ? art thou not fteward to 


fome ruined grandee, or opulent widow?” “ I 


have a better poft (I replied) but thou muft dif- 
penfe with my telling thee more at prefent: I will 
fatisfy thy curiofity another time: I will now 
only let thee know, that I am in a condition 
to affift thee, or rather, to make thee eafy for life, 
provided thou wilt promife to write no more works 
of genius, either in verfe or profe. Doft thou feel 
thyfelf capable of making fuch a facrifice to me ?”” 
«* | have already made it to heaven, (faid be) 
‘during a fevere diftemper of which I am juft cured. 
A Dominican father has made me abjure poetry, as 
an amufement which, if not criminal, at leaft diverts 
the mind from the purfuit of wifdom and virtue.”” 
“* I congratulate thee, my dear Nunnez (an- 
fwered I:) but beware of a relapfe.”” ‘‘ That I 
am in no fear of (he refumed:) I am firmly re- 
folved to abandon the Mufes: and when thou 
cameft into the Avard, was juft compofing an eter- 
nal adieu to them in verfe.’’ ‘‘ Mr, Fabricio, (faid 
J, fhaking my head) I don’t know if the Domini- 


-ean and I dare truft to your abjuration, you feem 


fo furioufly enchanted by thefe learned damfels.”’ 
| ** No, 
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‘© No, no, (anfwered he) I have broke off all con- 
nection with them ; nay, more; I have conceived 
an averfion for the public, which does not deferve 
that authors fhould confecrate their works to it: 
_ I Mould be forry if I could produce any thing that 
‘would pleafe it. Don't imagine (continued he) 
that this language is dictated by paffion : I fpeak in 
cold blood. I equally defpife the applaufe and 
hiffes of the public, which one does not know 
how to manage. It is fo capricious, that it does 
not think two days one way, What fools are 
thofé dramatic writers who are vain of the fuccefs 
of their performances! Whatever noife they make 
by their novelty, if they are brought upon the 
ftage twenty years after, they are for the moft part 
very ill received. The prefent generation taxes the 
paft with want of tafte, and its determinations are 
contradicted by thofe of the next. From whence 
I concluded, that thofe authors who are now ap- 
plauded, will be hiffed by pofterity. It is the fame 
thing with regard to romances, and other amufing 
books, which, tho” at firft they meet with general 
approbation, infenfibly fink into contempt. That 
honour therefore which ‘we reap from the good 
fucoefs of our works, is nothing but a mere 
chimera, an illufion of the brain, a fire of ftraw 
which evaporates in {moke.”” 

Tho’ I was well convinced that the Afturian 
poet fpoke this from paffion only, I did not feem 
to perceive it ; but faid tohim, ‘‘I am overjoyed 
to find thee difgufted with the belle lettre, and 
radically cured of the rage of writing. Be affured 
that I will immediately procure for thee an em- 
ployment in which thou mayeft enrich thyfelf, 
without being at a great expence of genius.’” 
** So much the)better! (cried he.) Genius ftinks 

in 
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in my noftrils, and I now look upon it as the mott 
fatal prefent that heaven can beftow upon man.’ 
“* I with, my dear Fabricio, (I replied) that thou 
may’ ft ftill preferve thefe fentiments. If you per- 
fift in your refolution to quit poetry, I repeat it, 
I will foon procure for thee an honourable and lu- 
cratlve poft ; but until I can do thee this fervice, 
(added I_ giving him a purfe of fixty pittoles) pray 
accept of this fmall token of my friendfhip.”’ 

“© © generous friend! (cried the fon of barbér 
Nunnez, tranfported with gratitude and joy) what 
thanks do I owe to heaven for bringing thee into 
this hofpital, which I will leave this very day, by 
thy affiftance !" And he actually ordered himfelf 
to be tranfported into a hired lodging. But, be- 
fore we parted, Itold him where I lived, and in- 
vited him to ceme and fee me, as foon as he 
fhould be perfe@ly recovered. He feemed extremely 
furprized, when I told him, that I lodged in the 
houfe of the count d’Olivares. “‘ Thrice happy 
Gil Blas, (faid he) whofe fate it is to bea mini- 
fter’s favourite! I rejoice at thy good fortune, fince 
thou ufeft it fo well.” 


CH a P. VIII. 


Gil Blas becomes more and more beloved by his mafter. 
Scipio returns to Madrid, and gives an account of 
bis journey to Santillanes 


HE count d’Olivares, whom henceforth, I 
fhall call the count-duke, becaufe the king was 
pleafed. about this time to honour him with that 
title, had a foible which I difcovered, very much 
to my own advantage ; and this was a defire of 


_ being beloved. As {oon as he perceived that any 


one attached himfelf to him thro’ inclination, he 
, jis 
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immediately conceived a friendfhip for that ad- 
herent. 

I took care not to negle& this obfervation, I 
was not contented with barely doing what he 
commanded, Iexecuted his orders with fuch de- 
monftrations of zeal, as quite won his heart. I 
fudied his tafte in all things, that I might con- 
form myfelf to it; and anticipated his defires as 
much as I could, 


By this condu@, which feldom fails of fuccefs, 


I infenfibly became the favourite of my mafter, 
who, on his part, as I myfelf had the fame foible, 
gained my whole foul, by the marks of affection 
which he beftowed upon me; and I infinuated 
myfelf fo far into his favour, that I at length fhared 
his confidence with Signior Carnero his chief fe- 
eretary. 

Carnero had praétifed the fame method of being 
agreeable to his excellency ; and fucceeded fo well, 
that he was intrufted with the myfteries of the 
cabinet. That fecretary and I were the two con- 
fidents of the prime minifter, and the depofitories 
of his fecrets ; with this difference, that he fpoke 
to Carnero of nothing but ftate affairs, and con- 
verfed with me on his own private concerns only ; 
by thefe means making, as it were, two feparate 
departments, with which we were both equally 
faisfied, we lived together without jealoufy, as 
without friendfhip. I had caufe to be pleafed with 
my fituatien, which giving me continual oppor- 
tanities of being with the count-duke, I was al- 
ways at hand to obferve the very bottom of his 
foul, which he, tha’ naturally diffembling, ceafed 
to conceal from me, whcn he ne longer doubted 
the fincerity of my attachment, - 
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“ Santillane, (faid he to me one day) thou haft 
feen the duke of Lerma enjoy an authority, which 
looked more like the power of an abfolute mo- 
march than that of the favourite minifter ; never- 
thelefs, I'am {till more lucky than he was, even at 
the higheft point of his fortune. He had two for- 
midable enemies in the duke d’Uzeda his own fon, 
and in the confeffor of Philip the third, Whereas, 
I fee not one perfon near the king, who has credit 
enough to hurt me, nor even one whom I’ fufpea 
to be my foe.”’ : 

** It is true indeed (continued he) that when I 
came to the miniftry, I futfered none to be near 
the prince, but thcfe who were coneéed with me, 
either by blood or friendfhip. I have by viceroy- 
alties or embaffies got rid of all thofe noblemen 
who by their perfonal merit might have. acquired 
fome portion of my fovereign’s favour, which I 
was refolved entirely to poffefs: fo that I may 
now fafely fay, no great man takes umbrage at 
my credit. Thou feeft, Gil Blas, (added he) that 
I difclofe my heart to thee. As J have reafon to 
think thee entirely devoted to me, I have chofen 
thee for my confident. Thou doft not want un- 
derftanding ; art (I believe) modeft, prudenf and 


_ difcreet ; in a word, thou feem’ft proper for exe- 


cuting twenty forts of commiffions, which require 
a young man of extenfive underftanding, who is at 
the fame time in my interefts,”” ; 

I was not proof againft the flattering images 
which thefe words raifed in my imagination. Some 
vapours of avarice and ambition mounted into my 
brain, and awaked in me thofe fentiments over 
which I thought 1 had gained a compleat triumph, 
I protefted to the minifter, that I would anfwer his 
intentions with all my power ; and I kept myfelf. 

Vox. IV.- P ready 


150 The ADVENTURES of 


feady to execute, without fcruple, all the commiffions 
with which he fhould think proper to intruft me. 

While I was thus difpofed to raife new altars to 
Fortune, Scipio returning from his journey, faid, 
“‘ } have not a tedious narration to make. The 
lords of Leyva were charmed when I told them 
the reception you met with from the king, when 
he knew you, and with the behaviour of the count 
d’Olivares,”” 

Here I interrupted Scipio, faying, ** You would 
have given them ftill more pleafure, my friend, could 
you have told them on what footing Iam now 
with his grace. The rapidity of the progrefs which 
I have made in his excellency’s heart fince thy de- 
parture, is altogether prodigious.” ‘* God be 
pfaifed ! my dear mafter, (anfwered he) I forefee 
that a fplendid deftiny awaits us.” ‘‘ Let us wave 
this fubje&t, (faid I) and talk of Oviedo. Thou 
haft been at the Afturias ; in what condition didft 
thou leave my mother ?”” ‘‘ Ah! Sir, (he replied, 
affuming all of a fudden a melancholy look) I have 
nothing but afflicting news for you from that quar- 
ter.” ‘*O heaven! (cried I) my mother is cer- 
tainly dead.’’ ‘* Six months ago, (faid my fecre- 
tary) the good lady paid the tribute of nature, as 
well as your uncle Signior Gil Perez.’" 

I was deeply affected with my mother’s death, 
although in my infancy I had never received from 
her thofe careffes which are neceffary to make chil- 
dren grateful in the fequel. I likewife paid thofe 
tears which I owed to the good canon, for the care 
he had of my education. My grief indeed did not 
Jaft long, but foon mellowed into a tender rea 
membrance which 1] have always preferved- of my 
parents. 
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CHAP. IX. 


How, and to whom the count-duke, married bis only 
daughter, with the ditter fruits which that marriage 
produced, 


OON after the return of Cofcolina’s fon, the 
count-duke fell into a profound reverie, in 
which he remained for the fpace of eight whole 
days. I imagined that he was meditating fome 
‘great ftroke of politics; but the fubject of his 
miufing regarded his own family only. ‘“ Gif 
Bias, (faid he to me one afternoon) thou muft 
have perceived that I am a good deal perplexed 
in mind. Yes, my child, I am wholly engroffed 
by an affair upon which the repofe of my life 

depends ; and J will impart the fecret to thee. 
<¢ Donna Maria my daughter (centinued ‘he) is 
now marriageable, and her heart is difputed by a 
great number of noblemen. The count de Niebles, 
eldeft fon of the duke de Medina Sidonia, chief of — 
the family of Guzman, and Don Lewis de Haro, 
elteft fon of the marquis de Carpio and my own 
fitter, are the two candidates who feem beft entitled 
to the preference: efpecially the laft, who poffeffes 
merit fo much fuperior to that of his rivals, that 
ali the court perfuade themfelves, I fhall make 
choice of him for my fon-in-law. Neverthelefs, 
Without entering into the reafons which I have to 
exclude him, as weli as the count de Niebles, I 
will tell thee, that I have caft my eyes on Don> 
Ramires Nunnez de Guzman, Marquis of Toral, 
and chief of the family of Guzman d’Abrados : 
to this young nobleman, and the children which 
he fhall have by my daughter, I intend to leave 
my whole eitate annexed to the title of count 
P 2 d’Oliva- 
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d’Olivares, to which I will join the quality of 
grandee: fo that, my grand-children and_ their 
defcendants proceeding from the branch’d Abra- 
dos and that of Olivares, will pafs for the eldett 
of the Guzman family, 

‘* Well, Santillane, (added he) doeft thou not 
approve of my defign?’’ ‘* Pardon me, Sir, 
anfwered I) the projet is worthy of the genius 
that formed it; F am only afraid that the duke 
de Medina. Sidonia will murmus at it.” ‘“ Let 
him murmur, if he pleafes, (refumed the minifter) 
T fhall give myfelf very little trouble about that, 
I don’t love his branch, which has ufurped the 
birth-right and titles thereunto attached, over the 
houfe of Abrados, I fhall mind his complaints 
lefs than the chagrin of my fifter the Marchionefs 
of Carpio, in feeing her fon difappointed in his 
expectation of my daughter. But, after ‘all, I 
intend to pleafe myfelf, and it is already decided, 
that Don Ramires dhall prevail ever all his rivals.” 
/ The count-duke having taken this refolusien, 
gave a new mark of his fingular policy, in putting 
it in practice. He prefented a petition to the king, 
begging that he and the queen would be pleafed 
to beftow his daughter in marriage, defcribing 
the characters of the noblemen who were in pur- 
fuit of her, and leaving the choice entirely to 
their majefties ; but he did not fail, in {peaking 
of the marquis of Toral, to fhew that he was the 
moft agreeable of them all. Whereupon, the king, 
who had a blind complaifance for his minifter, 
returned thisanfwer: ‘ I believe Don Ramires 
Nunnez worthy of your daughter Donna Maria ;. 
neverthelefs, take your own choice. The match 
which wilh fuit you beit, will be moft agreeable 
tome. ‘The king.’’ 
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Thé minifter affected to thew this anfwer ; and 
pretending to look upon it as his prince’s order, 
miade hafte to marry his daughter to the marquis 
of Toral ; an event that very much difpleafed the 


smarchionefs de Carpio, as well as the Guzmans, 


who had flattered themfelves with the hope of 
efpoufing Donna Maria. Neverthelefs, as they 
could. net hinder the marriage, they affected to ce- 
tebrate it with great demonttrations of joy. One 
would have thought the whole family was charmed 
with the occafion; but the malcontents were foon 
revenged in a manner very melancholy for the 
count-duke, Donna Maria * in ten months brought 
forth a daughter, which died in the birth, and in 
a few days after felt herfelf a victim to death, 
What a lofs was this for a father, who (to ufe the 


‘expreffion) had no eyes but for his daughter ; and 


who faw in this event the mifcarriage of his defign, 
of taking the right of elderfhip trom the branch of 
Medina Sidonia ! . He was fo much affeéted, that” 
for fome days he fhut himfelf up, and would fee 
no body but me, who conforming myfelf to his 
immoderate grief, feemed as much afflicted as he. 


‘To tell the truth, I made ufe of this occafion té 


fhed frefh tears to the memory of Antoria, The 
refemblance which her death had to that of the 
Marchionefs de Toral, burft open again the wound 
which was but imperfeétly cured, and renewed 
my affliGion fo much, that the minifter, over- 
whelmed as he was with his own forrow, could 
not help being ftruck with mine. He was aftonifh- 
ed to fee me enter fo warmly into his chagrin. 


* Mr, Le Sage has here deviated from the true 
hiftory 3 for Donna Maria died unmarried, tho’ fhe 
was betrothed to Raymond de Guzman, Marquis of 
Tora), afterwards created duke Of Medina de las Torres. 

“OP 4 “Gil 
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“< Gil Blas, (faid he one day, perceiving me 
plunged in the moft melancholy fadnefs) it 1s a 
fweet confolation for me, to have fuch a fympa- 
thizing confident.”’ ‘* Ah! my lord, (anfwered 
I, giving to him all the honour of my affiiGtion) I 
muft be very ungrateful and hard-hearted indeed, 
if I did not fincerely fympathize with your grace. 
How can I confider that you mourn the lofs of a 
daughter of accomplifhed merit, whom you ten- 
derly loved, without mingling my tears with 
yours ? No, my lord, I am fo fenfible of your 
goodnefs, that as long as I live, I thall always 
fhare in your pain as well as pleafure.”’ 


CHAP, X. 

Gil Blas by accident meets the poet Nunnex, who tells 
him, that be bas compofed a tragedy, which is im- 
mediately to be reprefented on the prince's theatre. 
The bad futcefs of that picce, with the furprixing 
good luck which attended its fall, 


HE minifter began to be confoled, and I of 

confequence to refume -my good humour, 
when one evening I went out all alone to take the 
air in my coach, and met in my way the Afturian 
poet, whom I had not feen, fince he quitted the 
hofpital. He being very well dreffed, I took him 
into the coach, and we drove together to St. Je- 
rome’s meadow. 

“¢ Mr. Nunnez, (faid I to him) I think myfelf 
very lucky in having met you by chance, other- 
wife I fhould not have had the pleafure’’------ 
“* No reproaches, Santillane, (faid he with preci 
pitation) I fincerely own that I had no intention 
to vifit thee, and thou fhale hear the reafon. 
You promifed me a good poft, provided I 

= fhould 
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fhould abjure poetry ; and Ihave found a very 


fubfantial one, on condition that I make verfe. 
I have accepted this laft, as moft fuitable to my 
humour, A friend of mine has introduced me 
into the family of Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, 
treafurer of the king’s gallies. This Don Bertrand, 
who wants to have a wit in his pay, finding my 
verfification very brilliant, has chofen me preferably 
to five or fix authors who offered themfelves can- 
didates for the employment of his private fecre- 
tary.” , . 

“* I am very glad to hear it, my dear Fabricio, 
(faid 1) for that Don Bertrand is in all appearance 
very rich,’” ‘* Rich! anfwered he) they fay he 
has {uch immenfe wealth, that he cannot count it. 
Be that as it will, my office is this ; as he piques 
himfelf upon being gallant, and would pafs for a 
man of genius, he keeps a literary correfpondence 
with feveral very fprightly ladies, and I lend him 
my. pen to compofe billets filled with wit and hu- 
mour. I write for him, in verfe to one, in profe 
to another, and fometimes in perfon carry the 
letters, to thew the multiplicity of my talents.”” 

“* But thou haft not told me (faid ¥) what f 
chiefly defire to know ; art thou well paid for thy 
epiftolary epigrams?’’ “* Very largely, (he re- 
plied.) Rich people are not always generous, and 
i know fome of them who are mere fcrubs ; but 
Don Bertrand ufes me very nobly. Over and 
above two hundred piftoles. of fixed wages, I 
frequently receive from him fmall gratifications, * 
which put me in a condition to a& the gentleman, 
and pafs my time agreeably with fome authors, 
who are like me, enemies to care.” ‘* But (I re- 
fumed) has thy treafurer tafte enqugh to relith the 
beauties of a work of genius, and to perceive its 

faults ?”* 
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faults?" “* Not at all, (anfwered Nunnez) tho’ 
he can talk fpecioufly, he is by no means a cen- 
noiffeur. He gives himfelf out, however, for an- 
other Tarpa *, decides boldly, and fupports his 
opinion with fuch loudnefs and obftinacy, that 
generally when he difputes, his antagonift is ob- 
liged to yield, in order to avoid the fhower of 
ill language with which he is wont to overwhelm 
his opponents.” 

“Thou may’ft well believe (purfued he) that 
J am very cautious of contradicting him, what- 
ever caufe he gives me for fo doing ; for befides 


the difagreeable epithets which I fhould certainly 
bring upon myfelf, I might poffibly be turned out 
7 oh: 4 in 


geers. I therefore prudently applaud what he 


- praifes,-and difapprove of every thing which he 


condemns. By this complaifance, which cofts 
me nothing, becaufe I poffefs the art of accommos 
dating myfelf to the charaéters of thofe who can 
befriend me, I have gained the friendfhip and 
efteem of my patron. He has engaged me to com: 
pofe a tragedy on a fubjeét which he fuggefted. J 
have accordingly finifhed it under his eye; and if 
it fucceeds, I fhall owe one part of nty glory to 
his good advice,” : 

I afked the title of his tragedy, and he told 
me it was called the Count de Saldagné, informing 
me at the fame time, that it would be reprefented 
in three days on the prince’s theatre. “‘ J wiftt 
(anfwered I) that it may have a great run, and I 


_have fuch a good opinion of thy genius, as to 


* Sp. Metius Tarpa, a famous critic of the Auguftan 
age: his tribunal was in the temple of Apollé, where hé 
fat with four collegues, to judge the meétit of all thed: 
ri performanices, before they were exhibited on thé 
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hope it will.” ‘I hope fo too, (faid he) but 
there is no dependance upon fuch hope, fo un- 
certain are authors of the event of a dramatic 
piece,” At length the firft day of its reprefen- 
tation arrived ; and as I could not go to the play, 
being hindered by a commiffion I had to pe: form 
for his grace, all that I could do was to fend 
Scipio thither, that I might at leaft know that 
very evening the fuccefs of a performance in which 
I interefted myf.lf. After having waited with im- 
patience, I faw him return with a look from which 
I conceived a bad omen, ‘* Well, (faid I) how 
hath the Count de Saldagne been received by the 
public?” “‘ Very brutally, (anfwered he) never 
was piece more barbaroufly ufed. I came ‘away 
incenfed at the infolence of the pit.’’ ‘‘ And I 
(faid I) am incenfed at the fury of Nunnez, in 
compofing plays. Muft he not have loft his judg- 
ment entirely, to prefer the ignominious fhouts 
aud hiffes of an audience, to the happy lot which 
I could have procured for him?’? Thus thro’ 
friendfhip did I inveigh againft the Afturian poet, 
and afflifted myfel€ at the misfortune of his piece, 
while he exulted in the event. 

Two days after, he actually came to my houfe 
in a tranfport of joy. ‘‘ Santillane, (cried he) I 
am come to fhare with thee the extreme pleafure 
which I feel. In compofing a bad play, my friend, 
I have made my fortune. Thou knoweft the 
ftrange reception which the Count de Saldagne met 
with ; all the fpectators exclaimed againft him, as 
if for’ a wager, and to that general exclamation I 
owe my good fortune.’’ 

Aftonithed to hear the poet Nunnez talk in that 
manner ; “* How! Fabricio, (faid I) is it poffible 
that the fall of thy tragedy can juftify this thy 

an / im- 
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immoderate joy?” ‘ Yes fure, (anfwered he) I 
told thee before, that Don Bertrand had inferted 
fome of his own compofition “in my piece, which 
of confequence he thought excellent. He was vio- 
lently piqued to find the fpeétators of a different 
opinion, and this morning faid to me, ‘‘ Nunrvez, 
Ligirix caufa Diis placuit, fed vita Catom ;: if the 
public is difpleafed with thy produ@ion 3 in re- 
compence, it pleafes me, and that is enough. 
To confole thee for the bad tafte of the age, I 
will give thee two thoufand crowns a-year on my 
eftate ; let us go inftantly to my notary, and have 
the deed drawn.’’ - We went thither accordingly, 
the treafurer has figned the deed, and paid me the 
firft year advance, 

I congratulated Fabricio on the happy fate of the 
Count de Saldagne, fince it had turned out fo much 
to the author’s advantage. ‘* Thou haft reafon 
(continued he) to compliment me on that occafion ; 
how happy Am I in having been foundly hiffed ! if 
the public had been kind enough to honour me 
with applaufe, what fervice fhould I fave received 
from it ? Nothing of confequence. I fhould have 
got but a very moderate fum for my labour, where+ 
as its hiffes have. all of a qacden made me eafy 
for life.”* 


CHAP. XI. 
Santillane obtains an employment for Scipio, who departs 
for New-Spain. 


Y fecretary could not without erivy look 

upon the unexpected good fortune of the 

poet Nunnez, which was the fole fubje& of his 
difcourfe during eight whole days. ‘* I admire 
(faid he) the caprice of Fortune, that fometimes 
delights 
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delights in loading a deteftable author with wealth, 


while fhe leaves men of genius in mifery ; I with 
fhe would take it in her head to enrich me alfo 
in the fpace of one night.’” ‘* That may very 
well happen, (faid I) and much fooner than you 
imagine. Thou art here in her temple, for 1 think 
we may call the prime-minifter’s houfe the temple 
of Fortune, where favours are often beftowed, 
which all of a fudden enrich thofe who obtain 
them.” ‘* That is true, Sir, (anfwered he) but 
they muft be waited for with patience.”* ‘‘ Once 
more, Scipio, (faid I) make yourfelf eafy ; perhaps 
you are on the point of having fome good poft.”” A 
few days after, an‘opportunity actually offered of 
employing him advantageoufly in the fervice of the 
count-duke, and I did not let it efcape. 
Difcourfing one morning with Don Raymond 
Caporis, fteward of the prime minifter, our con- 
verfation turned upon his excellency’s revenues, 
“* His grace (faid he) enjoys the commanderies of 
all the military orders, which are worth forty 
thoufand crowns per annum, and he is obliged to 
wear the crofs of Alcantara only. Befides, his 
three pofts of great chamberlain, miafter of the 
horfe, and grand chancellor of the Indies, bring 
in two hundred thoufand more; and all that is 
nothing in comparifon to the immenfe fums which 
he draws ftom America. I will tell you how: when 
the king’s thips fet fail froth Seville or Lifbon for 
that country, he embarks on board of them wine, 
oil and corn, which his eftate of Olivares affords, 
and he pays no duty. He fells thefe commodities 
in the Indies for four times the price which they 
would yield in Spain, then employs the money in 
purchafing {pices, colours, and other things which. 
are bought for almoft nothing in that new stair 
an 
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and afterwards are fold at a high rate in Europe, 
He has already got many millions by this traffick, 
without doing the leaft prejudice to the king. 
What will not furprife you.(continued he) is, that 
the people employed in tranfaCting this commerce 
always return enriched, the count allowing them 
to take care of their own fortune, while they 
manage his, 

Cofcolina’s fon, who liftened to our difcourfe, 
could not hear Don Raymond talk thus, without 
interrupting him. ‘* Zooks! Signior Caporis, I 
fhould be glad to be one of thefe people, for I have 
long withed to fee Mexico.’” ‘* Your curiofity 
will foon be fatisfied (faid the fteward to him) if 

_Signior de Santillane has no objection to your de- 

fire. Tho’ I am very nice in the choice of thofe 
.whore I fend to the Indies on this empleyment, 
(for I choofe them all) I will, without hefitation, 
infert you in my regifter, if your mafter defires it.”” . 
** You will oblige me in fo doing, (faid I to Don 
Raymond) pray give me that mark of your friend- 
fhip. Scipio is a young man whom I love ; be- 
fides, he has a great deal of underftanding, and 
will behave in an irreproachable manner. In a 
word, I can anfwer for him as for myfelf.°” 

“* If that be the cafe, (refumed Caporis) let him 
repair immediately to Seville, the thips will fail 
for the Indies in a month. He fhail have a letter 
from me at his departure, for aman who will give 
him all neceffary inftru@tions to enrich himfelf, 
without prejudicing the interefts of his excellency, 
which muft ever be looked upon as facred.” 

Scipio, charmed with his employment, made 
hafte to fet out for Seville, with a theufand crowns 
which I gave him, to buy wine and oil in Anda- 
lufia, and put him in a condition to trade in the 

Indies 
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Indies on his own ‘bottom. ‘Neverthelefs, glad as 
he was to make a voyage by which he hoped to 
profit fo much, ‘he could not leave me without thed- 


ing tears, and I could not behold his aceaters 
with indifference, 


CHAP. XII. 


Don Alpbonfo de Leyua comes to Madrid ; the motive of 
bis journey. Gil Blas is affiéted at tbe caufe, but 
rejoices at the Sonleraenee of it, 


‘CIPIO was fearce gone, when a page be- 
longing to the minifter brought to me a billet 
containing thefe words, “ If Signior de Santillane 
will give himfelf the trouble to call at St. Gabriel’s 
head in Toledo-ftreet, he will there fee one of 
his beft friends.’’ “ Who can this anonymous 


-friend be ? (faid Lto myfelf) Why does he conceal 


his name? he wants, I fuppofe, to give me the 
pleafure of furprize.”” I‘ went out immediately to 
Toledo-ftreet, and going to the appointed place, 
was not a little aftonifhed to fee Don Alphonfo 
de'Leyva. ‘ Are you here, my lord! (cried I.) 
“Yes, my dear Gil Blas, (anfwered he, hugging 
me elofe in his arms) it is Don Alphonfo himfelf’ 
whom you fee.”” * What brings you to Madrid ?’* 
(faid I.) ‘* I will both furprize and affi@ you, 
(he replied).in telling the caufe of my journey. f 
am deprived of the government of Valencia, and 
the prime minifter has ordered me to court, to 
give an account of my condu&.”” I remained a 
whole quarter of an hour mute and thunder-ftruck, 
then recovering myfelf, afked what he was acqu- 
fed of ? ‘* I know nothing of the matter, (an- 
‘fwered he) but impute my difgrace to a vifit 
which I made about three weeks ago .to the Car- 
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dinal duke of Lerma, who has been a month 
cenfined to his caftle of Denia. 

O! truly, (faid I, interrupting him) you have 
reafon to attribute your misfortune to that indif- 
creet vifit; you need feek for the caufe of it 
no where elfe ; and give me leave to fay, you did 
not confult your ufual prudence, when you went to 
vifit the difgraced minifter.” ‘* The error is now 
committed, (faid he) and I have take my refolu- 
tion with a good grace. I wil retire with my 
family to the caftle of Leyva, where I will fpend 
the reft of my days in profound peace. All that 
gives me concern is, ‘my being obliged to appear 
before a haughty minifter, who may poffibly treat 
me uncivilly. A fufficient mortification to a Spa- 
niard ! neverthelefs it muft be borne ; but before 
I ‘would make this fubmiffion, I was willing to 
{peak with you,” | 

“© My Iord, (faid 1) don’t prefent yourfelf before 
the minifter, until I know what you are accufed 
of; perhaps the evil is not without remedy, Be 
that as it will, :yop muft allow me, if you pleafe, 
to exert myfelf, in your favour, as much as gra- 
titude and friendfhip require.” So faying, I left 
him at the inn, affuring him that he fhould hear 
from me foon. 

As IT had not meddled in ftate affairs fince the 
two memorials, of which eloquent mention has 
heen made, I went to Carnero, and afked if it was 
true that the government of Valencia had been 
taken from Don Alphonfo de Leyva, He an- 
fwered in the affirmative, but faid he was igno- 
rant of the caufe. Upon this, I formed a refo- 
lution, without hefitation, to addrefs myfelf to 
his grace, that I might learn from his own mouth 

. | what 
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ewhat caufé he had to complain of Don ‘Czfar’s 
fon. | 

I was fo much penetrated with ‘this, trouble- 
fome event, that 1 had no occafion to affe&t a me- 
lancholy look to appear afflicted in the eyes of 
the count-duke, ‘* What is the matter, Santillane ? 
(faid he as foon as he faw me,) I perceive an im- 
preffion of forrow on thy countenance, and eveh 
the tears ready to drop from thine eyes: has any 
body injured thee ? fpeak and thou fhalt be re- 
venged.’? ‘* My lord, (anfwered I weeping;) 1 
could not conceal my forrow from you if I would: 
¥ am quite in defpair, being told that Don AI- 
phonfo de Leyva, ‘is no fonger governor of Walern- 
tia; for I could not have heard a piece of news 
that would affect me more.’’ ‘* What fayeft thou, | 
‘Gil Blas? (replied the minifter aftonifhed) What 
concern canft shou have with that Don Alphonfo 
and his government ?”’ I then gave him a detail of 
all the obligations I lay under to the lords of Ley- 
va: and afterwards, recounted in what manner T 
had obtained from the duke of Lerma, the go- 
vernment in queftion, for Don Czfar’s fon. 

When his excellency had heard me to an end, 
~vith an attention full of kindnefs for me, he faid, 
<< Dry up thy tears, my friend. I not only was 
‘ignorant of what thou haft told me, but own alfo, 
that I looked upon Don Alphonfo as a creature of 
‘the cardinal of Lerma: put thyfelf in my place; 
would not the vifit which he made to his emi- 
nence, make thee fufpeé& him? J am willing to believe, 
hhowever, that having received his employmetit 
from the cardinal, he took that ftep out of pure 
gratitude, I am forry for having difplaced a man 
who owed his poft to thee ; but if I have deftroy- 
ed thy work, I can repair it. I will even do more 
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for thee, than the duke of Lerma did :. thy friend 
Don Alphonfo was rio more than the governor of 
the city of Valencia, and I will make him vice- 
roy of the kingdom of Arragon: thou may’ft go 
and inform him.of this piece of news,. and defire 
him to come and take the oaths. 

When I heard thefe words, I paffed- fromthe ex- 
tremity of grief to an excefs of joy, which di- 
fturbed my intelleéts fo much, that my diforder ap- 
peared in the compliment of thanks which I made 
to his grace, who was not, however, difpleafed at 
my confufion, But when I told him that Don Al- 
phonfo was already at Madrid, he faid I might 
introduce him that very day. I ran immediately 
to the St, Gabriel, where Don Czfar’s fon was 


overjoyed to hear of his new employment; he. 


cou'd fcarce believe what I faid, fo improbable did 
it feem to him, that the minifter, whatever friend- 
fhip he had for me, was capable of bettowing vice- 
royalties on my recommendation. I conducted him 
to the count-duke, who received him very politely, 
and told him, ‘* He had behaved fo well in his go- 
vernment of the city of Valencia, that the king 
thinking him qualified to fill an. higher place, -had 
named him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. Befides, 
(added he).that dignity is not above your birth, and 
the nobility of Arragon cannot murmur at the 
choice of the court.’’. . 

His excellency made no mention of me, and 
the public never knew the part which I acted in 
this affair: a circumftance that faved Don Alphonfo 


and the minifter, a great many fatirical remarks. 


“that people might have paffed upon a viceroy of 
my making. 


As foon as Don Czfar’s fon was certain of the. 


place, he difpatched an exprefs to Valencia to in- 
form 
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form his father and Seraphina of his good fortune, 
and they foon came to Madrid : their firft care was. 
to find me, and overwhelm nie: with | thanks. 
What a moving and glorious fight was it for me, 


. to fee myfelf embraced with eagernefs by the three 


perfons in the world whom I loved moft! As fen« 
fible of my zeal and affe@ion as of the honour 
which the poft of viceroy did to their family, their 
expreffions -of gratitude to me were infinite 
they even fpoke to’ me as to one of their own 


wank ; they feemed to have forgot that I was their 


fervant ; and thought they could never enough ma-~ 
nifeft their friendfhip. To fupprefs. ufelefs ‘cir- 
ce mftances, Don Alphonfo having received his let« 
ters patent, thanked the king and his minifter, and 
having taken the ufual oaths, fet out with his fas 
mily from Madrid, to go and fix his abode at Sara- 
goffa *, where he made his ‘entrance:with all pof- 
fible magnificence ; and the Arragonians fhewed 
by their acclamations, that they were very well 
pleated with the viceroy whom I had fet over thern. 


Cc H A P. XH 


Gil Blas ‘meats Don Gaffon de Cogollos, and Don Andrea 
de Tcrdefilias, at the palace, The conclufion of the 
frory of Don Gafton and Donna Helena de Galifteo, 
Santillane does an important piece of fervice to Tor- 


defillas. 


- Swam in joy for having fo lickily changed ‘a 


difplaced governor into a ‘viceroy : even the 
/* Saragofta, formerly Czfirea Augufta, ‘an rarer 
city upon the rivér Ebro, capital of ‘the kingdom of At- 
ragoh. Te has an archbifhop, fovereiga council, a is the 
eat il an whiverfity ahd inquifidton, - 
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lords of Leyva were lefs pieafed' at it than I was- 
¥ foon had another opportunity of employing my 
credit for a friend ; which I think I fhould relate, 
to perfuade the reader, that I ‘was no longer the 
fame Gil Blas who fold’ the favours of the court, 
under the preceding miniftry. 

Being one day, in the king's antichamber, dif. 
courfing with noblemen, who, knowing my fitua, 
tion with the prime-minifter, did not difdain my 
converfation ; I perceived in the croud, Den Gaf- 
ton de Cogollos, that ftate-prifoner whom I had 
left in the tower of Segovia ; and the keeper Don 
Andrea de Tordefillas, along with him. 5 immedi- 
ately quitted my company to ge and embrace thefe 
two friends, whom, if they were aftonithed to fee 
me there, I. was ftill more fe, to meet in that 


place. After fome warm hugs ‘on both fides, Don — 


Gafton faid to me, “ Signior de SantiHane, we 
have a world of queftions to ask mutually, and 
this is not a convenient place for that purpofe : 
allow me to. conduét you to a houfe where Sig- 
nior de Tordefillas and I will be glad to have a 
long converfation with you.’’ I confented to this 
-propofal ; we fqueezed through the croud, and go- 
ing out of the palace, found Don Gafton’s coach 


waiting for us, in the ftreet ; we went into it all | 


three, and were driven to the great. market-plhace 
where the bull-fights-are performed, ard there Co- 
gollos lived in a very handfome houfe. ‘“ Signior 
Gil Blas, (faid Don Andrea, when we were fet in 
ahall magnificently furnifhed,) at your departure 
from Segovia, you feemed to hate the court, and 
- to be refolved to remove. from it for ever."* 
s¢ That was a@ually my defign, (anfwered I) and 
fo long at the late king lived, I did not change 
my fentiments ; but when I underttood thar the 
.. St . prince 
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prince his fon was on the throne, I was willing 
to fee if the new monarch wold know me again; ~ 
he did recolleét me, and I had the good fortune 
to be favourably received ; he himfelf recommended 
me to the prime-minifter, who has conceived a 
friendfhip for me, and with whom I am in ftill 
greater favour than ever I was with the duke of 
Lerma. This, Signior Don Andrea, is what I had 
to tell you. Now, pray, let me Know if you are 
Rtill keeper of the tower of Segovia ?” “* No indeed: 
(he replied) the count-duke has put another in 
my place ; in all probability, believing me wholly 
devoted to his predeceffor.’” ‘* And as for me, (faid 
Don Gatton) I was fet at liberty, for a quite con- 
trary reafon. The prime-minifter no fooner learn- . 
ed that I was imprifoned at Segovia, by the duke 
of Lerma’s order, than he ordered me to be dif- 
charged : it now remains, Signior Gil Blas, to in- 
form you of what has happened to me, fince I have 
been enlarged. 

The firft thing I did, (continued he) after hav- 
ing thanked Don Andrea for his kindnefs to me, 
during my confinement, was to repair to Madrid, 
and prefent myfelf before the Count-Duke d’Oli- 
vares, who faid to me, *‘ Don’t be afraid that the 
misfortune which hath happened to you, will in 
the leaft prejudice your reputation: you are now 
fully juftified : and I am the mere convinced of 
your innocence, becaufe the marquis of Villareal 
whofe accomplice you were fufpe@ed to be, was 
not guilty ; for, though, he is a Portugueze, and 
even related to the duke of Braganza, he is not fo 
much in his interefts as jin thofe of the king my 


" mafter. Your intimacy with that marquis is there- 


fore no reproach upon you; and in order to repair 
the injuftice which you fuffered, in being accufed 
. of 


168 The ADVENTURES of 


_ Of treafon, the king has beftowed upon you a lieu- * 


tenancy, in the Spanifh guards..* Y accepted the 
commiffion, begging that his excellency would al- 
low me, before I fhould enter upon my duty, td 


go to Coria and vifit my aunt Donna Eleonora de © 


Laxarilla. The minifter gave me leave for a month, 
and I fet out accompanied by one lacquey only : 
we had already paffed Colmenar, and were enga- 
ged in a hollow road, between two mountains, 
avhen we perceived 4 cavalier defending himfelf 
valiantly, againft three men who attacked him all 
together. I did not hefitate, but rode to his fuc- 
cour, and put myfelf on his fide. I obferved 
while we fought, that our enemies were mafked, 
and that we had to do with vigorous fwordfmen : 
however, in fpite of their ftrength and fkill, we 
remained conquerers ; for, I pierced one of the 
three, who fell ftom his horfe, and the other two 
immediately betook themfelves to flight. The vic- 
tory indeed, was not much lefs fatal to us than 
to the wretch whom I had killed ; fince after the 
action, my companion and I found ourfelves dan- 
geroufly wounded, But you may guefs what was 
my furprize, when, in this cavalier, I re- -olle&ted 
Combados the hufband of Donna Helena! He was 
no lefs aftonifhed when he faw that I was his de- 
fender: ‘© Ah Don Gafton! (cried he) was it you 
then who came to my affiftance! when you fo 
generoufly efpoufed my caufe, you little thought it 
was that of the man who deprived you of your 
miftrefs.”” “ I was really ignorant of it, (an- 
f{wered I) but had 1 known you, do you imagine 


that I fhould have fcrupled to do what I have. 


done ? are you fo much miftaken in mé, as to 
think me fo bafe 2? ‘ No, no, (he replied) T 
have a better opinion of your virtue ; and if I dic 
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of the wounds which I have received, I hope yours. 
wiH not hinder you from profiting by my death.” 


-€* Combados, (faid 1) although I have not yet for- 


got Donna Helena, know, that I don’t defire to 
enjoy her, at the expence of your life ; I am even 
glad of having contributed towards faving you — 
from the fwords of three affaffins, fince in that f 
have performed an a@tion agreeable to your wife.” 

While we converfed in this manner, my lacquey 


alighted, and approaching the dead cavalier, took 
ns. off his mafk and difcovered features which Comba- 
“#*dos iminediately‘knew, ‘* It is Caprara? (cried 


he) that perfidious. coufin, who, out of fpite for 
having been difappointed of a rich: eftate which he 
unjuftly difputed with me, has a long time che- 
rifhed the defire of murdering me, and at length, 
chofen this day, to put it in execution ; but hea- 
ven hath permitted him to fall a viétim to his own 
defign. 2B 

Mean while our blood flowed a- pace, and we 
grew weaker and weaker: neverthelefs, wounded 
as we were, we had ftrength enough to go to the 
town of Villarejo, which was but two gun-fhots 
from the field of battle. We alighted at the firft 
inn we came to, and fending fer furgeons, one was 
brought, who had the repetation of being very 
expert in his profeffion : he examined our wounds, 
which he found dangerous, then dreffed them, and 
next day, after having taken off the dreffings, de- 
clared that the wounds of Don Blas were mortal ; 
he judged more favourably of mine, and his prog- 


- mofticks were fulfilled. 


Combados hearing. his doom, thought ‘of no- 
thing but preparing for death: he likewife difpatched 
an exprefs to inform his wife of what had happen- 


ed, and of hi: prefent melancholy fituation ; upon 
which 
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which Donna Helena fetting out immediately, 
foon arrived at Villarejo, her mind difturbed with 
a difquiet which had two different caufes : the dan- 
ger in which her hufband was, and the dread of 
feeling, at ght of me, a flame which was but half 
extinguifhed, revive, created a terrible agitation in 
her breaft. ‘* Madam, (faid Don Blas, when the 
came into his prefence) you arrive time enough te 
receive my laft adieu: Iam going to die, and { 
regard my death as the punifhment of heaven, for 
having, by a deceit, deprived you of Don Gafton. 
Far from murmuring at my fate, I exhort you to 
reftore to him the heart which I unjufty feized.”’ 
Donna Helena anfwered only by her tears; and 
truly, it was the beft reply fhe could make, as fhe 
was not as yet fo much detached from me, as to 
forget the artifice which he had prattifed, to make 
her break her vows, 

As the furgeon had prognofticated, Combados 
died of his wounds, in lefs than three days, while 
mine indicated a fpeedy cure. The young widow, 
who was wholly engroffed by the care of tranfport- 
ing her hufband’s corps. to Coria, in order to per- 
form all the funerai~honours which fhe owed to 
his afhes, departed frém Villarejo, after having 
enquired (thro’. pure politenefs) about my health, 
As foon as I coyld follow her, I fet out alfo for 
Coria, where my recovery being compleated, my 
aunt Donna Eleonora, and Don George de Galifteo 
refolved that Helena and I fhould be married forth- 
with, left fortune fhould again part us, by fome 
unlucky accident, This marriage was celebrated 
in private, on account of the too recent death of 
Don Blas ; and a few days after, I returned to 
Madrid with Donna Helena. As J had: exceeded 
the time prefcribed by the count-duke for my jour- 

ney, 
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ney, I was afraid that he had given to another the 
lieutenancy which he had promifed to me: but he 
had not difpofed of it, and was fo good as to ad- 
mit the excufes which I made for my delay. — 

<< J am now (continued Cogollos) licutenant of: 
the Spanifh guards, am pleafed with my employ- 
ment, and have contracted fome agreeable friends, — 
with whom I live very happily.” ‘* I with I could. 
fay as much: (cried Don Andrea) but Iam very 
far from being {atisfied with my condition: 1 have 
loft my poft, which was pretty advantageous ; and 
I have no friends who have credit enough to pro- 
cure me fuch arother.”’ ‘ Pardon me, Signior 
Don Andrea, (faid I fmiling) you have in me, a 
friend who is good for fomething. I have already 
faid that I am ftill better beloved by the counr- 
duke, than ever I was by the Duke of Lerma ; and 
you have the affurance to tell me, to my face, that 
you have not a friend who can procure a good 
poft for you. Have I not once- before, done you 
fuch a piece of fervice ? Remember that by the in- 
tereft of the archbifhop of Grenada, I was the occa- 
fion of your being named to exercife an employment 
at Mexico, where you would have made your for- 
tune, if love had not detained you in the city of 
Alicant ; and I am at prefent, more capable of 
ferying you, having the ear of the prime-minifter.”” 
“ J truft wholly to you then, (replied Tordefillas) 
but, (added he, fmiling in his turn,) pray don’t 
fend me to New-Spain ; I would not go thither, 
if I was to be made chief judge of Mexico.” 

We were interrupted in this part ‘of our conver- 
{ation by Donna Helena, who came into the hall, 
and whofe amiable perfon equalled the charming 
idea which I had formed of her beauty. ‘‘ Madam, 


{faid Cogollos to her) this is Signior de Santillane, 
of 
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of whom ‘you have heard me fpeak, and whofe | 


agreeable company hath often fufpended my for- 
rows, while I was in prifon,’” ‘* Yes, madam, 
(faid I to Donna Helena) my converfation pleafed 
him, becaufe you was always the fubje@& of it.” 
Don George’s daughter made a modeft reply to my 


compliment ; after which, I took my leave of this | 


‘couple, protefting that I was ravifhed to find their 
Jong paffion was at length crowned by a happy 
marriage. Then addreffing myfelf to Tordefillas, 
§ defired him to give me his dire@tion, which when 
.~Y received ; ‘‘ Without bidding -you adieu, Don 
Andrea, (faid 1) I hope in lefs than eight days, 
you will fee that I have power as well as friend- 
fhip.”” My words were foon verified; the very 
next day the count-duke furnifhed me with an 
; ccafion to oblige the keeper. . <‘ Santillane, (faid 
his excellency) the place of governor of the royal 
prifon at Valladolid, is vacant : it brings in more than 
three hundred piftoles per annum, and I am refolved 
to beftow it upon thee.” ** I would not have it, 
my lord, (anfwered 1) were it worth ten theufand 
ducats yearly: I renounce all pofts that I canrot 
enjoy, without removing from your grace.”’ But, 
(refumed the minifter) chou may’ft very well enjoy 
this, without being obliged to leave Madrid, ex- 
cept to go fometimes\o Valladolid, to wifit the 
prifon.”” “* ‘You may fay what you pleafe; (Ire- 
plied) I will not accept of that employment, but 
on condition that I thall be allowed to refign in fa- 
vour of a brave gentleman called Don Andrea de 
Tordefillas, formerly keeper of the tower of Sego- 
via: 1 fhould love to make him that prefent, ae 
an acknowledgement for the kind treatment I +se- 
seived from him during my confinement,” 
: ( 
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_ The minifter laughing at this difcourfe, faid, “I 
fee, Gil Blas, thou haft a mind to make a gover- 
nor of a royal prifon, as thou haft made a vice- 
roy. Well, be it fo, my friend, I give to thee 
this vacant place for Tordefillas ; but tell me freely, 
what advantage thou wilt reap from it: for I don’t 
believe thee fool enough to employ thy credit for 
nothing.”” ‘‘ My lord, (anfwered 1) ought not a 
man to pay his debts? Don Andrea, in the moft 
difintereftted manner, did me all the fervice he 
could: ought not I to requite his gencrofity ?° 
“© You are become very difinterefted, Mr. Santil- 
lane (faid his excellency) I think you were not 
fo much fo, under the laft minifter.”’” * I own it 
(faid 1) my morals were corrupted by bad example : 
as every thing was then put to fale, I conformed 
myfelf to the fafhion ; and as every thing is now 
given away I lave refumed my integrity.” 

I procured, then, the government of the royal 
prifon of Valladolid, for Don Andrea, whom, in 
alittle time, I fent to that eity, as well fatisied 
with his new fettlement, as I was with the oppor- 
tunity of acquitting myfelf.of the obligations I 
owed him. 


CHAP, XIV, 


Santillane vifits the poet Nunnex : an account of the per- 
fons whom be found, and the difcourfe which be beard 
at bis lodgings, 


NE afternoon, I was feized with an inclia 
nation of vifiting the Afturian poet, being 


‘ curious to know how he was lodged, I went ac- 


cordingly, to the houfe of Signior Don Bertrand 
Gomez de Ribero, and afking for Nunnez, ‘‘ He 
does not live here: (faid the porter) but lodges 
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there at prefent, having hired the back-fide of the 
houfe.”” So faying, he pointed to a houfe in the 
neighbourhood, whither I went, and after having 
crofied a fmall court, entered into a naked hall, 
where J found my friend Fabricio ftill at table, 
with five or fix of his companions whom he treat- 
ed that day. 

They had almoft dined, and confequently, were 
in a trim for difputing ; but as foon as they per- 


ceived me, their noify difcourfe fubfided into pro- | : 


found filence. Nunnez got up with great eager- 
nefs to receive me, crying: ‘* Gentlemen, this is 
Signior de Santillane, who is fo good as to honour 
me with a vifit; pray join me, in paying your re- 
{pets to the favourite of the prime minifter.”’ ° 
At thefe words, all the guefts got up alfo to falute 
me; and in favour of the title which F had received, 
treated me with great civility and refpeét. Altho’ 
I was neither hungry nor thirfty, I could not ex- 
cufe myfelf from fitting down at table with them ;: 
and was even obliged to honour the toaft which 
they had propofed, 

As IJ imagined that my prefence was a check 
upon their converfation: ‘‘ Gentlemen, (faid 1) 
J have interrupted your difcourfe : pray refume it, 
or I will begone.’? ‘f Thefe gentlemen, (faid Fa- 
bricio) were taking of the Iphigenia of Euripides, 
The batchelor Melchior de Villegas, whe is a critic 
of the firft order, was afking of Signior Don Ja- 
cinto de Romerata, what was the moft intereftin 
circumftance of that tragedy ?”? ‘* Yes, (faid Don 
Jacinto) and I anfwered, that it was the danger of 
Jphigenia,” § And J (faid the batchelor) replied 
(and I am ready to demonftrate my affertion,) 
that the danger is not the moft interefting part of 
the fubjea."* What is then? (cried the old 
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licentiate Gabriel de Leon.) ’*Tis the wind (faid 
the batchelor.) 

The whole company burft out into laughing, at 
this repartee, which I could not believe ferious: 
I thought that Melchior pronounced it, with a 
View of enlivening the converfation : but I did not 
Know this virtuofo, who was'a man that did not 
at all underftand raillery. ‘‘ Laugh as much as 
you pleafe, gentlemen ; ‘(replied he drily) I main- 
tain, that tH® wind alone, ought to intereft, fur- 
prize and move the fpectator : figure to yourfelves 
a numerous army affembled to go and befiege Troy : 
conceive all the impatience of the chiefs and foldiers, 
to execute that enterprize, that they may fpecdily 
return into Greece, where they have left what 1s 
-moft dear to them, their wives, children and 
houfehold-gods: in the mean time, a curfed con- 
trary w.nd detains them at Aulis, feems to nail 
them to the port, and if it does not change, they 
cannot go and befiege the city of Priam ; it is the 
wind, therefore, which conftitutes the moft inte- 
refting point of that tragedy. I fhare with the . 
Greeks, I efpoufe their caufe, my whole with is 
the departure of the fleet, and I fee with indiffer- 
ence, the danger of Iphigenia, fince her death is 
the only means of obtaining a favourable wind 
from the gods.”” 

Villegas had no fooner done fpeaking, than the 
_ laugh was renewed at his expence. Nunnez was 
~ fo mifchievous as to fupport his opinion, that he 
might afford more game to the ralliers, who began 
to pafs a great many jokes upon the wind: but 
the batchelor beholding them all, with a phlegma- 
tic haughty look, treated them as ignorant and 
vulgar minds. I expected every moment to fee 
them warm, and to go to loggerheads, the ufual 
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end of their diffe:tations ; but I was baulked in 
my expectation: they were contented with revil- 
ing one ancther, and withdrew when they had 
eaten and crank their fill. 

When they were gone, I afked Pabricio, why 
he did not live ftill with his treafurer ; and if he 
had quarrelled with him’? ‘‘ Quarrel! (anfwered 
he) God forbid: 1 am more in favour than ever 
with Signior Don Bertrand, who has allowed me 
to lodge by myfelf, Ihave, thereffe, hired thefe 
lodgings, to receive my friends, and make merry 
with them in full liberty : whichis often the cafe; 
for, thou knoweft that I am not of an humour to 
leave much wealth to my heirs ; and what is very 
happy for me, I am, at prefent, in a condition of 
‘enjoying parties of pleafure every day.”” ‘Jam 
overjoyed to hear it, my dear Nunnez, (faid»!) 
and I cannot help congratulating thee again, upon - 
the fuccefs of thy laft tragedy: the whole eight 
hundred dramatic pieces of the great Lope, have 
not brought him one fourth of what thou haft got 
by thy Count de Saldagne. . 


The End of the Erzventn Boox, 
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BOOK XII. 


CHAP. I. 


Gil Blas is fent to Toledo by the minifier : the motive 


and fuccefs of bis journey, 


Uring a whole month almoft, his grace had 
1D been faying to me every day, ‘ Santil-_ 
lane, the time draws near when I fhall fer 
thy addrefs to work;’’ and ftill this time did not 
come. At length, however, it arrived ; and his 
excellency fpoke to me in thefe words: “ It is re- 
ported, that in the company of players belonging 
to Toledo, there is a young attrefs whofe talents 
make a‘great noife: it is faid that the dances and 
fings divinely, and quite captivates the fpectator 
by her declamation. I am affured alfo, that fhe 
has a confiderable fhare of beauty. Such a genius 
deferves to appear at court. The king loves plays, 
mufic and dancing ; and he muft not be deprived | 
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of the pleafure of feeing and hearing a perfon of 
fuch extraordinary merit, I have refolved, there- 
fore, to fend thee to Toledo, to judge by thyfelf, 
whether or not fhe is atually fuch a wonderful 
actrefs, I will be governed by the impreffion fhe 
fhall make upon thee, as I depend a great deal 
on thy difcernment.”” J anfwered, that I fhould 
give his grace a good account of that affair; and, 
prepared for my departure, with one lacquey only, 
whom I ordered to put off the minifter’s livery, 
that things might be done the more myfterioufly, 
And this was very much to his excellency’s tafte. 
I fet out then for Toledo, where, when I arrived, 
- T alighted at an inn near the caftle. Scarce had I 
fet my foot to the ground, when the landlord, 
taking me, doubtlefs, for fome country gentleman, 
faid to me, ‘ Signior Cavalier, I fuppofe you are 
come to town, to fee the auguft ceremony of the 
Auto da Fe *, which is to be performed to-morrow.” 
I anfwered in the affirmative, thinking it more 
prudent to let him believe that, than to give him 
, 8N opportunity of queftioning me about my coming 

to Toledo, ‘“ You will fee (he refumed) one of 
the fineft proceffions that ever happened: there 
are (I am told) more than a hundred prifoners, 
among which, they reckon above ten. who are to 
be burnr,”’ 

Next morning, indeed, before fun-rife, I heard | 
all the bells of the city tolling ; and this melan- 
choly found was to advertife the people, that they 
were going to begin the Auto da Fe. Curious to 
_ fee this folemnity, I put on my cloaths in a hurry, 
and repaired to the inquifition, ~All along the 
ftreets through which the proceffion was to pafs, 
fcaffolds were ereéted, upon one of which J t hired 
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a place. Ina little time I perceived the Domini- 
cans, who walked foremoft, preceded by the ban- 
ners of the inquifition, Thefe good fathers were 
immediately followed by the wretched victims 
which were to be facrificed that day by the holy 
office. Thefe miferable creatures walked one after 
another, with their heads and feet bare, each 
having a wax-taper in his hand, and a godfather 
# by his fide. Some had large fcapularies of yellow _ 
ftuff, garnifhed with St. Andrew’s croffes painted 
red, and called Sanbemito; others wore Carochas, 


-which are high paper-caps made in the fhape of a 


fugar-Icaf, and covered with flames and diabolical 
figures. 

As I looked attentively at thefe unfortunate 
people, with a cpmpaffion which I took care to 
conceal, that I might not fuffer for it, I thought I 
recolleéted, among thofe who had their heads 
adorned with Carochas, the reverend father Hilary, 
and his companion brother Ambrofe, They paffed 


‘fo near me, that I could not be miftaken, ‘* What 


do I fee! (faid 1 to myfelf) heaven, wearied with 


.the diforderly lives of thefe wretches, hath de- 


livered them at laft to thejuftice of the inquifition !”” 
So faying, I felt myfelf. feized with horror: J 


‘ trembled from head to foot, and my fpirits were 


fo difordered, that I had almoft fwooned. The 


‘ conne@ion which I once had with thefe rogues, the 
- adventure of Xelva, in fhort, all the circumftances 


of my correfpondence with them, prefented them- 
felves that momentto my fancy ; and I thought I 
could never be thankful enough to God, for having 


__. preferved me from the fcapulary and Corochas, 


* People named by the Inquifitor, to accompany the 
prifoners in the ato pis Fe, and obliged to be anfwerable 
for them, ... 


When - 
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- When the ceremony was ended, I returned to 
the inn, trembling at the dreadful fpe€tacle which 
i had beheld: but thefe affiiGing images, which 
difturbed my imagination, difperfed infenfibly : and 
now my whole ftudy was to acquit myfelf hand- 
fomely of the commiffion entrufted to my care. 
1 waited impatiently for play-time, that I might 
go to the theatre, judging that to be the moft proper 
beginning of my work: and as foon as the hour 
came, I went thither, and fat down by a Knight of 
Alcantara ; with whom entering into converfation, 
- § Signior, (faid I tohim) may a ftranger be fo bold 
as to afk you one queftion ?” ‘* Signior Cavalier, 
(anfwered he, very politely) I fhall think it an 
honour.” ‘ I have heard the actors of Toledo 
{I refumed) very much extolled: pray, have I 
been mifinformed ?”? ‘No, (replied the knight) 


their company is, not bad; nay, there are great. 


players among them. You will fee, among others, 
the fair Lucretia, an a@refs of fourteca years of 
age, who will furprize you very.much, I fhall 
have no occafion to point her out to you; when 
“fhe appears, you will eafily diftinguifh her from 
the reft,”” I afked if fhe was to play that evening ; 
and he told me fhe would ; obferving at the fame 
time, that fhe hada very fhining part to aé in 
the piece which was going to be reprefented. 

The play began; and two a@refles, who had 
neglected nothing which could contribute towards 
rendering them charming, appeared on the ftage : 
but, in fpite of the Iuftre of their diamonds, I took 
neither the one nor the other for her whom I 
expe@ted, At jength Lucretia walked forwards 


“from the bottom of the dtage ; and her appearance ~ 
as faluted by a long and general clapping of | 


hands, “Ah! there Me is (faid I to myfelf:) 
: _ what 
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what a noble air! what grace! what fine eyes ! 
O the divine creature! I was aétually very well 
pleafed, or rather, paffionately ftruck with her per- 
fon. On hearing her recite the firft couplet, I 
found fhe had nature, fire, an underftanding above 
her age; and I willingly joined my applaufe to 
that which fhe received from the whole audience, 
during the performance. ‘‘ Well, (faid the kmight 
to me) you fee how Lucretia is careffed by the 
public.” ‘‘ Iam not at all furprifed at it,’ (an- 
fwered I.) ‘* You would be lefs fo ftill, (faid he) 


-if you had heard her fing. She is a perfe& fyren. 


‘Woe te to thofe who liften! Her dancing is no 
lefs formidable, Her fteps, as dangerous as her 
voice, charm the eye, and force the heart to yield,” 


- Tf that be the cafe, (cried I) it muft be owned, 


fhe is a prodigy! What happy mortal has thepleafure 
of ruining himfelf for fuch an amiable creature ?”’. 
«© She has no declared lover, (faid he) and even 
fcandal has not as yet involved her in any private 
intrigue. Neverthelefs, (added he) this may foon 
be the cafe; for Lucretia is under the conduét of 
her aunt Eftella, who is certainly the moft 
expert of all the aétreffes.”” At the name of 
Eftella I interrupted the knight with precipi- 
tation, to afk if that Eftella was an aéttrefs of 
the Toledo company. ‘* She is one of the beft 
of them (faid he:) fhe has not aéted to-day, and 
we have fuffered by her abfence: fhe ufually plays 
the part of the waiting-woman, which fhe per- 
forms to admiration. Her aétion is full of fpirit ; 
perhaps too full: but it is an agreeable fault, 
which ought to be forgiven.”? The knight told 
me wonders of this Eftella ; and by the picture he 
drew of her perfon, I never doubted that it was 


Laura, that fame Laura of whonr I have {poke fo 
much 
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much in my hiftory, and whom I had left at 
Grenada. . 

However, to be more certain ftill, after the. 
play, I went behind the fcenes ; and cafting my 
eyes around, found her in the tyring-room, talking 
to fome gentlemen who, perhaps, regarded her 
only as the aunt of Lucretia. I advanced to falute 
Laura; but whether through whim, or in order 
to punifh me for my precipitate departure from 
Grenada, fhe pretended not to know me, and re- 
ceived my civilities fo drily, that I was a little 
.difconcerted., Inftead of upbraiding her ina laugh- 
ing humour, for her cold behaviour towards me, 
I was fool enough to be nettled at it: I even re- 
tired haftily, refolving, in my paffion, to return 
. next day to Madrid. “* To be revenged of Laura, 
. (faid I to myfelf) her niece fhali not have the ho- 
nour of appearing before the king: for this pur- 
 pofe, I can give to the minifter fuch a defcription 
of Lucretia as J pleafe: I have no more to do, but 
to tell him that the dances with a bad grace, that 
. fhe has a f{queaking voice, and in fhort, that her 
charms confift in her youth only. Iam fure his 
_ exceliency, after that, will have no inclination to 
‘bring her to court.’’ | 

Such was the vengeance I meditated againft 
Laura, for her behaviour to me; but my refent- 
ment did not laft long: next day, juft as I was 
about to depart, a page entered my chamber, and 
faid, ‘* Here is a letter for Signior de Santillane.”’ 
. © Tam the perfon, my child,’’ anfwered J, taking 
the letter, which contained thefe words : ‘‘ Forget 
the manner in which you was received Jaft night 
in the tyring-room, and be fo good as to follow 
the bearer.” I immediately took the page for 
‘ my condu@orp, who, when we were near the 
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play-houfe, introduced me into a very handfome 
houfe, where I found Laura at her toilet, in a vey 
genteel apartment. 

She got up to embrace me, faying, “‘ Signior 
Gil Blas, I know that you have no caufe to be 
pleafed with the reception you met with, when 
you came to falute me in our tyring-room: an old 
friend, like you, had a right to expect more civil 
treatment: but F muft tell. you, for my excufe, 
that I was then in a very bad humour. When you 
appeared, I was quite engroffed by fome fcandalous 


' difcourfe which one of our gentlemen had. uttered 


againft my niece, whofe honour is dearer to me 
than my own. Your fudden retreat (added the) 
made me immediately recollect myfelf; and that: 
moment I ordered my page to follow you to your 


Modging, that F might to-day make amends for- 


my~fault.” ‘That is already done, my dear. 
Laura (faid I :) let us talk no more of that matter : 
let us rather inform one another of what has hap- 
pened to us, fince the unlucky day on which the 
dread of juft chaftifement made me quit Grenada 
with great precipitation, T left you, you may 
remember, in pretty great perplexity: pray, how 
did you extricate yourfelf? Had you not occafion, 
for all your addrefs, to appeafe your Portugueze. 
lover ?”” ‘ Not at alt (replied Laura:) don’t you 
knew, that in fuch cafes the men are {0 weak, 

that they fometimes even fpare the women the 
trouble to juftify themfelves. I affirmed (con- 
tinued fhe) to the marquis of Mariatva, that thou, 
waft my brother, Pardon me, Mr. Santillane, if 
I fpeak to you as familiarly as heretofore: but I 
can’t get rid of my old habits.’ F tell thee then, 
that Ibrazened it out: *Don’t you fee, (faid 4 
to the Portugweze nobleman) that. alt this is - 
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work of jealoufy and rage? Narciffla, my comrade 
and rival, incenfed to fee me in quiet poffeffion of 
a heart of which fhe was baulked, has played me 
this trick: fhe has- bribed the under candle-fnuffer, 
who, as the minifter of her refentment, has the 
impudence to fay, that he has feen me Arfenia’s 
chambermaid. Nothing can be more falfe: the 
widow of Don Antonio Coello always entertained 
too noble fentiments, to humble herfelf fo low as 
to ferve an atrefs. Befides, what proves the fal- 
fity of the accufation, and the confpiracy of my 
accufers, is the precipitate retreat of my brother : 
if he was prefent, he might confound their flander : 
but Narciffa has, doubtlefs, employed fome new 
artifice,-to make him difappear. Though thefe 
reafons (purfued Laura) made but an indifferent 
apology, the marquis was fo good as to be fatisfied 
with it : and that good-natured nobleman continued 
to love me, until the day of his departure from 
Grenada, on his return to Portugal.’’ Indeed, .he 
did not ftay long after thee ; and the wife of Za- 
pata had the pleafure of feeing me lofe the lover of 
whom I had deprived her. After that, I lived 
fome years at Grenada: then a divifion happening 
in our company, which is often the cafe, all the 
players feparated : fome went to Seville, others to 
Cordova; and I came to Toledo, where I have 
been ten years, with my niece Lucretia, whom 
thou muft have feen a& laft night, fince thou waft 
at the play.” 
I could not help laughing in this place ; 3 and 
‘Laura, afking the caufe, ‘‘ Can’t you guefs ? (faid 
I:) you have neither brother nor fifter, and, of 
confequence, cannot be Lucretia’s aunt. Befides, 
when I calculate the time which hath elapfed, 
fince our laft feparation, and compare it with the 
age 
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age of your niece, I cannot help thinking, that you 
are more nearly related.” 

** T underftand you, Mr. Gil Blas, (replied Don 
Antonio’s widow, reddening) what a chronologitt 
you are! it is impoffibte to make you believe it. 
Well then, my friend, Lucretia is my daughter by 
the marquis of Marialva; fhe is the fruit of our 
correfpondence ; I can no longer conceal it from 
thee,” “‘ What a great effort you make, my 
princefs, (faid I) in revealing that fecret, after 
having imparted to me your adventures with the 
leward of the hofpital of Zamora. I mutt tell 
you, moreover, Lucretia is a maid of fuch fingular 
merit, that the public can never be thankful 
enough to you, for having made fuch a prefent to 
it. It wereto be wifhed, that all your comrades 
had done the fame.’’ If fome mifchievous reader, 
in this place, recolleGing the private converfations 
which I had with Laura at Grenada, while I was 
fecretary to the marquis of Marialva, fufpetts that 
I might have difputed with that nobleman the ho- 
nour of being Lucretia’s father, it is a fufpicion, 
the injuftice of which I muft avow to my fhame. 
I recounted my principal adventures to Laura, in 
my turn, and made her acquainted with my pre- 
fent fituation. She liftened to my narration fo 
attentively, as to fhew that it was far from being 
indifferent to her: and when I had finifhed it, 
** Friend Santillane, (faid the) I find you a@& a 
very confiderable part on the theatre of the world ; 
and you cannot imagine how much I am over. 
joyed at your good fortune, When I fhall bring 
Lucretia to Madrid, with an intention to introduce 
her into the prince’s corapany, I flatter myfelf 
that fhe will find a powerful protector. in Sigs 
nior de Santillane,” ‘‘ Never doubt that (ans 
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fwered I) you may depend upon me: I will pro- 
cure your daughter’s admittance into the prince's 
company, whenever you pleafe: this is what I 
can promife, without prefuming too much upon 
my power.’”’ ‘* I would take you at your word, 
(replied Laura) and fet out for Madrid to-morrow, 
were I not reftrifted to this place, by engagements 
with our company.’’ ‘* An order from court cam 
break thefe ties, (faid I) and you fhall. receive one 
in lefs than eight days. I thall be pleafed ‘in tak- 
ing Lucretia from the Toledans : fuch an handfome 
aGrefs is deftined for courtiers, and properly be- 
longs to us.’ 

Lucretia entered the room, juft as I had pro- 
nounced thefe words ; and feemed fo pretty and 
engaging, that I took her for the goddefs Hebe, 
She had juft rifen ; and her natural beauty thining 
without the help of art, prefented a ravifhing ob- 
je&t to my view. ‘* Come, niece, (faid her mo- 
ther to her) come and thank this gentleman for 
his friendfhip: he is an old acquaintance of mine, 
_ ‘who has great intereft at court, and intends to in 
troduce us both into the prince’s company. Thefe. 
words feemed to give pleafure to the dear girl, 
who made me a low court’fy; and faid, with an 
enchanting {mile, “ 1 moft humbly thank you 
for your obliging intention ; but in taking me from 
the people by whom I am beloved, are you fure 
that I fhall pleafe the audience at Madrid? I fhall, 
perhaps, lofe by the change. I remember to have 
heard my aunt fay, that fhe has feen ators ca- 
reffed in one place, and hiffed in another; and 
this gives me fome concern: beware of expofing 
me to the contempt, and yourfelf to the re- 
proaches of the court.’” ‘* Fair Lucretia, (an- 
{wered ea neither you nor I have reafon to be ap- 
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- prehenfive of that: I rather fear, that by inflam- 


ing all that behold you, you will cre.te fome mif-. 
underftanding among our grandees.”” ** The fear 
of my niece (faid Laura) is better founded than 
yours : but I hope they are both vain ; if Lucretia 
cannot make a noife by her charms, in recompence, 
fhe is. no contemptible actrefs.”” 

Our converfation latted fome time. longer ; and 
I had reafon to conclude, from every thing which | 
Lucretia faid, that fhe was a maid of a fuperior’ 
genius. I then took my leave of the two ladies, aifu- 
ring them, that they fhould foon have an order 
from court to repair to Madrid. 


CHAP. II. , 


Santillane gives an account of bis commiffion to the mie 
nifter, who employs bim to bring Lucretia to Madrid, 
Tbe arrival of that aétrefs, and ber appearance at 
court. 


T my return to Madrid, I found the count- 
duke Very impatient to know the fuccefs of 
my journey. ‘* Gil Blas, (faid he) haft thou feen 
this fame a@refs ? Is fhe worth bringing to court ?”” 
“¢ My lord, (I replied) fame, which ufually praifes © 
beauties more than they deferve, has not faid 
enough in commendation of young Lucretia; the 
is an admirable creature, both as to her perfon 
and talents.”” ‘‘ Is it potfible ! (cried the minifter, 
with an interior fatisfaction which I read in his 
eyes, and which made me believe that he had fent 
me to Toledo on his own account) is it poffible 
that fhe can be fo amiable??? ‘* When ycu have 
feen her, (anfwered I) you will own, that no elo- 
gium can do juftice to her charms.’” ** Santillane, 
(faid his excellency) gave me a faithful: tae 
S 2 Oo 


188 The ADVENTURES of 


of thy journey; I fhall be very glad to hear it.”” 
To fatisfy my mafter, I then recounted all, even 
the hiftory of Laura inclufively. Itold him, that 
this a@trefs had Lycretia by the marcuis of Ma- 
rialva, a Portuguefe nobleman, who ftopping at 
Grenada on his travels, fell in love with her. ' In 
fhort, when I had recounted to his grace every 
thing that happened between the two actreffes and 
me, he faid, ‘‘ Iam overjoyed to hear that Lu- 
‘ cretia is the: daughter of a man of quality ; that 
circumftance interefts me {till more in her behalf ; 
fhe muft be brought to town. But (added he) con- 
tinue as thou haft begun ; let not me appear in it 5 
every thing muft pats i in the name of Gil Blas de 
Santillane.”” 

I went and told Carnero, that his Excellency 
defired. him to expedite an order, by which the 
king received into his company Eftella and Lucre- 
tia, two actreffes of Toledo, ‘‘ Aha! Signior de 
Santillane, (faid Carnero, with a fatirical f{mile) 
yes, you fhall be ferved immediately, fince, in all 
appearance, you intereft yourfelf for’ thefe two 
ladies.”” At the fame time, he wrote an order 
with his own hand, and delivered it to me expe- 
dited ; fo that 1 fent it inftantly to Eftella by the 
fame lacquey who had attended me to Toledo. 
Eight days after, the mother and daughter arriving 
at Madrid, took lodgings hard by the prince’s 
company, and their firft care was to give me no- 
tice of it by a billet, I vifited thein immediately, 
where, after a thoufand offers of fervice on my 
fide, and as many acknowledgments on theirs, I lefe 
them to prepare for their firft public appearance, 
which I wifhed might be brilliant and fuccefsful. 

They advertifed themfelves as two new a@treffes, 
whom the prince’s company had received by an 
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order from court ; and they began with a comedy 
which they had often acted at Toledo with applaufe. 
In what part of the world are new fights difre- 
garded? The playhoufe was that day filled with 
an extraordinary concourfe of fpeCtators ; and you 
may well imagine, that I did not fail to be there. 
I fuffered a little before the piece began; and pre- 


‘ poffefied as I was in favour of the talents both of 


mother and daughter, I trembled for them, fo 
much was J interefted in their fuccefs. But fcarce’ 
had they opened their mouths, when my fear was 
banifhed by the. applaufe which they received. 
Eftella was looked upon as a confummate comic 
a@refs, and Lucretia as a prodigy in tender parts. 
This laft captivated all hearts. Some admired the 
beauty of her eyes, others were touched by the 
fweetnefs of her voice ; and every body ftruck with 
the graces and brilliancy of her youth, went away 
enchanted by her appearance, 
' The count-duke being more fitevened than I 
imagined in the firft effay of this adtrefs, was at 
the play that evening ; and I faw him go out about 
the end of the performance, feemingly very well 
fatisfied with our two new players. Curious to 
know if he was really affected with their fuccefs, 
I followed him home, and going into his clofet 
juft after him, ‘© Well, my lord, (faid I) is your 
excellency fatisfied with young Marialva ?”’ ‘‘ My 
excellency (anfwered he fmiling) would be very 
nice indeed, if I refufed to join my vote to that of 
the publick. Yes, child, Iam charmed with thy 
Lucretia, and I don’t doubt that the king will be 
pleafed when he fees her.” : 
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CHAP. II. 


Lucretia makes a great noife at court, and alts before 
the king, who falls in lowe with ber, The confe- 
quences of bis paffion. 

THE appearance of two new attreffes foon 
made a noife at court; the very next day it 


was fpoke of at the king’s levee. Some moble- 


men extolled young Lucretia in particular, and 
drew {uch a beautiful picture of her, that the mo- 
- march was ftruck with it: but diffembling the im- 
prefion which their difcourfes made upon his 
heart, he feemed to take no notice of what they 
faid. Neverthelefs, as foon as he found himfelf 
alone with the count-duke, he afked who this 
aétrefs was whom. they praifed fo much? The 
minifter anfwered, that fhe was a young player 
of Toledo, who had made her firft appearance the 
preceding night with great fuccefs. She is called 
Lucretia, (added he) a name very fuitable to peo- 
ple of her profeffion. She is an acquaintance of 
_ Santillane’s, who {poke fo much in her favour, that 

I thought proper to receive her into your maje- 
fty's company,” The king fmiled when he heard 
my name mentioned, becaufe he remembred per- 
haps at that moment, that it was I who had made 
him acquainted with Catalina, and forefaw that I 
fhould do him the fame fervice on this occafion. 
“ Count, (faid he to the minifter) I will go to- 
morrow, and fee-this Lucretia aét. Take care to 
advertife her af my iptention.”’ 

The count-duke having repeated this conver- 
fation to me, and informed me of the King’s de- 
fign, fent me to impart it to our two actreffes, 
* I come (faid I to to Laura, who was the firt f 

. met) 


Go Ew: 


~~ we 


we BH 


nh ) a: i Oo 


GIL BLAS. rr 


met) to tell you a piece of great news ; you will 
to-morrow have among your fpectators the fove- 
reign of this monarchy ; this is what I am ordered 
by the minifter to acquaint you with. I don’t 


doubt that your daughter and you will do your: 


utmoft to deferve the honour which the king in- 
tends you; but I advife you to chufe a piece in 
which there is both dancing and mufick, that he 
may admire all the talents of Lucretia together.” 
“* We will take your advice, (replied Laura) and 
do all in our power to amufe the prince.” “ He 
cannot fail of being pleafed, (faid I, feeing Lucre- 
tia come in, in a difhabille, which gave her more 
charms than the moft fuperb theatrical drefs.) He: 
will be fo much the more fatisfied with your lovely 
Miece, as he loves finging and dancing above all 
other entertainments ; who knows but he may be 
tempted to throw the handkerchief at her?’ 
** I don’t at all with (replied Laura) that he may: 
have any fuch temptation ; notwithftanding 
being a powerful monarch, he might find obfa- 
cles to the accomplifhment of his defires. Lucres | 
tia is virtuous, tho’ bred behind the fcenes; and =. 
whatever pleafure fhe may feel in feeing herfel€. 
applauded on the ftage, fhe would much rather 
pats for a modeft girl than a good aétrefs.”” 

<< Why fhould my aunt (faid young Marialva;. 
joining inthe converfation) form fuch chimeras. 
to fight with ? -I fhall never be obliged to repulfe 
the fighs of the king; the delicacy of his tafte will 
fave him from the reproaches he would deferve,. 
if he could humble his attention to me.’ ‘* But,. 
charming Lucretia, (faid I) thould it happén that. 
the prince would attach himfelf to you, ‘and ohufe 
you for his miftrefs, wauld you be fo cruel as to 


nt ae eeeote™ chains,. like an peer 
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lover ?*> ‘* Why not? (anfwered fhe. Yes, 


doubtlefs : and tho’ virtue were out of the queftion, 
my vanity would exult much more in refifting, 
than in yielding to his paffion.”? I was not a- 
little aftonifhed to hear a pupil of Laura talk in’ 


this manner ; and left the ladies, praifing the laft, 


for having beftowed fuch good education on tHe: 


other. 
Next day, the king, impatient to fee Lucretia, 


went to the play. They aéted a performance 


mixed with fongs and dances, in which our young 
actrefs fhone very much. From the beginning to 
the end, I kept my eyes fix’d on the monarch, 
and in his looks endeavoured to read his thoughts, 
but he baffled my penetration, by an air of gra- 
vity which all along he affected to preferve.. Idid 
not learn till next day what I was fo curious to 
know. ‘ Santillane, (faid the minifter to me) I 
have juft left the king, who has fpoke to me of 
ucretia with fo much vivacity, that I am con- 
vinced he is captivated by that young player; and 
--as Itold him that thou waft the occafion of bring- 
ing her from Toledo, he faid he fhould be glad to 
talk with thee in private on that fubje&. Go in- 
ftantly and prefent thyfelf at his chamber-door, 
where there is an order already given to admit thee, 
Run therefore, and bring me back, as foon as pof- 
fible, an account of the converfation.”” \ 

I flew inftantly to the palace, where I found 
the king alone, walking very faft in expe@ation 
of my coming, and feemingly very much perplexed. 

‘ He put feveral queftions to me about Lucretia, 
whofe hiftory he obliged me to recount: he then 
afked if the little gentlewoman had never been 
engaged in any intrigue ? I boldly affured him that 
fhe had not, {tbo thefe forts of affurances are a 5 
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rafh) and the prince feemed very glad to hear it, 
** If that be the cafe, (faid he) I chufe thee for my 
agent with Lucretia; and defire, that by thy 
means fhe may this evening learn her victory. 
Go, fignify her conque% from me, (added he, pur- 
ing into my hand a diamond necklace worth fifty 
thoufand crowns) and tell her that I defire the will 
accept of that prefent, until I give her more folid 
marks of my affection.” 

Before I perforn.ed tis commiffion, I went back 


to the count-duke, and made a faithful report of 


what the king had faid: with this I imagined the 
minifter would be more affliéted than rejoiced ; for 
I believed, (as I have already obferved) that he 
himfelf had amorous views upon Lucretia, and 
would be chagrined to hear that his mafter was. 
become his rival ; but I was miftaken. Far from 
feeming mortified at the news, it gave him fo 
much joy, that, being unable to contain it, -fome 
words efcaped him, which did not fall to the greund. 


“* Aha! Philip, (cried he) egad, Ihave you faft.a — 
For once you will be fick of bufinefs.”” . This apo-~ 


ftrophe difclofed the whole contri.ance of the 
count-duke, I now perceived, that the minifter 


being afraid of the king’s applying himfelf to fe-_ 


rious affairs, endeavoured to amufe him with plea- 
fures more fuitable to his humour. ‘* Santillane, 
(faid he afterwards) lofe no time ; make hafte, my 
friend, to go and execute the important order 
which thou haft received, and which a great 
many noblemen at court would glory in perfcrm- 
ing. Confider (faid he) that thou haft here no 


count de Lemos, to deprive thee of one half of the | 


honour acquired in this fervice. Thou wilt have 
it entirely to thyfelf, and, moreover enjoy all the 
fruits of it.’ | 

Thus 


f 
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Thus did his excellency gild the pill, which I 
fwallowed down gently, tho’ not without tafting 
the bitternefs of it: for, fince my imprifonment, 


I had been ufed to look upon things in a moral. 


point of view, and did not think the poft of Mer- 
cury in chief quite fo honourable as it was cal- 
ed. However, though I was not vicious enough 


to perform it without remorfe, I had not virtue. 


fufhicicnt to make me refufe the employment, I 
therefore obeyed the king the more willingly, as 


I faw at the fame time that my compliance would: 


be agreeable to the minifter, whom it was my fole 
~ftudy to pleafe. I thovght proper to addrefs my- 
felf at firft to Laura, to whom, in a private cone 
verfation, I difclofed my miffion in a difcreet man- 
* mers and, towards the end of the difcourfe, pre- 
fented the jewels; at fight of which, the lady 
being unable to conceal her joy, gave a loofe to 
it. ‘* Signior Gil Blas, (cried fhe) I ought not 
to conftrain myfelf before my oldeft and beft 


friend. I fhould be to blame, in affecting a falfe’ 
feverity of morals, and making grimaces with 


you. Yes, you need not doubt it, (continued fhe) 
I am overjoyed that my daughter has made fuch 
a precious conqueft, all the advantages of 
which I comprehend : but, between you and 
me, I am afraid that Lucretia will look upon 
them with a different eye; for, tho’ a young ac- 
trefs, fhe is fo careful of ber chaftity, that fhe. 
has already rejeCted the addreffes of two young 
noblemen both amiable and rich. You may fay 
indeed, that thefe were not kings. True; and 
in all probability, the paffion of a crowned head 
will fhake the virtue of Lucretia, Neverthelefs, I 
muft tell you, that the thing is uncertain ; and I 
declare that I will never force the inclinations of. 
my 
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my daughter. If, far fram thinking herfelf ho- 
-moured by the tranfient affection cf the king, the 
fhall regard that honour as infamous, let not that 
-great prince be difobliged, if the fhall conceal her- 
felf from him. Return to-morrow, (added fhe) and 
then I will tell you, whether you muft carry back 
to him a favourable anfwer or his jewels.’” 

_ I did not at all doubt, that Laura would exhort 
Lucretia to fwerve from her duty, rather than re- 
main in it, and I depended a good deal on that ex- 
hortation. Neverthelefs, I learned with furprize 
ext day, that Laura had as much difficulty in fway- 
-ing her daughter to vice, as other mothers have to 
form theirs to virtue ; and which is {till more fur- 
-ptizing,: Lucretia, after having granted fome private 
interviews to the monarch, felt fo much remorfe 
for having yielded to his defires, that the quitted 
.the world all of a fudden, and thut.herfelf up in 
the monattery of the Incarnation, where fhe foon 
fell fick, and died of grief. Laura being inconfola- 
ble for the lofs of her daughter, whofe death fhe 
-upbraided herfelf with, retired into the convent of - 
.the female penitents, there to mourn the pleafures 
of her youth. The king was affected by the unex- 
pected retreat of Lucretia ; but being of ahumour not 
:to be long afflicted at any thing, confoled himfelf 
~by degrees for this event, As for the count-duke, 
altho” he did not feem very much touched at this in- 
cident, it did not fail to give him_a great deal of 
mortification ; and this the reader will eafily believe, 


' CHAP. IV. 
Santillane is imvefied by the minifter with a new em. 
ployment. 


" ‘Was alfo fenfibly affected by the misfortune of. 


Lucretia, and. felt fuch remorfe for having con- 
+. tributed 
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tribered to a, that loouine proce Tee as an m- 
facras Wren, imicte of the CLiity of the lover 
wihcie gafics I had fecwec, I rekivec to abandon 
the Cacuceus fcr ever. I ewen expeeried to the 
soir..fter the reluGtance I had to bear it, and beg- 
ea he wochd emnioz me im faemethme eife. “ San- 
ti'lane, ‘faid he; I am charmed by thy deheacy; 
and fince thou art a man of foch honour, will 
give thee am occupation more foita>ie co thy vir- 
suc. This itis; litten attentively to what F am 
ZOwzy tw impart.” 

“‘ Some years before I was m favour, (conti- 
mued he) chance one day prefented to my view 
a lady fo handfome and well made, that I order- 
fea her to be followcd. I learned that the was a 
'Genocfe, calied Donna Margarita Spinola, who 
dived at Madrid on the revenue of her beauty, 
and that Don Francifco de Waleafar *, an alcade 
of the court, a rich old married man, fpent 2 
great deal of money upon the coquette.: This re- 
port, which ought to have infpired me with con- 
aempt for her, made me conceive a violent defire of 
fharing her favours with Valeafar; and to fatisfy 
ft, I had recourfe to a female go-between, who had 


the addrefs in a little time to procure for me a 


private interview with the Gehoefe ; and that was 
followed by many more, fo that my rival and I 
were equally well treated for our prefents, Per- 
haps too, the had other gallants as happy as we 
were, 


® Don Francifeo Valeafar actually married this lady 
when the was big with child, and adopted the boy, whom 
he educated and acknowledged as his own fon, during the 
fpace of thirty one years; at the expiration ef which 
the count-duke finding himfelf without heirs male, had 
him legitimated and created marquis of Maysena, 
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Be that as it will, Margarita, in receiving fuch 
confufed homage, infenfibly became pregnant, and 
brought forth a fon, the honour of whom fhe be- 
ftowed on each of her lovers in particular ; but 
not one of them being in confcience able to boaft 
himfelf the father of that child, it was difowned 
by them all; fo that the Genoefe was obliged to 
maintain it with the fruit of her intrigues : this 
fhe did for eighteen years, at the end of which 
term dying, fhe has left her fon without fortune, 
and, which is worfe, without education. 

This (purfued his grace) is the fecret I had to 
impart, and § will now inform thee of the great 
defign which I have projeéted. ¥ will bring this 
unfortunate child from obfcurity, and making him 
pafs from one extreme to the other, raife him to 
honours, and own him for my fon.” 

At this extravagant projet, it was impoffiblé 


_for me to hold my tongue. ‘ How! my lord, 


(cried I} can your excellency have t4ken fuch a 
ftrange refolution ? pardon me for ufing that term 
which hath efcaped my zeal.”” ‘* Thou wilt find 


” it is very prudent, (he replied with precipitation) 


when J have told thee the reafons that have de- 
termined me to take it. I don’t defire that my 


- collateralg fhould be my heirs. Thou wilt fay, 


that I ami not as yet of fuch an advanced age, as 
to make me defpair of having children by my lady 
Olivares. But every one knows himfelf beft. 
Let it fuffice to tell thee, that there is no fecret in 
chemiftry which I have not tried in vain to be- 
comé a father. Therefore, fincs fortune fupply- 
ing the defect of nature, prefents a child to me, 
whofe true father perhaps I am, J am refolved to 
adopt him. When I faw the minifter bent on 
this adoption, I ceafed to oppofe it, knowing 
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him to be a man capable of committing a foolih _ 


ation, rather than fwerve from his own opinion. 
‘‘ The fole bufinefs now (added he) is to beftow 
education upon Don Henry Philip de Guzman, (for 
this name I intend he fhall bear) until he thall be 


in a condition to poffefs the dignities that await” 


him. Thou, my dear Santillane, art the perfon 
whom I chufe to be his tutor. I confide in thy 
underftanding and attachment to me for thy care 
in regulating his family, in giving him all forts of 
mafters ; in a word, of making him an accom- 


plithed cavalier.” I would have refufed this em- . 


ployment, reprefenting to the count-duke, that I 
was very ill qualified to educate young noblemen, 
having never pra@ifed that bufinefs, which requi- 
red more Knowledge and merit than I poffeffed, 
But he interrupted me, and fhut my mouth, by 
faying, ‘* that he was abfolutely refolved to 
make me governor to this adopted fon, whom 
he deftined for the firft offices of the monar- 
chy.” I prepared myfelf therefore to fill this 
place, for the fatisfa€tion of his grace, who, to 
reward my compliance, increafed my. {mall reve- 
nue with a pcnfion of a thoufand crowns, which 
he procured, or rather gave me, on the comman- 
dery of Mamdra, . 


CHAP. V. 
Tke fon of the Genoefe lady is owned by an authentic 
ad, and called Don Henry Philip de Guzman, Sane 


tillane Sorms the family of that young eet and 
hires ail forts of mafters for him, 


Z| ~ HE count-duke in a little time a€tually owned 
the fon of Donna Margarita Spinola, and the 
deed was executed with the confent and inclination 
of 
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e@f the king. Don Henry Philip de Guzman (for that 
was the name given to this child of many fathers) 
-was declared fole heir of the count d’Olivares, and 
of the dutchy of San Lucar. ‘The minifter, that 


_. mo body might be ignorant.of this event, ordered 


Carnero to communicate the declaration to the am- 
baffadors and grandecs of Spain, who were not a 
little furprized at his condué&t. The wits of Ma- 
drid had a fund of mirth from it a long time, and 
the fatirical poets did not negleét fuch a fair occa 
fion of fhedding the gall of their pens. 

When I afked where this gentleman’ was whom 
his grace intended to entruft to my care; ‘* He is 
in this city, (he replied) under the direction of an 
aunt, from whom I will take him, as foon as thou 
fhalt have prepared a houfe for him.’”” This was 
foon performed, I took a houfe, which I caufed 
to be magnificently furnithed ; hired pages, 2 por- 
ter and footmen ; and with the affiftance of Ca- 
poris, filled up the places of his officers, When 
¥ had compleated his attendance, I went and ad- 
vertifed his excellency, who immediately fent for 
his equivocal heir and new fhoot from the 
trunk of the Guzmans 3; and I found him a tall 
young fellow of an agreeable perfon. ‘* Don 
Henry, (faid his grace to him, pointing with his 
finger to me) this gentleman is the guide whom | 
I have chofen to conduét you in the career of life. 
I have the greateft confidence in him, and give him 
an abfolute power over you. Yes, Santillane, (faid 
he, turning to me) I abandon him entirely to your 
care, and don’t doubt that you will give a good 
account of him.”’ To this difcourfe the minifter 
joined others, exhorting the young man to fub- 
mit to my direétions; after which I conduéted 
Don Henry to his houfe, where, when we ar- 
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rived, I made all his domefticks pafs in review 
before him, fignifying the office of each. He did 
not feem confounded at the change of his con- 
dition ; and accommodating himfelf to the defe- 
rence and officious refpe&t that was fhewn to him, 
he feemed to have been always that which he 
was now become by chance. He did not want 
Capacity, but was wholly illiterate, being fcarce 
able to read or write, J furnifhed him with a 
preceptor to teach him the elements of the Latin 
tongue, and hired for him mafters of geography, 
hiftory and fencing. You may well believe, that 
I did not forget a dancing-mafter: I was only em- 
baraffed in the choice, for at that time there was 
a great number famous in that profeffion at Ma- 
drid, and I did not know to whom I ought to give 
the. preference. While I was in this perplexity, 
a man richly dreffed came into the court, and I 
being told that he wanted to fpeak with me, went 
to him, imagining that he was at leaft a knight 
of St. Jago or Alcantara. When I asked his com- |. 
mands, ‘“* Signior de Santillane, -(anfwered he, 
after having made feveral bows, which f{melled 
ftrorngly of his profeffion) underftanding that your 
worthip is the perfon who chufes mafters for Sig- 
nior Don Henry, I.am come to offer my fervice 3 
my name is Martin Ligero, and I have (thank 
heaven) fome reputation. It is not my cuftom 
to come and follicit for fcholars ; that is the pro- 
vince of little obfcure dancing-mafters. I ufually 
wait until] I am fent for ; but as I have taught 
the Duke de Medina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, 
and fome other noblemen of the family cf Guzman, 
to which I am as it were a fervant born, I thoughe 
it my duty to anticipate your meiiage.”’ ‘* I and 
by your difcourfe, (faid I) that you are the man 
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we want. How much do you take per month?’’ . 
<¢ Four double piftoles (anfwered he) is the current 
price, and J give but two leffons per week.”” “‘ Four 
doubloons a month ! (cried I) that is a great deal." 
<< How! a great deal ! | aang he with.an air.of 
aftonifhment) you would give a piftole a month to 
a matter of philofophy.”’ 

There was no refifting fuch a pleafant reply, at 
which I laughed heartily, and afked Signior Ligero, 
if he really thought a man of his profeffion pre- 
ferable to a matter of philofophy ? ‘ Doubtlefs { 
(faid he) we are of much- greater ufe than thofe — 
gentlemen. What is a man before he has paffed 


‘through our hands? what but an ill-licked cub ? 


but our leffons mould him by little and little into 
a due form. In a word, we teach him to move 
gracefully, giving him attitudes and airs of dignity 
and importance, ; 

I yielded to the arguments of this dancing-maf- 
ter, whom I hired for Don Henry, at the rate of 
four double piftoles a month, fince that was the 
price of great mafters of his art, 


CHAP. VI. 

Scipio returning from New-Spain, Gil Blas fettles bim 
in the fervice of ‘Don. Henry. The fiudies of that 
young nobleman, with the bonours which were con- 
ferred upon him, and an account of the lady to whom 
he was married, Gil Blas becomes noble in fpite of 


bimfelf. : 


] Had not as yet compleated, the half of Don 
Henry’s family, when Scipio returned from 
Mexico. I'afked him if he was fatisfied with his 
voyage, and he anfwered, ‘ I have reafon to be fo ; 
fince, with three thoufand ducats in fpecie, I have 
T 3 | brought 
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brought over twice as much in merchandize of the 
confumption of this country,” ‘ I congratulate 
thee, my child, (I replied.) Thy fortune is now 
begun ; and it is in thy power to compleat it, by 
returning to the Indies next year; or if thou pre- 
ferreft an agreeable poft at Madrid, to the trouble 
of going fo far to amafs wealth, thou haft nothing 
to do but to fpeak, I have one at thy fervice.” 
‘¢. Egad, (faid the fon of Cofcolina) there is no 
room for hefitation. I would much rather exe- 
cute a good employment near you, than expofe 
myfelf anew to the perils of a long voyage. Pray, 
mafter, explain yourfelf, what poft do you intend 
for your humble fervant ?’”: 

For his better information, I recounted to him 
the ftory of the young nobleman whom the count- 
duke had introduced into the family of Guzman ; . 
and after having told him, that the minifter had 
chofen me governor to Don Henry, I promifed to 
make him valet de chambre to that adopted fon. 
Scipio, who afked no better, willingly accepted 
the poft, and acquitted himfelf in it fo well, that 
an lefs than'three or four days, he acquired the con- 
fidence and friendfhip of his new matter. 

I imagined that the pedagogues whom J had 
chofen to teach the fon of the Genoefe would find 
their Latin throwr away, believing one at his age 
uniifciplinable. But I was much miftaken. He 

ily comprehended and retained all that was thewn 
to him, and his mafters were very well. {atisfied 
with his capacity. I ran eagerly to impart this 
piece of news to the duke, who received it with 
exceffive joy. ‘© Santillane, (cried he tranfported) 
I am ravifhed to hear that Don Henry has fuch a 
memory and penetration | | perceive my own blood 
in him 5 and what convinces me. of his being my 
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fon is, that I feel as much affeQion for him, as if 


- he had been born by my lauy “Olivares. Thou 


feeft by this, my friend, that nature declares it- 
felf.”” I was not fool enough to tell his grace 
my fentiments of the matter, but refpecting his 
weaknefs, left him to enjoy the pleafure (whether 
true or falfe) of believing himfelf the father of Don 
Henry. 

Altho’ all the Guzmans entertained a mortal 
hatred for this young nobleman of frefh date, they 
diffembled it out of policy ; nay, fome of them 
affeted to court his friendfhip 3 he was vifited by 
the ambaffadors and grandees who were then at 
Madrid, and honoured by them as much as if he 
had been a legitimate’ fon of the count-duke. 
This minifter, overjoyed to fee fuch incenfe offered 
to his idol, foon decked him with dignities. He 
began by afking of the king the crofs of Alcan- 
tara, with a commandery worth ten thoufand 
crowns, for Don Henry. In a little time after, 
he was made gentleman of the bed-chamber. Then 
refolving to marry him to a lady of the moft no- 
ble family of Spain, he caft his eyes upon Donna 
Juana Velofco, daughter to the Duke of Catftile, 
and had authority enough to accomplifh the mar- 
riage, in fpite of that duke and all his relations, 

A few days before the marriage, his grace hav- 
ing fent for me, put fome papers into my hand, 
faying, ‘“‘ Held, Gil Blas, here are letters of no- 
bility, which I have ordered to be expedited for 
thee.” ‘* My lord, (anfwered I, furprized at his 
words) your exceHency knows that I am the fon 
of a poor duenna and fquire ; fo that, in my opi- 
nion, the nobility would be profaned by my affo- 
ciation ; and it is, ef all the favaurs which his 
majefty could beftow, that which I ae = 
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defire the feaft."” “ Thy birth (replied the mini-— 
fter) is an objection that is eafily removed: thou 
haft been employed in ftate affairs, both under the 
duke of Lerma’s miniftry and mine : befides, 
(added he, with a fmile) haft thou not done the 
monarch fome fervice, which deferves a recom- 
pence? In a word, Santillane, thou art not un- 
worthy of the honour which I have procured for 
thee. Moreover, the rank which thou holdeft 
with regard to my fon, requires that thou fhouldeft 
be noble; and it is on that account that I have 
obtained the patent.’® ‘* I yield, my lord, (I re- 
plied) fince your excellency infifts upon my com- 
Pliance. "* So faying, I went away with my patent 
in my pocket. 

“Tt am now a gentleman, (faid I to myfelf, 
when I had got into the ftreet) enobled without 
being obliged to my parents for my quality, I 
may, when I pleafe, be called Don Gil Blas, and 
if any one of my acquaintance fhall take it in his 
head to laugh in my face when he calls me fo, I 
_ will fhew my patent. But let us read it, (conti- 
nued I, taking it out of my pocket) and fee in 
what manner my original meannefs is wafhed away.”” 
I therefore perufed the paper, the fubftance of which 
was, that the king, to reward the zeal which I had 
manifefted on more than one occafion for his fer- 
vice and the good of the ftate, had thought pro- 
per to gratify my attachment with letters of nobi- 
lity. I will venture to fay in my own praife, that 
they did not infpire me with the leaft pride. Hav- 
ing the meannefs of my extraction always before 
my eyes, this honour humbled inftead of making 
me vain ; therefore I determined to lock up my 
patent in a drawer, ahd never boaft its being in 
my poffeffion, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas meets Fabricio again by accident. The laft con 
werfaticn that happened between them, and the impor= 
tant advice which Nunnex gave to Santillane, 


‘a HE Afturian poet (as muft have been ob- 
ferved by the reader) willingly neglected me, 
and my occupations did not permit me to vifit him. 
I had not feen him fince the day of the differtation 
on the Iphigenia of Euripides, when chance again 
threw him in my way near the gate of the fun. 
He was coming out of a printing-houfe, and I ac- 
cofted him, faying, ‘* Aha! Mr. Nunnez, you have 
b.en at the printer’s ; that feems to threaten the 
public with a new work of your compofition.”’ 
‘¢ That is what indeed it may expeé, (anfwered 
he.) I have ad@ually in the prefs a pamphlet 
which will make fome noife in the republick of 
letters.” * I don’t doubt the merit of thy pro- 
duétion, (I replied) but am amazed at thy compofing 
pamphlets, which in my opinion are trifles that do 
no great honour to a man of genius.” ‘‘-I know 
it very well, (faid Fabricio) and am not ignorant 
that none but thofe who read every thing, amufe 
themfelves with pamphlets. However, this one ~ 
has efcaped me, which I own is the child of ne- 
ceffity. Hunger, thou knoweft, brings the wolf — 
out of the wood.” | ! 
© How! (cried I) does the author of the Count 
de Saldagne talk in this manner? a man who has 
two thoufand crowns a year?” ‘ Softly, friend, 
(faid Nunnez to me) I am no longer that happy 
poet who enjoyed a well paid penfion. The af- 
fairs of the treafurer Don Bertrand are difordered 
all of a fudden, He has fingered and fquandered 

away 
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away the king’s money ; all his effeéts are feized, 
and my penfion is gone to the devil.” ‘* That 
is a melancholy affair, (I refumed) but haft thou 
mo hope remaining from that quarter?’ “ Not 
the leaft (faid he.) Signior Gomez de Ribero, 
as poor as his poet, is gone to the bottom, and 
will never, it is faid, get his head above water 
again.’ 

“* If that be ‘i cafe, my child, (anfwered I) I 
mutt find out fome poft to confole thee for the lofs 
of thy penfion.’’ ‘‘ I will fpare thee that trou- 
ble, (cried he.) If thou wouldeft offer me an em- 
ployment in the minifter’s offices worth three 
thoufand crowns yearly, I would refufe it. The 
bufinefs of clerks will not agree with the humour 
of a fofter-child of the Mufes ; I muft enjoy my 
literary amufements. ‘What fhall I fay to thee? 
I am born to live and die a poet, and my deftiny 
muft be fulfilled. 

** But don’t imagine (continued he) that we are 
very unhappy; befides that we live in perfec 
independence, we are boys without care. Peo- 
ple think that we often dine with Democritus, 
and there they are miftaken. There is not one 
of my fraternity, not even excepting the makers 
of almanacks, who is not welcome to fome good 
table. As for my part, there are two families 
where I am always received with pleafure. I have 
two covers laid for me every day, one at the houfe 
of a fat direGtor of the farms, to whom I have 
dedicated a romance; and the other, at the houfe 
of a rich citizen, who has the difeafe of being 
thought to entertain wits every day at his table; 
luckily he is not very delicate in his choice, and 
tic city furnithes him with great plenty.”’ 
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. I no longer pity thee then, (faid I to the Aftu- 
rian, poet) fince thou art fatisfied with thy cond?- 
tion : tho’ I proteft to thee anew, that thou hat 
always in Gil Blas a friend, Who is proof againft © 
thy negle& and indifference ; if thou haft occafion 
for my purfe, come boldly to me, and let not a 
filly fhame deprive thee of an infallible fuccour, 
and rob me of the pleafure of obliging thee.”’ 

“* By that generous fentiment (cried Nunnez) 
I recolle& my friend Santillane, I return a thou- 
fand thanks for thy kind offer, and out of grati- 
titude will give thee a wholfome advice. While 
the count-duke continues in power, and thou art 
in poffeffion of his favour, profit by the opportu- 
nity, make hafte to enrich thyfelf, for I am 
told he begins to totter.”” J afked Fabricio if he 
had that intelligence on good authority ? and he | 
anfwered, “‘ I have it from a knight of Calatrava, 
who has a very fingular talent in difcovering the 
moft hidden fecrets ; he is looked upon as an orae 
cle, and this is what I heard him fay yefterday. 
The count-duke has a great many enemies, who 
are all united to ruin him; he depends too much 
on the afcendancy which he has over the king: 
that monarch, it is reported, begins to liften to 
the complaints which have already reached his 
ears.”’ I thanked Nunnez for his information, of 
which I took little notice, but went home, per- 
fuaded my mafter’s authority was immoveable, - 
and confidering him as one of thofe old oaks which 
are rooted in a foreft, and which. no. ftorms can 
overthrow. . 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Gil Blas is convinced of the truth of Fabricio’s intelli. 
- gence, The hing goes to Saragoffa. 


Everthelefs, what the Afturian poet had told 

me, was not without foundation. There 

was in the palace, a fecret confederacy formed 

againft the count-duke, and the queen was faid to 

be at the head of it; but none of the meafures 

which they took to difplace the minifter, tranf- 

pired: nay, a whole year paffed, before I perceived 
that his favour had received the leaft thock. 

But the revolt of the Catalonians fupported by 
France, and the bad fuccefs of the war againft 
thefe rebels, excited the murmurs of the people, 
who complained of the government. Thefe com- 
plaints occafioned a council to be held in prefence 
of the king, who defired the marquis de Grena, 
the emperor’s ambaffador at the court of Spain, to 
be there. The fubje@ of their deliberation being, 
whether it was moft proper for the King, te ftay 
in Caftile, or go and fhew himfeif to his troops in 
Arragon ? the count-duke, who was averfe to the 
prince’s departure for the army, fpoke firft: he 
reprefented that it was better for his majefty, to 
remain in the center of his dominions ; and fup- 
ported his opinion with all the reafons which his 
eloquence could afford, He had no fooner con- 
cluded his fpeech, than his advice was unanimofifly 
followed by every body in council, except the 
marquis of Grena, who liftening to nothing but 
his zeal for the houfe of Auftria, and giving way 
to the franknefs of his nation, oppofed the fenti- 
ment of the prime-minifter, and fupported the cone 
trary opinion with fuch force, that the king was 
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firuck with tie folidity of his arguments, embraced 
his opinion, tho’ it was oppofite to that of the 
whole council, and fixed ¢he day of lis departure 
for the army. . 

This was the firft time, that ever his majefty. 
durft think otherwife than his favourite; who, 
looking upon this novelty as a bloody afiront, was 
very much mortified. When the miniiter was go- 
ing to retire into hus clofet, to bite upon the bridle 
at liberty, he perceived me, and taking me in along 
with ‘him, recounted what had paticd at council, 
with great agitation : then, like a man who could 
not recolle@&t himfelf from his furprife, “ Yes, 
Santillane, (continued he) the king who for thefe 
twenty years pat, hath fpoxe with my mouth, 


‘and feen thro’ my eyes, now prefers the opinion 


of Grana.to mine: and in what manner too? 
loading the ambaffudor with elogiums, and in par- 
ticular, praifing his zeal for the houfe of Auftria, 
as if that German loved it better than I do. 

- By this, it is eafy to judge (purfued the minifter) 
that there is a party. formed againit me, and that. 
the queen is at the head of it.” ‘* Why, my lord, 
(faid I} fhould you be uneafy with that conjeture ?. 
Has not the queen, for more than twelve years, 
been ‘ufed to fee you at the helm: and the king, 
been in a long habit of not confulting her ? As for 
the marquis of. Grana, the monarch, perhaps, 
chofe his opinion, out of defire to fee his army, 
and make a campaign.” ‘* That is not the cafe, 
(faid the counct-duke) fay rather, my erremies hope 
that the king being among his troops, will always 
Le furrounded by the noblémen who will ‘attend . 
him ; and that more than 6ne, will be- found fo 


much difgufted at me, as tofpeak to the prejudice 


of my adminiftration: but they are miftaken 5 
Vor. IV, U (added. 
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(added he) I will make the prince inacceffible to 
them all, during the journey.”” This he aually 
performed, in a manner that deferves to be related. 
_ The day of the king’s departure being arrived, 
that monarch, after having entrofted. the quetn 
with the care of the government, in his abfence, 
fet out for Saragoffa ; but in his way, paffing by 
Aranjuez *, was fo delighted with the place, that 
he ftaid there almoft three weeks: from therice 
the minifter carried him to .Cuenza, where he 
amufed him ftill longer, by various diverfions, 
Then the pleafures of the chace detained him at 
Molina of Arragon ; after which, he was conducted 
- wo Saragoffa. : 

_ His army being not far from thence, he prepared’ 
for going to it; but the count-duke altered his 
inclination, by making him believe that he would 
be in danger of being taken by the Freach, who 
were matters of the plain of Monson: fo, that the 
king being afraid of the peril which he had no 
caufe to fear, took the refolution of remaining fhut 
up at home, as in a prifon. The minifter taking 
the advantage of his terror, and under pretence of 
watching for his fafety, guarded him, as it were, 
from the fight of every body: and the grandees 
who had been at a vaft expence, to put themfelves 


..@ Aranjuez, is a royal palace in new Caftile, fituated 
near the rivers of Taio and Garama, in a large plain fur- 
rounded by hills and forefts, thro’ which are many {pacious 
avenues, The entrance to this palace is over two painted 

wooden bridges, upon the forefaid rivers which join a_ 
little below the houfe, Here is a delightful garden 3 and 
in a large f{quare] paved with marble, a ftatue in brafs of 
Charles the fifth armed capapee, trampling upon Herefy 
teprefented by four arch Hegeticks, ~ 
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in a condition to follow their fovereign, had not 
even the fatisfaction of obtaining one private au- 
dience. Philip, at length, tired of being ill lodged 
at Saragoffa, of paffing his time ftill worfe, or if 
you pleafe, of being prifoner, returned in a little 
time to Madrid. Thus this monarch finifhed his 
campaign, leaving to the marquis de los Veles, 
general of his troops, the care of SHIBIAUUES the 
honour of the Spanifh arms, 


CHAP. IX, 
Ibe revolution of Portugal, and the aeraes of the 
count-duke, 


FEW days after the king’s return, a very 
difagreeable piece of news {pread all over — 
Madrid. It was reported that the Portugueze, 
looking upon the revolt of the Catalonians as a 
fair occafion offered to them by fortune, for fhak- ° 
ang off the Spanifh yoke, had taken up arms, and 
shofen the duke of Braganza for their king ; that 
they were refolved to maintain him on the throne, 
and were confident of fuccefs ; Spain having at that 
time on her hands, enemies in Germany, Italy, 
Flanders and Catalonia: indeed, they could not 
have found a more favourable conjun@ure, for 
Freeing themfelves from a dominion which they 
detetted *. 
What is very fingular, is that the count-duke, 
while both court and city feemed to be ftruck with 


¥ ® This revolution, which happened in the year 1640, 
wis conducted with fueh furprifing fecrecy, (tho’ the 
defign was known to more than 200 perfons, a whole 
year before) that the duke of Braganza was declared King, 
-and the Spanith yoke thook off in on: day, thro’ all the 
Spanith dominions in Europe, Afia, Afcica and America. 

U2 con- 
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confternation at the news, wanted to joke with the 
King, at the expence of the duke of Braganza; but 
Philip, far from being pleafed with his raillery, 
affumed a very grave air, which difconcerted him, 
and made him ferefee his difgrace: he no longer 
doubted his own fall when he underftood, that the 
queen had openly declared herfelf again{t him, and 
loudly accufed him, of having by his bad admis 
ftration, occafioned the revolt of Portugal.. The 
greateft part of the grandces, efpcecially thofe who 
had been at Saragoffa, no fooner perceived that a 
tempeft was brewing over the head of the count- 
duke, than they joined the queen ; and what gave 
the laft ftroke to his favour, was, the arrival of 
the Dutchefs Dowager of Mantua, formerly gover-. 
‘nefs of Portugal. This lady, on her return from 
Lifbon to Madrid, plainly demonftrated to the 
king, that the revolution of that kingdom happen’d 
thro’ the fault of the prime-minifter. | 
The difcourfe of this princefs: made a great im- 
preffion on the mind of the monarch, who being, 
at length, roufed from his infatuation for his fa- 
vourite, ftript him of all the affe€tion which he 
had entertained for him. When the minifter was 
- informed that the king liftened to his enemies, he 
wrote a letter to him, afking leave to refign his em- 
ployment, and remove from court, fince people 
were fo unjuft as to impute to him all the mis- 
fortunes which had happened to the kingdom, 
during the courfe of his adminiftration, He thought 
that this letter would have a great effeét, and that 
the prince ftill preferved fo much friendfhip for 
him, as to detain him at court ; but all the a: {wer 
which his majefty returned, was the permiffion 
that he defired, with leave to retire whitherfoever 
he would, 
Thefe 
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- Thefe words written by the king’s own hand, 
awere a thunder-belt to his grace, who, by no 
jneans, expeéted fuch a reply: but, tho’ he was 
wery much confounded, he affe€ted an air of con- 
ftancy, and afked what I would do, were I in his 
place. ‘I would foon take my refolution ; (faid 
I) I would abandon the court, and pafs the reft 
of my days in peace, at .fome one of my eftates ih 
the country.”” ‘‘ That is a wholfome advice (re- 
plied my mafter) and I am fully refolved to Anith 
my career at Loeches, after I fhall have once more 


_converfed with the king: for I want to demonftrate 


to him, that f have done all that human prddence 
could fuggelt, to fuftain the weighty burthen with 


which I was loaded ; and that it was impoffible for 


:me to prevent the melancholy events laid at my 


_ door; being no more to blame, than a {kilfal 


pilot, who, in fpite of all he can do, fees his veffel 
toffed about by the waves and winds.”’ .The mi- 
nifter ftill flattered himfelf, that by {peaking to the 
ptince, he might adjuft matters, atid regain the 
ground which he had loft; but he nevér could 
procure an audience, and befides, one was fent to 
demand the key of the door, by which he «fed to 
gnter, when he pleafed, into his majefty’s aparet- 
ment. Concluding then, that there were no farther 
hopes for him, he determined in good ‘carneft, to 
retire, He examined his papers, a gréat quantity 
pf which he very prudently committed to the 
flames ; then naming the officers of his houfhold 
and valets who he intended fhould follow him, he 
gave ofders for his departure, which was fixed for 
next day. As he was afraid of being infulted by 
the populace, in coming out of the palace, he flipt 
away early in the morning, by the Kitchin door, 
gnd getting inte a forty coach, with his confefer 
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and me, fafely proceeded for Loeches, a village 
belonging to him, where his lady had built a mag- 
nificent convent of nuns of the Dominican order. 
Thither he repaired in lefs than four hours, and all 
his attendants arrived foon after. 


CHAP, X. 

The anxiety and cares which at firft difiurbed the repcfe 
of the count-duke, and the bappy tranquility by which 
they were fucceeded,. The occupations of the minifter 
in bis retreat, 


ADAM d’ Olivares let her hufband fet out 

for Loeches, and ftaid a few days after him 
_ at court, with a defign to try, if by her tears and 
intreaties,. fhe could not effect his being recalled : 


but in vain did the -proftrate herfelf before their 


majefties ; the king had no regard to her remon- 
ftrances, tho’ artfully prepared ; and the queen, 
who hated her mortally, beheld her tears with 
pleafure. The minifter’s wife was not repulfed for 
all that, fhe humbled herfelf fo far as to implore 
the. good offices of the queen’s ladies; but the 
fruit which the reaped from. her meannefs, was to 
perceive that it excited contempt rather than com- 
paffion.. Wexed at having taken. fuch humbling 
‘Rteps to-no purpofe, fhe went and joined her 
hufband, to grieve with him for the lofs of a 
place, which, under a reign like that of Philip the 
fourth, was perhaps the firft of the monarchy, . 

This lady’s report of the condition in which the 

left Madrid, redoubled the affiGiion of the count- 
duke: “ Your enemies, (faid fhe weeping) the 
duke of Medina Celi, and the other grandees who 
hate you, inceffantly praife the king for having 
deprived you of the miniftry ; and the people cele- 
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.brate your difgrace with an infolence of joy, as if 
_the end of the-national misfortunes was attached 
-to that-of your adminiftration.”’ 


“* Madam, (faid my mafter to her,) follow my 
example, and ftifie your fortow ; we muft yield 
to the tempeft which we cannot divert. I thought, 
indeed, that I gould have perpetuated my favour, 
even to the end of my life; the ordinary illufion 
of minifters and favourites, who forget that their 
fate depends upon their fovereign: has not the 
duke of Lerma been miftaken as. well as J, tho’ he 
imagined that his purple was the fure guarantee 
of the eternal duration of his authority ?’’ 

In this manner, did the count-duke exhort his 
fpoufe to arm herfelf with patience ; while he him- 
felf was in an agitation, which was daily increafed 
by the difpatches which he received from Don 
Henry, who having remained at court, to obferve, 
took care to inform him exaly of every thing 
that happened: it was Scipio who brought the 
letters from that young nobleman, whom he fill 


ferved, I having quitted him upon his: marriage 
with Donna Juana. The difpatches of this adopted 


fon, were always filled with bad news, and un- 
happily, no others were expeéted from him. 
Sometimes, he wrote that the grandees, not con- 
tented with rejoicing publickly, at the retreat of 
the count.duke, were again re-united to turn all 
his creatures from the pofts and employments 


_ which they poffeffed, to replace them with his ene- 


mies: another time, he obferved that Don Lewis 
de Haro began to come into favour, and would, 
in all probability, be made prime-minifter. Of 


‘all the difagreeable news which my matter received, 


that which feemed to affect -him moft, was the 
change made in the viceroyalty of Naples, which 
the 
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the court, folely to mortify him, took from the _ 


duke ‘of Medina de las Torres, whom he loved, 
and gave it to the admiral of Caftile, whom he had 
always hated. 

I may venture to fay, that during three montht, 
his grace felt nothing in his folitude, but trouble 
and chagrin ; but his confeffor, who was a Domi- 
nican friar, and with the moft folid piety, poffefied 
a manly eloquence, had power enough. to confule 
him. By means of reprefenting with energy, that 
he ought to bend his thoughts entirely to his own 
falvation, he had with the help of grace, the good 
fortune to detach his mind from the court, His 
excellency would no longer hear any news from 
Madrid, his whole care being now engroffed in 
preparing for his latter end. Madam d’Olivares 
alfo, making a good ufe of her retreat, met with 
2 conflation prepared by providence, in the con- 
vent which the had founded ; there were among 
the nuns, fome holy maidens, whofe converfation, 
full of baim, infenfibly fweetened the bitternefs of 
her life: in proportion at my mafter turned his 
thoughts from worldly affairs, he became more 
and more tranquil; and, in this manner, regulated 
the day. He {pent almoft the whole morning, in 
hearing mafs in the church of the convent, then 
returned to dinner 3 after which, he amufed him- 
{elf about two hours in playing at all forts of 


"games, with me and fome other of his moft af- 
. fetionate domeftics ; then ufually retired by him- 


felf, into his clofet, where he remained till fun- 
fet; at which time, he took a turn in his garden, 
or an airing in his coach, to the n¢ighbourhood of 


his caftle, accompanied fometimes by his confeffor, 


and fometimes by me, ) 
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. One-day, being alone with him, and admiring 
the ferenity of his countenance, I took the liberty 


- ta fay, ‘* My lord, allow me to exprefs my joy : 
‘from the air of fatisfa@ion in your looks, I con- 


clude that your excellency begins to be accuftomed 
to retirement.” ‘I am already quite familiarized 
to it, (anfwered he) and tho’ I have been a long 
time ufed to bufinefs, I proteft to thee, child, that 
Jam every. day more and more pleafed with the 
quiet and peaceable life which I lead in this place,” 


o 


CHAP. XI 


The count-duke becomes, all of a fudden, fad and thought- 
ful: the furfrizing caufe of bis melancholy, with ita 
ee confequente, 


1S grace, in order to vary his occupations, 

amufed himfelf fometimes, alfo, in culti-- 
vating his garden. One day while I beheld him 
at work, he faid to mein a jocular ftrain: ‘* San- 
tillane, thou feeit a minifter banifhed from court, 
turned gardiner at Loeches.’” “* My lord, (anfwered 
I in the fame tone) methinks I fee Dionyfius of 
Syracufe, ‘fchoc]-maiter at Corinth,’’” .My mafter 
{miled at my reply, and was not at-4ll difpleafed 
at the comparifon, 

All the people in the houfe, were - overjoyed to 
fee their mafter, fuperior to his difgrace, charmed 
with a life fo different from that which he had always 
led ; when we perceived with forrow, that he vi- 
fibly changed :..he became gloomy, thoughtful, and 


funk into a moft profound melancholy. He left off 


playing with us; and no longer feemed fenfible of 
all that we could invent for his diverfion; but 
locked himfelf up, after dinner, in his clofet, where 
he remained alone till night : we imagined that his 

chagrin 
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chagrin had been occafioned by the returning ideas 


of his paft greatnefs, and in that opinion, left with | 
him the Dominican friar, whofe eloquence, how- | 


ever, could not triumph over the melancholy of 


his grace, which inftead or diminithing feemed 


daily to increafe, 
It came into my head, that the penfivenefs of 
this minifter, might have fome particular caufe, 


which he was unwilling to difclofe ; and on this | 


conjeQure I formed the defign of drawing the fe- 
cret from him: for this purpofe, I lay in wait for 
an opportunity of fpeaking to him in private, and 
having foundit: ‘‘ My lord, (faid 1 with an air 
of refpeat, mingled with affection) may Gil. BJas 
be fo bold as to put one queftion to his mafter ?°” 
¢* Speak, (he replied) I give thee leave.” ‘‘ What 
(Gaid 1) is become.of that fatisfacion which ape 
peared: in your excellency’s face? have you no 
longer that afoendancy which you had once gained 
over fortune ? or does your leit favour excite new 
regret within you? Would you be plunged again 
in that abyfs of trouble, from which. your virtud 
hatly extricated you?’ ‘‘No, thank heaven -(re- 
fumed the minifter) my memory is ao longer en+ 
grofied by the part which I acted at court; I have 
for ever forget the honours which J there enjoyed.” 
** Why then, (faid I) fince you have philofophy 
enough to banifh thefe things from your rememe 
brance, are you fo weak as to abandon _yourfelf to 
a melancholy which alarms us gil? What is the 
matter with you, my dear mafter? (added I, 

throwing ‘myfelf ag his feet) you have, doubtlefs, 
fome fecret forrow that confumes you: will you 
make a myftery of. it to Santiflane, whofe zeal, 

fidelity and difcretion you know fo well? By what 
sa have J loft your cenfidence?”> ~ 
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' , €€-Phon. haft it fill (faid hes) but I confefs I 
have a rétluétance to reveal the caufe of that fad- 
nefs with which thou feeft me overwhelmed : never- 
thelefs, I cannot refift the ivtreaties ef fuch a fer- 
want and friend as thee. Know then the caufe of 
my difquiet, which is a fecret that I could impart 
to. none but Santillane.: Yes, (continued he} I 
am a prey to the moft difmal melancholy, which 
gradually confumes my life. J fee almoft every 
momont a fpeGre, which prefenta itfelf before me 
in the moft terrible fhape. In vain bave I faid ta 
sayfelf, that itis no more than an illufion,an unfub- 
ftantial phantom of my brain: the cantinual ap- ° 
parition invefts my view, and difturbs my repafe. 
‘Though my undetftanding is ftrong enough to 
perfuade me that this fpectre is really nothing, I 
| aa notwithftanding weak enough to be affticted 
' at the vifion.. This is what thou haft forced me 
‘to difclofe, (added he) and thou mayeft judge 
| whether or not I am to blame, in concealing from 
all the world the caufe of my melancholy.” I was 
equally grieved and aftonifhed to hear fuch an.exe 
traordinary declaration, which was a ftrong indi- 
cation of the machine’s being difordered. ‘“‘My. 
lord, (faid I to the minifter). is not this. occafioned 
by too little nourifhment ? for your abftinence is 
exceffive.* ‘ That was whatI imagined at firft, 
(anfwered he) and to try if it was a@ually owing 
to my diet, I have, for fome days palt, caten 
more than ufual; but without any effect ; the 
phantom ftill appears.”” ‘‘ It will certainly dif- 
appear (faidI, to-confole him:) and if your ex- 
cellency would relax yourfelf a little, by playing 
_ again wfth your faithful fervants, I believe you 
would foon find yourfclf delivered from thefe | 
gloomy vapours,” ; 
| In 
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In a little time after this converfation, his grace 
fell fick ; and finding the affair.grow ferious, fent 
to Madrid for two notaries to make his will ; as 
alfo, for. three famous. phyficians, who had the 
reputation of curing their patients fometimes. As 
foon as the arrival of thefe laft was reported in the 
cafile, nothing was heard but groans and lamen- 
tations: the fervants looked upon the death of 
their mafter as juft athands fo much were they 
prejudiced againft: thefe gentlemén, who. had 
brought -along with them an-apothecary and fur-. 
. geon, the ufval executioners of: their prefcriptions. 
Théy let the notaries do their bufinefs; after 
which, .they prepared to do their own.:. being of 
Dr. Sangrado’s. principles, in their very firft con- 
fultation, they ordered repeated bloodings ; fo. that, 
in. fix days, they reduced the count-duke to eX 
tremity, and onthe feventh, delivered. him enerely 
from his.apparition *,. . 

: Upor the death of thisininifter, a: deep and fm 


cere fortaw’reigned in the caftke of Loeches: all. 


his domeftics: wept bitterly: far. from confoling 
_ themfelves for his lofs, with the cer:ainty. of being 
comprehended in his will, there. was not one 
damong.them;. who would not have renounced his 
legacy, to recal. him to life... As.for me, who had 
heen beloved by him, and whofe-attachment flowed 
from pure perfonal- affe€tion, ‘I was mote afflicted 
than all the reft;-and queftion whether. I fhed 
more tears for Anvonta, than for the count-duke. 


* The count-dulce died on the rath Of July 1645, 
not at Loeches, but at Toro in New-Caftile. His death 


(according to report) having been haftened by his re- . 
dations, who feeing him become more and more odivus, 
to the people, even in fpite of his retreat, were afraid 


of his fuffering fome new ignominy to the further difgrace 
ef his family, 
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CHAP. XI. 


The tranfa&tions at the caftle of Losches, after the death 
of the Count-Duke; and the. departure of Santillane, 


HE minifter, according to his own dire€tion, 
being buried without noife and pomp, in the 
convent of nuns, by the found of our lamenta- 
tions ; after the funeral, Madam d’Olivares ore 
dered the will to be read, with which all the do-* 
meftics had reafon to be fatisfied. Every one had 
a legacy proportioned to his ftation ; and the leaft 
was two thoufand crowns: mine was the moft 
confiderable ; his grace having bequeathed to me 
ten thoufand piftoles, as a proof of his particular 
affe€tion. He did not forget the hofpitals, and 
founded annual fervice in feveral convents, 
Madam d’Olivares fent all the domeftics to Ma- 
drid, to receive their legacies from the fteward 
Don Raymond Caporis, who had orders to pay 
them ; but I could not accompany them, being de- 
tained at the caftle feven or eight days by a high 
fever, which was the fruit of my affliction. In 
this fituation, I was not abandoned by the Domi- 
nican friar: that good clergyman had conceived 
an affeGtion for me ; and interefting himfelf in my 
falvation, afked, when he faw me in a fair way, 
what I intended to do. ‘* I don’t know, my 
good father, (anfwered I:) I have not, as yet, de- 
termined with myfelf on that fcore: at fome mo- 
ments, I am tempted to fhut myfelf up in a cell, 
and do penance,”” ‘ Thofe are precious moments! 
(cried the Dominican :) Signior de Santillane, you 
will do well to profit by them, I advife you as a 
friend, without your ceafing to. be a jayman, to 
retire, for example, into our convent at Madrid, 
Vou, IV, . x to 
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to make yourfelf a benefaétor to it, by a donation 
of all your fortune, and die there under the habit 
of St, Dominick, A great many people expiate 
a worldly life, by fuch an end.°’ 

I was then in fuch. a difpofition of mind, that 
I began to relifh the advice, and told his reve- 
‘rence, that I would confider of it. But having 
confulted Scipio, whom I faw immediately after 
the monk, he inveighed againft that fentiment, 
which feemed to him the whim of a fick perfon. 
‘< Fy! Signior de Santillane, (faid he) can you 
be pleafed with fuch, a retreat? Will not yaur 
houfe at Lirias afford one much. more agreeable ? 
If you was delighted with it heretofore, you will 
have a much better relith for the fweets of it, now 
that you are of an age much more proper for taft- 
ing the beauties of nature.”’ 

The fon of Cofcolina had no great difficulty in 
making me change my opinion. ‘ Friend, (faid 
I) thou haft prevailed over the Dominican. I fee 
it will be better for me to return to my caftle ; 
and fix my refolution accordingly: we will repair 
ta Lirias, as foon as I thall be in a condition to 
travel: and this happened very foon ; for the fever 


v 


having left me in a little time, I found myfelf. 


ftrong enough to put my defign in’ execution. 
Scipio and I went firft to Madrid, the fight of 
_ which city no longer gave me that pleafure which 


¥ had formerly felt ; as I knew that almoft all its - 


inhabitants abhorred the. memory of a minifter, of 
whom IJ preferyed the moft tender remembrance, I 
could not behold it. with a favourable eye : and 
therefore ftaid ih it only five or fix days, which 
Scipio empleyed in making preparations for our 


departure for Lirias. While he was bufy about our. 


equipage, T went to. Caporis, who gave me my 
I legacy 
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legacy in doubloons : I likewife vifited the receivers 
of the commanderies, on whorn I had penfioriss 
took meafures with them for the payment; and in 
a word, put all my affairs in order. 

On the evening before our departure, J afked the 
fon of Cofcolina, if he had taken his leave of Don 
Henry. ** Yes, (anfwered he) we this morning 
parted good friends: he affured me, that he was 
forry for my leaving him; but if he was fatisfied 
with me, I was not fo with him: it is not enough 
that the valet pleafes the matter, the mafter ouglit, 
at the fame time, to pleafe the valet; otherwife 
they are very ill met. Befides, (added he) Don 
Henry makes but a pitiful figure at court, where 
he is funk into the loweft contempt. He is even 
pointed at in the ftreets, and every body calls him 
the fon of the Genoefe. So you may guefs whe- 
ther or not it is agreeable to a lad of sonar to 
ferve a man in fuch a difgrace.”” | 

At length, we fet out from Madrid early one 
morning, and took the road to Cuenga, in the 
following order and equipage: my confident and 
I were mounted in a chaife and .pair, conducted 
by a poftilion; three moyles loaded with our bagz- 
gage ahd money, and led by two grooms, follow- 
ed clofe after ; and two lufty lacqueys, chofen by 
Scipio, mounted on mules, and armed to the 
teeth, brought up the rear: the grooms’ wore fa- 
bres, and the poftilion had two good piftols at his 
faddle-bow. As we were in all feven men, fix of 
whom were very refolute, I. travelled merrily, 
without any apprehenfion of lofing my legacy. 
Our moyles proudly founding their bells, in the 
villages through which we paffed, the peafants ran 


to their doors, to fee the march of our equipage, 


X 2 ~ which 
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which they imagined belonged to fome grandee 
going to take poffeffion of a vice-royalty. | 


CHAP, XHI. 


Gil Blas returns to bis caftle, where be is over-joyed to 
find Seraphina, bit god-danghtcr, marriageable: and 
Salls in lowe with another lady, 


Spent fifteen days on the road to Lirias; being 

under no neceffity of travelling faft: all that I 
defired was, to arrive at it fafely; and my with 
was accomplithed: The fight of my caftle at firft 
infpired me with fome melancholy thoughts, in 
. recalling the memory of Antonia: but I foon ba- 
nifhed them, by entertaining my fancy with more 
pleafant ideas: and this I could the more éafily 


do, as twenty years, which were elapfed fince her | 


.death, had a good deal weakened the force of my 
forrow. 

As foon as I -entered the caftle, Beatrice and 
her daughter came.with great eagernefs to falute 
me; then the father, mother, and child hugged 
one another with tranfports of } joy, which charm- 
ed me, 

After their mutual embraces, I looked at my 
god-daughter attentively, faying : “‘ Can this be 
that Seraphina whom I left in the cradle, when I 
departed from Lirias! I am overjoyed to fee her 
"again, fo tall and fo handfome, we muft have her 
- fettled. for life.”’ ‘‘ How my dear god-father, 
(cried fhe, reddening at my laft words) you have 
_feen me but for a moment, and you already talk 
of getting rid of me!” ‘“* No, my child, (an- 
fwered 1) we don’t intend to lofe you by marri- 
ages we muft have a hufband who will enjoy 


you, 
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you, without robbing your parents of your com- 
pany, and in a manner live with us alrogether.”” 
«‘ Such an one offers at prefent (faid Beatrice :) 
a gentleman of this country, having feen Sera- 
phina one day at mafs, in the village-chapel, fell 
in love with her. He has been to vifit me, de- 
clared his paffion, and afked my confent. If 
you had it, (faid Ito him) you would be neyer 
the nearer} Seraphina depends wpon her father 
and god-father, who alone can difpofe of her. All 
that I can do for you, is to inform them, by a 
letter, of your. demand, which, I own, does ho- 
nour to my daughter. Really, gentlemen, (added 
the) I was going to write about it immediately : 
but now that you are returned, you thall do in it 
what you think proper.”’ 
“But (faid Scipio,’ what charaéter has this 
_Hidalga ? *s he, like most of your fmall gentry, 
proud of his nobility, and infolent to plebeians ?”’ 
“‘ Not at all, (replied ‘Beatrice :) he is a {weet 
tempered young man, extremely polite, has a good 
‘mien, and is not yet full thirty.” ‘© You draw 
an agreeable pi€ture of that cavalier, (faid I to 
Beatrice :) pray, what is his name ?’’ “© Don Juan 
Ge Jutelia, (anfwered Scipio’s wife +) he has but 
. lately facceeded to his father, and lives int a caftle 
about a league from hence with a younger fifter, 
who is under his care.”” “ I have formerly (faid J) 
heard of this gentleman’s family, which is one of 
the moft noble in the kingdom of Valencia.” 
<* I efteem his nobility (cried Scipio) léfs than 
the qualities of his heart and underftanding ; 
and this Don Juan will fuit us very weil, pro- 


- © Hidalgo, literally, the fon of fomebody, is an ap- 
pellation given to a country gentleman in Spain. 
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vided he be a man of honour.” ‘ He has the 
reputation of one, (faid Seraphina, joining in 
the converfation :) the inhabitants of Lirias, who 
knew him, give him the beit of -charaéters.”’ 
At thefe words of my god-daughter, I fmiled to 
her father; who having likewife obferved them, 
concluded, that his daughter was not difpleafed at 
her gallant, | 
This cavalier foom got notice of our arrival 
at Lirias ;.and two days after, appeared at our 
caftle. He faluted us gracefully ; and, far from 
contradicting by his prefence what Beatrice had 
: faid to his advantage, his behaviour made ws con- 
ceive an high opinion of his merit. He told us, 
that as our neighbour, he had come to congratulate 
us upon our happy return; and we received him 
with all the courtefy in our power : but this vifit, 
which was made out of pure civility, paffed in 
mutual compliments: and Don Juan, without 
- having mentioned a fyllable of his paffion for Se-~ 
raphina, retired, only defiring our permiffion to 
profit by a neighbourhood, which he forefaw would 
be very agreeable to him. When he was gone, 
Beatrice, afking our opinions of the gentleman, 
we anfwered, that he had prepoffeifed us in- his 
favour ; and that, in all appearance, fortume could 
not offer a better match for Seraphina. ~ 
The very next day I went out after dinner with 
Cofcolina’s fon, to return the vifit which we owed 
to’ Don Juan. We took the road to his caftle, 
conducted by a guide, who, (when we had walked 
about three quarters of an hour) faid, ‘* There is 
the caftle of Don Juan de Jutella. In vain did 
we caft our cyes all around the country ; it was a 
long time before we perceived it: nay, we did not 
difcever it till we arrived at the gate; for it was 
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rr ' fituated at the foot of a mountain, in the middle 
1 ofa wood, whofe lofty trees concealed it from the 
a view. |The houfe denoted the nobility, more than 
' the opulence of its mafter; however, when we 
‘ entered, we found the crazinefs of the building 
5 compenfated by the richnefs of the furniture. 
a Don Juan received us in a -very handfome hall, 
where he introduced us to a lady whom he called 
his fifter Dorothea, and who feemed to be about 
me the age of nineteen or twenty. She was full 
7 drefied, becaufe having expected our vifit, the was 
.defirous of appearing as amiable as fhe could ; 
and offering herfelf to my view, in all her charms, 
h -fhe made the fame impreffion that Antonia had 
. made upon my heart; that is, I was difconcerted : 
- = but concealed my diforder fo well, that Scipio 
himfelf did not obferve it. Our converfation, like 


ces _ that of the preceding day, turned upon the mutual 
, pleafure we thould enjoy, in vifiting one another, 
if and living together-in good neighbourhood. He 
fy did not, as yet, fpeak to us of Seraphina, and we 


gave him no encouragement to declare his. paffion, 

refolving that: it fhould firft come from himfelf. 

| ‘During the converfation, I frequently eyed Doro- 

. thea, though I affe&ed to look at her as little as 

, poffible ; and every time our eyes met, the darted 

frefh arrows into my foul. I muft fay, however, 

for the fake of ‘truth; that this beloved object was 

not a perfect beauty: for, though her fkin was of 

a dazzling whitenefs, and her lips of the com- 

plexion of the rofe, her nofe was fomewhat too 

long, and her eyes too little. Neverthelefs .the 
whole together quite enchanted me. | 

In fhort, I did not leave the caftle of Jutella as 

I liad entered. it; and on my return to Lirias, my 

) mind was fo wholly poffeffed by Dorothea, that 

, I 


3 
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I faw nothing but her, and fhe was the-fole fub- 
je@ of my converfation, ‘ How, matter! (faid 
Scipio, looking at me with aftonifhment) you are 
very full of Don Juan’s ffter. Hath the made a 
conqueft of your heart ?”” ‘* Yes, friend, (an- 
fwered I) and I bluth at my own weaknefs. O 
heavens! muft I, who, fince Antonia’s death, 
have beheld a thoufand beauties with indifference, 
meet with one, at my age, who, in fpite of all 
my endeavours, inflanmies me with love !’” “ Well, 
Sir, (replied Cofcolina’s fon) you ought to rejoice, 
inftead of complaining, at the adventure ; there is 
nothing ridiculous in a man of your age being in 
love, and time hath not 28 yet fo furrowed your 
brow, as to deprive you of the hope of pleafing. 
Take my advice, and when next you fee Don Juan, 
boldly demand his fifter in marriage; he cannot 
refufe her to fuch a perfon as you: and befides, 
if it is abfolutely neceffary that Dorothea’s huf- 
band fhould be a gentleman, are not you one? 
You have letters of nobility, and that is enough 
for your pofterity, when time thal} have throwded 
thefe letters with that thick veil which covers the 
origin of all great families : after four or five ge- 
nerations, the race of Sanitillans will be moft il- 
biftrious.”” 


CHAP, the laf. 
The double marriage celebrated at Lirias, which con- 
cludes the biftory of Gil Blas de Santillane. 


CIPIO, by this difcourfe, encouraged me to. 


declare myfelf the lover of Dorothea, without 
confidering that he expofed me to the rif_k of g re- 
fufal : F could not, however, determine upon it 
without trembling : fer, although J leoked younger 
than 
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than I was, and could have funk ten good years at 
Jeaft of my age, I could not help thinking I had 
good reafon to doubt of my pleafing a young 
beauty. I refolved, neverthelefs, to rifk the de- 
mand, as foon as I fhould fee her brother, who, 
for his part, being uncertain of obtaining my god- 
daughter, was not without abundance of anxiety. 

He returned to my: houfe next morning, juft as 


-I had done dreffing ; and faid, ‘‘ Signior de San- 


tillane, I am come to-day to talk with you about 
a ferious affair. I carried him into my clofet, 


_where, coming to the point at once, “ I believe 
_ (continued he) that you are not ignorant of my 
_errand. I love Seraphina; and as you can fway 


her father to any thing, pray render him favour 
able to me ; procure. for me the objeét of my paf- 
fion, and let me owe the happinefs of my life to 
you,”’ “ Signior Don Juan, (anfwered I) fince 
you come to the bufinefs at once, give me leave to 
follow your example ; and, after having promifed 


. you my good offices with the father of my god- 


daughter, to demand your intereft with your fifter, 


- in my behalf.” 


At thefe laft words, Don Juan expreffed an 
agreeable furprize, from which I drew a favourable 
omen. ‘ Is it poffible, (cried he) that Dorothea 
made a conqueft of. your heart yefterday ? “ I 
am quite charmed with her! (faid I) and will 
think myfelf the happieft of mankind, if my de- 
mand is agreeable to you beth.*’ ‘* Of that you 
may be affured, (he replied:) noble as we are, we 
will not difdain your alliance. “ I am very 
glad (anfwered I) that you make no difficulty in 
receiving a plebeian for your brother-in-law: I 


_efteem you the more on that account; and in fo 


doing, you thew your “good underftanding : but, 
were 
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were yéu even fo vain as to refufe your fifter’s 
hand to any body but a gentleman, know, that I 
could fatisfy your pride; I have laboured twenty 
years under the minifter ; and the king, to recomi- 
penfe the fervices which I had done the ftate, has 
gratified me with letters of nobility, which you 
fhall fee.’’ So faying, I took my patent out of the 
drawer where it lay concealed, and prefented it to 
the gentleman, who read it attentively, from be- 
ginning to end, with vaft fatisfadtion. ‘* This is 
excellent! (faid he, reftoring the papers :) Doro- 
thea is yours.’? ‘ And yow (cried I) may depend 
upon Seraphina.” 

Thefo two matriages being thus refolved upon, . 
all that remained, was to know, if the brides 
would confent with a good grace: for Don fuan 
and J, being equally delicate, did not intend to’ 
force their inclinations. That geritleman returned, 
therefore, to his caftle of Futella, to propofe me 
to. his fifter.; and I affembled Scipio, Beatrice, and 
their.daughter, to communicate the converfation I 
had: with that.cavalier, Beatrice was for daccept- 
ing him without hefitation ; and Seraphina, by her 
filence, thewed that the was of her mother’s opi- 
nion. <As to the father, he was not indeed averfe 
to the match ; but expreffed fome uneafinefs about 
the dowry, which, he faid, muft be given to the 
gentleman, whofe caftle had fuch preffing need of 
repiits. I ftopt Scipio’s mouth, telling him, that 
affair conterned me, and that I would make a pre- 
fent to my god- daughter of four thoufand piftotes 
fer her portion. 

Don Juan returning that very evening, ‘* Your 
_ affairs (faid I to him) fucceed to a miracle ; I with 

mine may be in no worfe condition.” ‘ They 
. fan axcelient footing, (he replied) I- had 

are alfo o no 
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no occafion to employ authority, to obtain Doro- 


thea’s confent: your perfon is to her liking, and 


fhe is pleafed with your behaviour, You. was 
apprehenfive of your being difagreeable to her ; 


-and fhe is more juftly afraid, that having nothing: 


but her heart and hand to offer’*----“ What more 
would I have! (cried I, in a tranfport of joy :) 
fince the charming Dorothea has no reluétance to: 
unite her fate with mine, I afk no more : I am rich 
enough to marry ‘her without a portion, and the 
poffeffion of her alone will crown my withes boa 
Don Juan and I, very well pleafed with having 
brought matters happily fo far, refolved to haften 
our nuptials, by fuppreffing' all fuperfiuous cere- 
monies. I brought this gentleman and Seraphina’s 
parents together ; and after they had agreed upon. 
the conditions of the marriage, he took his‘ teave, 
promifing to return next: day with Dorothea. The 
defire I had of appearing agreeable to that lady, : 
made me employ three. good hours, at leaft, in 
adjufting and adonizing myfelf; and yet, for all 
that, I could. not make myfelf pleafed with my 
own perfon. It is only a pleafure for a young 
man to prepare himfelf for vifiting his miftrefe : 
but to one who begins to grow old, it is quite a 
fatigue. However, I was more happy than I de- 
ferved to be. ; . 
When next I faw Don Juan's fifter, the regard- 
ed me with fuch a favourable eye, that I imagined 
myfelf ftill good for fomething. I had a long con-- 
verfation with her, was charmed with her difpo- 
fition ; and concluded, that, with delicate beha- 
viour, and a great deal of cemplaifance, J fhould 
become a beloved fpoufe. Elevated with this 
agreeable hope, I fent to Valencia for two nota- 
ries, who drew up the contract of marriage ; then 
we 
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we hal recdurfe to the curate of Paterna, who 
came ta Lirias, and married Don Juan and me to 
our miftreffes. 

Thus for the fecond time, did J light the torch . 
of Hymen, and had no caufe to repent my con- 
du€&. Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, made a 
pleafure . of. her duty; and, fenfible of my -care 
to anticipate her defires, foon attached herfelf ‘to - 
me, as much as if I had been a young maf.” On 
the other hand, Don .Juan.and my god-daughter. 
were inflamed with mutual ardour; and, what -is — 

very fingular, the two fifters-in-law conceived the 
' moft paffionate and fincere fr.iendfhip ‘for one ‘ano- ° 
ther. As for. my: part, I found fo many good - 
- qualities in my brother-in-law, that I felt a real- 
affe@tion for him ; and he did: not. repay it :-with - 
ingratitude, In. fhort, the union. that ‘reigned . 
among us was fuch, that in. the evening, when we- 
parted, only till next day, that feparation was - 
not performed without pain ; fo that, of the two 
families, we refolved ta make one, which: fhauld . 
- live fometimes at the caftle of Lirias, and fome- 
times at that of Jutella, which, for: this purpofe, . 
received great reparations, by the’ help of his. ex 
cellency’s piftoles. . 

_ I have for three years, gentle reader, led : a dele 
cious life with people whom 1 love fo much and - 
to'crown my felicity, heaven ‘has bleffed me with 
‘two children, whom I pioufly believe to be my. 
own, and whofe education fhall be the amufement 
of my old age, 


The End ‘of the wena ane laft Boor, 
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